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SECTION 1 – EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
INTRODUCTION
Jerusalem is the cradle of Christianity. From there the apostles and their successors
received the command: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of the ages” (Mt. 28:19). By the command of
Christ, the Gospel was to be proclaimed to the entire world, embracing all nations.
Rising above national, cultural, political, economic, social and all other man-made
barriers and restrictions, “the Church of Jesus Christ is neither Latin, Greek,
nor Slav, but Catholic; there is not and cannot be any difference between her children,
no matter what they be otherwise, whether Latins, Greeks or Slavs, or any other
nationality: all of them are equal around the table of the Holy See” (Pope
Benedict XIV; see Vatican II, Eastern Catholic Churches, no. 2).
The dawn of the Christian era was met with rejection by the Jewish leaders and
with complete disfavour by the Roman Empire. As a result, Christian worship was
restricted to secrecy and to the catacombs. The first 300 years of the Christian
Church record many outrageous persecutions and death penalties upon those who
chose to be witnesses to Jesus Christ. The number of martyrs in this period is
conservatively estimated at 13 million. In spite of the mass persecutions, the number
of Christians continued to grow; as Tertullian wrote in the year 197 “the blood of martyrs
is the seed of Christians.”
By the edict of Milan in 313, Emperor Constantine the Great granted freedom of worship
to Christians, and to the pagan religions in the Roman Empire. No longer did a
follower of Christ have to dread the question, “Are you a Christian?” Christianity
was now free to grow, organize and develop.
POLITICAL CHANGES IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE
In 330, Constantine transferred the Capital of the Roman Empire to Byzantium. This
city overlooked the Bosphorus, and was a perfect link between Europe and Asia
Minor. The rebuilt city was renamed Constantinople, and was nicknamed New
Rome or Second Rome. (At present, it is called Istanbul, in Turkey.)
During the rise of power in the East, the West was being devastated by barbarians, and
the transformation of the Roman Empire was in the making. Notwithstanding
these political changes, the Pope of Rome was recognized as the successor of St
Peter and as such the adjudicator of disputes throughout the Church.
This was the beginning of the understanding of the role of the Bishop of Rome
as Pope and head of the Church.
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ORIGIN OF RITES IN THE CHURCH

With the emergence of the Christian Church in 313 from the period of persecution, a new
era prevailed. In areas where Christianity flourished, patterns of expressing the
Christian faith were systematically organized. The development and gradual growth
of various liturgical centres—the traditional patriarchates of Rome, Alexandria,
Antioch, Constantinople, and, at least in honour, Jerusalem—which consolidated
local practices and led to the creation of what we still call “rites,” those distinct
ecclesial ways of being Christian, of living out one’s ecclesial identity through distinct
forms of liturgy, canon law and spirituality in particular cultural contexts. Local
customs and traditions gave each local Church a distinct form.
In the western part of the Empire, there were a variety of rites such as the Celtic Rite in
Ireland, the Sarum Rite in England, the Mozarabic Rite in Spain and the Ambrosian
Rite in Milan . The Latin rite of the Roman See eventually prevailed, although there are
Franco-German influences present in it. The rite of the Church of Constantinople
eventually became the dominant rite in the East, though the rites of the Churches of
Antioch and Alexandria also exerted a notable influence on other rites including the
Byzantine rite.
ANTIOCH had been the centre of influence upon all Christendom. It was there that St.
Peter began his apostolate before going to Rome. The term Christian was first used
in Antioch (see Acts 11:26).
ALEXANDRIA, the home of monasticism, was the glory of Egypt. At one time the
Patriarchate of Alexandria comprised 11 archbishoprics and more than 100
bishoprics. Patriarch Alexander and his successor St. Athanasius were among the
leading Fathers of the first ecumenical council held in Nicea in 325. The Coptic Church
of Egypt was a strong missionary Church which in turn founded Churches in Ethiopia
and Numidia. However, it was in disagreement with other Christian Churches over
the formula designed to express the nature of Christ’s divinity at Chalcedon
JERUSALEM, the city where Jesus was crucified and the followers of Jesus had
gathered was eventually destroyed by the Romans. In the Constantinian era the city
and many of the churches we know today were built. Many monasteries were built
there and a Jerusalem rite, which is now extant travelled with monks and influenced
other rites
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SCHISM
A crippling blow to the Christian Church was experienced in 1054 as the Great
Schism Political motivations dominated this historical date of unanswered
questions. At the time of Michael Caerularius, Patriarch of Constantinople, the
Church of Jesus Christ suffered a schism (division) that has lasted to the present.
Although the separated Eastern Churches (now called Orthodox Churches) retain all
the sacraments, they do not acknowledge the Pope of Rome as the infallible head of
the whole Christian Church. They also take exception to Latin Creed which says
that the spirit proceeded from the Father and the Son. However, many of the points
of disagreement are slowly being resolved by bishops and theologians from both
sides meeting in the International Theological Dialogues between Catholic and
Orthodox.
Today millions of Eastern Christians are estranged from the Roman See. The
Vatican Council urged all to work and pray to restore full union between the
separated Eastern Churches and the Catholic Church (Decree of Ecumenism, no.
14). That work has been supported by recent Popes and Ecumenical Patriarchs. The
recent meeting between Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
(Constantinople) commemorated the beginnings of the so called Dialogue of love begun
by their predecessors 50 years ago.
REUNION WITH THE ROMAN SEE There have been many attempts at reunion with the
Roman See. The major ones were at the Ecumenical Council of Lyon in 1274 and
the Council of Florence in 1439. Important though these meetings were, they were
perceived as one sided by many of the Eastern Orthodox participants. They had
short term limited success and for various historical reasons they were doomed to
failure.
DOWNFALL OF EASTERN CHRISTENDOM Constantinople, the final stronghold and
fortress of Eastern Christendom fell to the Turks in 1453. Meanwhile, Islam swept
across Northern Africa, the Holy Land and Spain.

THE CHURCH - A COMMUNION OF CHURCHES
(the following paragraphs come from “Eastern Catholics in Australia” The
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, 1997)
We have been accustomed to speaking of the Latin (Roman or Western) Rite or the
Eastern Rites to designate the different Christian Churches. However the Church’s
contemporary legislation as contained in the Code of Canon Law and the Code of
Canons of the Eastern Churches makes it clear that we ought to speak not of the Latin
or Maronite or Melkite or Ukrainian Rites, but of the Latin Church, the Maronite
5

Church, the Melkite Church and the Ukrainian Church. Canon 112 uses the phrase
“autonomous ritual Churches” to designate the various Churches.
According to Vatican II the development of these Churches was part of God’s plan. “It
has come about through divine providence that, in the course of time, different
Churches set up in various places by the apostles and their successors joined together
in a multiplicity of organically united groups, which while safeguarding the unity of
faith and the unique divine structure of the universal Church, have their own
discipline, enjoy their own liturgical usage and inherit a theological and spiritual
heritage.” (Lumen Gentium #3)
Concerning the Eastern Churches Vatican II said that “attention should everywhere be
given to the preservation and growth of each individual Church.” (Orientalium
Ecclesiarum #4)
Hence it is not merely a question of the preservation of the Eastern Churches just for
their sake. The traditions and spiritual riches are not the exclusive possession of the
Eastern Churches for they form part of the patrimony of the entire Church of Christ.
The sharing of the riches of the faith and traditions of the East nurtures and
strengthens the unity in diversity of the Church

The four original traditions are:
ANTIOCHIAN

ALEXANDRIAN

BYZANTINE

ARMENIAN

THE 7 RITUAL LITURGICAL FAMILIES
ARMENIAN
BYZANTINE SYNTHESIS:

Antioch, Jerusalem with Constantinople Parochial Cathedral Liturgy

COPTIC
ETHIOPIC SYNTHESIS:

Coptic & Syrian monastic

EAST SYRIAN

(Assyrian)

WEST SYRIAN

(Antiochene)

MARONITE
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SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EASTERN AND WESTERN CHURCHES
Though the Eastern and Western Churches believe in “one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all,” the manner of expressing this
faith varies. Some of these differences are:
UNITY IN DIVERSITY: The Catholic faith is one, but it is expressed in varying ways.
Different Churches express their faith in various ways. This unity in diversity adds
to the beauty of the Church, and reflects the Christian faith through many more
prisms. Each ritual family is able to express its worship of God in a particular way,
showing forth his glory to all. Today there are more than ten million Catholics
practicing their faith according to various ritual expressions of the Eastern
Church: each of these is in full union with the Holy Father in Rome.

EXPRESSIVE LITURGY: The Eastern Churches see their liturgy as a major
expression and proclamation of their faith. Their church is seen as making heaven
present (icons, incense). Gestures are repeated frequently, and often by different
individuals at different moments. More ceremonial and singing mark the Eastern
liturgical celebrations in contrast to the more restrained Western liturgies. But both
East and West express their faith in their worship, and their prayer reveals the
Christian faith they hold so firmly.

CALENDARS: When Christianity was founded, the Roman Empire was following the
Julian calendar, which was organized by Julius Caesar. Over the centuries, this
calendar was found to be somewhat inaccurate, so that by the sixteenth century, it was
some two weeks behind solar time. Pope Gregory XIII introduced our present calendar
in 1582, and this is known as the Gregorian calendar. Since this reform took place
after the schism of 1054, Orthodox Christians continued to follow the Julian
calendar as did many parts of Protestant Europe for some time. In 1923 an Inter
Orthodox Conference was held in Constantinople and attended by some Orthodox
Churches when it was decided to adopt a revised Julian calendar which
corresponded more or less to the Gregorian Calendar. Since then some Churches
have continued to use the Old Style calendar while others have adopted the Revised
calendar. At present, in Ukraine and Australia, Catholic eparchies and parishes
retain the Julian calendar, while some in Canada and the USA have adopted the
Gregorian calendar.
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CHURCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE
Numerically, the Byzantine Rite of Constantinople (Byzantium) has the largest
adherence amongst the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches. Precisely 28
Orthodox Churches and 10 Eastern Catholic Churches use the Byzantine Rite
in their Liturgical life. Constantinople, home of the Imperial Court, obtained
granted special honours for the Patriarch of that city. Byzantium was
recognized as the New Rome. In 381, the First Council of Constantinople
declared that "The Bishop of Constantinople shall have the primacy of
honour after the Bishop of Rome, because it is New Rome" (canon iii). To
this very day, the liturgical pomp and pageantry are colourfully displayed in
the hierarchical vestments, noted particularly at pontifical celebrations. The
tradition of Byzantium is reflected in architecture, sacred music and
theological writings.
St. Cyril and St. Methodius: Greek by birth, Cyril and Methodius were brothers

who became the missionaries to the Slav people in 860. Although the language
of Constantinople and the Byzantine rite was Greek, the vernacular was
introduced among the Slavs. The Slavonic language known to most of the
Slavs, gave rise to the Byzantine Slavonic rite. Ukrainian was been introduced
into the liturgy during the 1960s under the influence of the Vatican Council.

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk celebrates the Divine Liturgy of the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent, April 3,
2011, also called the Sunday of St. John Climacus, at the Church of St. Sophia in Rome, together with a
large number of bishops and priests of his Church, as well as Leonardo Card. Sandri, the Prefect of the
Congregation of the Oriental Churches.
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THE UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

Christianity in the area now known as Ukraine was officially received in 988, during the
reign of Volodymyr, the Prince of “Kyivian Rus”. At this time before the great schism,
East and West were united as one Catholic Church. The first attempts to christianize
Ukraine were made by St Olha, the Grandmother of Volodymyr. Ukraine’s commercial
and political ties were closely allied with Constantinople, and the fortunes and misfortunes of
Byzantium were equally shared by the Christian Church in Ukraine.
Currently, about 27% of Ukrainians are Orthodox, and do not recognize the Pope of Rome as
head of the whole Christian Church. Approximately 5.3% of the Ukrainian population, mostly
in Western Ukraine, are members of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.
1595 is a historical date for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. That year, union with the
See of Rome was restored by the agreement known as the Union of Brest. St. Josaphat, a
Ukrainian Basilian monk and Archbishop of Polotsk, suffered martyrdom on November 12,
1623 for the cause of union of the Ukrainian Catholic Church with Rome. His prayer for
unity, “Let there be one fold and one shepherd,” (Jn. 10:16) has been formally
sanctioned by the Second Vatican Council as the true spirit of modern ecumenism.
The term Greek Catholic was coined in the eighteenth century under Austrian rule. Ukraine
as a nation had a short-lived independence. When it was partitioned between Russia and the
countries which predominately belonged to the Latin rite, (i.e. Poland and Austria) this term
became widely used to distinguish Ukrainian Catholics from Roman Catholics.
Economic hardships around the 1890”s prompted the emigration of Ukrainians from their
homeland to South and North America. The second major wave of emigration followed the
Second World War, and was caused by the persecution of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church and the occupation of the country by the communists. The dissolution of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church resulted in the Church going underground and becoming
a 20th century Church of the catacombs. Political and religious suppressions prompted these
people to settle in various countries of Europe as well as Argentina, Australia, Canada, USA,
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Brazil and England in the post-World War II era. With Ukraine’s Independence proclaimed in
1991, the Ukrainian Catholic Church was legalized and the Synod of Bishops was formed.
Never in the history of the Ukrainian Catholic Church has there been such a large number of
bishops as there are at present. Previously they were limited to the homeland, however today they
are found in every country where Ukrainian people have settled and reside.

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH TODAY: OUTSIDE OF UKRAINE
ACROSS THE WORLD: Canada, USA, Brazil, Argentina, Australia, NZ, France, Germany,
Belgium, Poland, Italy, Austria, Portugal, Spain, Great Britain, Russia, Kazakhstan and
Paraguay.

AUSTRALIA: Melbourne,Sydney, Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast ,Perth, Northam,

Adelaide, Woodville, Wayville, Wodonga, Newborough, Newcastle, Canberra, Ardeer, Hobart,
Launceston, Queanbeyan, Wollongong, Geelong, Noble Park. New Zealand – Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch.

HOLY SYNOD OF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

SOBORCHYK OF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF ST PETER & ST. PAUL, AUSTRALIA
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Questions:

EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES

1. WHAT WAS THE EDICT OF MILAN ?
In 313 Emperor Constantine The Great granted freedom of worship to
Christians and the pagan religions in the Roman Empire. Christianity was free to
grow, organize and develop.

2. WHERE IS BYZANTIUM ?
Byzantium was renamed Constantinople and is present day Istanbul in the country of Turkey.

3. WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE YEAR 1054 A.D. ?
Schism happened – division of the Catholic Church – separated Eastern
Churches now called Orthodox Churches – retained all sacraments and doctrine
but do not acknowledge the Pope of Rome as the infallible head of the whole
Catholic Church.

4. WHAT IS AN EASTERN RITE CHURCH ?
A manner of expressing the one and the same teachings of our Lord Jesus
Christ, approved by the Apostolic See.

5. HOW DO EASTERN CHURCHES TRY TO MAKE HEAVEN PRESENT ?
Through icons and incense.

6. WHEN DID THE COUNTRY WE NOW KNOW AS UKRAINE, BECOME CHRISTIAN?
In 988, during the reign of Volodymyr, Prince of Kyivian Rus’.

7. WHO WAS ST. OLHA?
St. Olha was grandmother to Volodymyr Prince of Kyivian Rus’

8. THE CATHEDRAL FOR THE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA IS CALLED?
The Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul
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SECTION 2 THE SHEPHERDS AND TEACHERS OF OUR CHURCH
–

Church Leaders
The Apostles, called by Christ, were the first
leaders of the Church. As the Church grew,
the Apostles appointed bishops as leaders of
the Christian community. Acts 6:6 tells us
how they did this: “They had these men
stand before the apostles, who prayed
and laid their hands on them.”
Bishops became the leaders of the Church in every city. The bishops led the people in
worship and taught the Word of God. Because the bishops became the leaders of
the Church after the Apostles died, we call them “Successors to the Apostles.”
To this day bishops are responsible for leading God’s people and teaching the
Word of God in their city and nearby communities. They encourage the faith of their
people and lead them in serving Christ. They establish churches, schools, and
programs to build up the Church in the area entrusted to their care. The territory for
which a bishop is responsible is called an eparchy.
As the Christian community continued to grow, the bishop could not be present in
every parish at one time. The same is true today. The bishop sends out the priests to
represent him. The priest shares in the bishop’s ministry on a smaller scale.
Some priests represent the bishop in the local parish, taking the bishop’s place in
the day-to-day activity of the Church. Some priests go from place to place,
preaching and spreading the Good News of God’s kingdom. Some teach in
schools, and some administer in hospitals or prisons. Some are married, and some
are single. They all serve God as shepherds and teachers of His people.

Church Hierarchy
Just as the early Church needed more leaders as it grew, today’s Church with
members throughout the world has many leaders who form the hierarchy of the
Church. Hierarchy is a term for bishops of all ranks: popes, patriarchs,
metropolitans, archbishops, and bishops.
Once or twice a year all the bishops of a Church meet together with the patriarch or
senior metropolitan to guide the working of the Church. This meeting is called a
synod or the council of bishops. These Church leaders ask the Holy Spirit to help them
make decisions that will help Christians grow closer to God and each other. As leaders
of God’s people, our bishops tell us how to live as Christ’s followers. Many
bishops have shown us how to be martyrs for Jesus. They are the ones who gave of
their lives rather than accept to follow anyone other than Jesus.
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What Exactly is a Pope? Patriarch? Metropolitan? Bishop? Priest?
Well, let us start locally and move our way up the
hierarchy.

A “parish” is a community of people who worship the Holy Trinity and work
together to spread the Good News. A parish is led by the parish priest who
is an ordained priest. Sometimes a parish can also have assistant priests and
deacons who help the pastor lead the community.

An “Eparchy” is a geographical area
which contains several parishes. It is led
by a bishop (aka Eparch). The bishop
oversees the local parishes, priests and
deacons. In the Latin Church they call
this a “Diocese.” We belong to the
Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand and
Oceania. Our Bishop is Bishop Peter
Stasiuk,C.Ss.R.

A “metropolia” is a collection of
Eparchies.
When the bishops of a metropolia gather,
the“Metropolitan” or “Arch-bishop”
chairs their meetings .
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Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church)gather
it is called a “Synod”. The synod is
our Church’s highest authority.
The one who presides (leads) the
synod is called the “Patriarch.”
The Patriarch is the bishop of Kyiv &
Halych.
His
Beatitude
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk will set the agenda and oversee
the leadership of the church..

When all the
particular Catholic
Churches gather, (there
are 23 Churches), The
leader of the whole
gathering of bishops ʼ is
the Bishop of the city of
Rome–also known as the
See of St. Peter since he
was the head of the
apostles. His common
title is “Pope.” Our current
pope is Pope Francis.
In the eyes of God all people are
equal. God loves a simple child as much as the pope. However everyone has a God given
role to fulfil in our communal pilgrimage to the Heavenly Kingdom. Clergy–deacons,
priests, bishops–serve the Christian community by conveying to us the reality
of God’s presence in our midst through sacraments and blessings, they help us
grow in the faith by teaching, they connect us to the apostles because of their unbroken
continued succession and they are the visible sign of unity between our parishes and
Eparchies. Because of the dignity of their office we honour our clergy, and special
honour is given to the bishops for they are the spiritual fathers and shepherds of our
Eparchies and the entire Church.
15

QUESTIONS :

1. What is a parish?
(A “parish” is a community of people who worship the Holy Trinity and work together to
spread the Good News).
2. Another name for an ordained priest is (pastor).
3. Eparchy is the same thing as (Diocese).
4. A Metropolitan may also be called an (Archbishop).
5. A meeting of bishops is a (Synod).

6. How many Catholic Churches are there?
(23)
7. What do we call the leader of all Catholic Churches?
(Pope)
What is the name of the current leader?
(Pope Francis)

8. Who was the head of the apostles?
(Peter)
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POPE FRANCIS
HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF THE WORLD
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POPE FRANCIS
Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church in March 2013, becoming
Pope Francis. He is the first pope from the Americas.
Synopsis
Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 17, 1936, Jorge Mario Bergoglio became Pope Francis on
March 13, 2013, when he was named the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church. Bergoglio, the first
pope from the Americas, reportedly took his papal title after St. Francis of Assisi of Italy. Prior to his election
as pope, Bergoglio served as archbishop of Buenos Aires from 1998 to 2013 (succeeding Antonio
Quarracino), as cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church of Argentina from 2001 to 2013, and as president of
the Bishops' Conference of Argentina from 2005 to 2011. Pope Francis made his first international visit in
July 2013, traveling to Brazil. In December 2013, Pope Francis was also named Person of the Year
byTIME magazine.
Early Life and Education
Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 17, 1936, to Italian immigrants.
As a teenager, Bergoglio underwent surgery to remove a lung due to serious infection. Following his high
school graduation, he enrolled at the University of Buenos Aires, where he received a master's degree in
chemistry before beginning training at the Jesuit seminary of Villa Devoto. In March 1958, he entered the
Society of Jesus. Bergoglio went on to attend the Philosophical and Theological Faculty of San Miguel,
where he earned a degree in philosophy, and later received a doctorate in theology in Freiburg, Germany.
Entering Priesthood
Ordained as a priest in December 1969, Bergoglio began serving as Jesuit provincial of Argentina in 1973.
He later returned to his alma mater, the Philosophical and Theological Faculty of San Miguel, where he
served as rector (1980-86) as well as a professor of theology.In June 1992, Bergoglio was named titular
bishop of Auca and auxiliary of Buenos Aires, and in February 1998, he became archbishop of Buenos
Aires, succeeding Antonio Quarracino. Three years later, in February 2001, he was elevated to cardinal by
Pope John Paul II, named the cardinal-priest of Saint Robert Bellarmine. In 2005, he was named president
of the Bishops' Conference of Argentina, serving in that position until 2011.
After Pope John Paul II's death in April 2005, Bergoglio reportedly received the second-most votes in the
2005 papal election; Pope Benedict XVI (Joseph Ratzinger) won election as Pope John Paul's successor.
Early into his priesthood, Bergoglio earned a reputation as a doctrinal conservative.

Becoming Pope
On March 13, 2013, at the age of 76, Jorge Bergoglio was named the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic
Church—becoming the first citizen from the Americas, the first non-European and first Jesuit priest to be
named pope, and adopting the name Pope Francis (he reportedly took the title after St. Francis of Assisi of
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Italy, a Catholic preacher during the 12th and 13th centuries). Prior to the 2013 papal election, Pope Francis
had served as both archbishop and cardinal for more than 12 years. Addressing a crowd of tens of
thousands in St. Peter's Square, in the Vatican City in Rome, Italy, after his election win, Pope Francis
stated, "As you know, the duty of the conclave was to appoint a bishop of Rome. It seems to me that my
brother cardinals have chosen one who is from faraway. ...Here I am. I would like to thank you for your
embrace. "After the 2013 papal election results were announced, U.S. President Barack Obama issued a
statement about the new pope: "As the first pope from the Americas, his selection also speaks to the
strength and vitality of a region that is increasingly shaping our world, and alongside millions of Hispanic
Americans, those of us in the United States share the joy of this historic day." In addition to his native
Spanish, Bergoglio speaks Italian and German.
Pope as Spiritual and World Leader
In September 2013, Pope Francis called for others to join him in praying for peace in Syria. The pontiff held
a special vigil in St. Peter's Square on September 7, which was attended by roughly 100,000 people.
According to the Catholic News Service, Francis told the crowd that "When man thinks only of himself ...
permits himself to be captivated by the idols of dominion and power ... Then the door opens to violence,
indifference and conflict." The pope implored those involved in the conflict to find a peaceful solution to the
conflict. "Leave behind the self-interest that hardens your heart, overcome the indifference that makes your
heart insensitive towards others, conquer your deadly reasoning, and open yourself to dialogue and
reconciliation." Later that month, Pope Francis gave a revealing interview to an Italian Jesuit publication
called La Civiltà Cattolica. He explained that the religious dialogue must been broader in scope, not simply
focused on such issues as homosexuality and abortion. "We have to find a new balance; otherwise even
the moral edifice of the church is likely to fall like a house of cards, losing the freshness and fragrance of the
Gospel," the pope said, according to USA Today. "The proposal of the Gospel must be more simple,
profound, radiant. It is from this proposition that the moral consequences then flow. "While he does not
believe women should be ordained as priests, Francis considers themselves an essential part of the church.
"The feminine genius is needed wherever we make important decisions," he said.
In early December 2013, Pope Francis gave an "apostolic exhortation," an address calling for big changes
in the Catholic Church, including rethinking long-held but antiquated customs. "I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy
from being confined and from clinging to its own security," he stated. "I do not want a Church concerned
with being at the center and then ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures."Also in
December 2013, Pope Francis was named Person of the Year byTime magazine. Pope Francis—having
joined the ranks of Pope John Paul II and Pope John XXIII, the only other popes to be awarded the title in
1994 and 1963, respectively—was a contender against other prominent figures of the year, including
Edward Snowden, Senator Ted Cruz, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and Edith Windsor.It was revealed
that the deciding factor which led to Pope Francis landing at the top of the list was his ability to alter the
minds of so many people who had given up on the Catholic church in such a short period of time.
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Shepherd and Bishop of Rome
A. He was born in the __________________________________ century.

B. Three important facts about his life:

1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3.

C. If you were to meet Pope Benedict XVI, what 2 questions would you like to ask him?
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PATRIARCH SVIATOSLAV (SHEVCHUK),
HEAD OF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Patriarch Sviatoslav was born in Striy, Ukraine on 5 May 1970. Between 19911992 he studied at the Don Bosco Centre for Philosophy and Theology in Buenos
Aires, Argentina and then later at Holy Spirit Seminary in Lviv 1992-1994. He was
ordained a deacon for the Archeparchy (Archdiocese) of Lviv on 21 May 1994 by the
late Bishop Phileomon Kurchaba C.Ss.R. and a priest of the Archeparchy of Lviv by
Major Archbishop Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky on 26 June 1994. He
completed his doctoral studies in Theological Anthropology based on the Byzantine
moral and theological tradition at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in
Rome in 1999 receiving Summa cu laude.
Between the years of 1999 and 2009 he served as prefect, vice rector and rector of Holy
Spirit Seminary in Lviv. In 2001 he was appointed vice-dean of the theological faculty
of the Lviv Theological Academy (later the Ukrainian Catholic University). From 2002
to 2005 he was the chief of staff and personal secretary of His Beatitude Lubomyr
Husar and the director of the Patriarchal Curia in Lviv.
On 14 January 2009, His Holiness Benedict XVI, confirmed the decision of the
Synod of Ukrainian Greek Catholic Bishops to nominate him auxiliary bishop of
the Protection of Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, titular bishop of Castra di Galba. His Episcopal ordination took
place 7 April 2009 at St. George’s Cathedral Sobor in Lviv.
The main consecrator was Archbishop Ihor Vozniak along with co-consecrating
Bishops Mykhajlo Mykycej (Buenos Aires) and Julian Gbur, (Striyj). On 10
March 2010, Bishop Sviatoslav was appointed Apostolic Administrator of the
Eparchy of the Protection of the Mother of God in Buenos Aries.
His Beatitude Sviatoslav’s native language is Ukrainian. He is fluent in
English, Italian, Polish,Russian, Spanish, Portuguese and Greek.
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is the largest Eastern Church in full union
with the Holy See. On 30 March 1991, Major Archbishop Myroslav Ivan Cardinal
Lubachivsky ended his exile in Rome and returned to Lviv. The Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church ended its forced clandestine existence in 1989 after a period of more
than 40 years of persecution by the Soviet Authorities.
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………………………………………………………Shepherd and Patriarch
A. He was born on

1.

B. Three important facts about his life:

C. If you were to meet Patriarch Sviatoslav, what 2 questions would you like to ask him?
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BISHOP PETER STASIUK C.SS.R
Eparch of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
In Australia, NZ and Oceania

24

Bishop Peter Stasiuk C.Ss.R
Bishop Peter Stasiuk was born in Roblin, Manitoba, Canada, in 1943. He
entered the Ukrainian rite Canadian Redemptorist Province in 1961. He was
ordained a priest in 1967 by the late Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk, the
former Archbishop of Winnipeg. Bishop Peter has served as a pastor in
Roblin, Ituna and Toronto in Canada. He has also spent much of his priestly
life at St. Vladimir’s College in Roblin, as a prefect of students, a teacher,
and in 1981 – 1993, as director of the College. He gave youth retreats, as
well as creating and running a Ukrainian cultural immersion camp. He was
on the Provincial Council of the Redemptorist Fathers and a Vocations
Director for many years. Bishop Peter has a keen interest in sports and
outdoor activities. He served as an ice hockey coach for many years.
In 1993, he was appointed Eparch for Ukrainian Catholics in Australia,
New Zealand, and Oceania.
In the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Bishop Peter has
chaired the Youth Commission, and various other committees. At present he
chairs the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission, a role he has held since
1994. He is chair of the committee which writes the Catechism of the Greek
Catholic Church, along with the upcoming Youth Catechism – ‘The Keys to
Understanding the Catechism’ and the new program for the Catechumenate
in the Church.
He was recently appointed to head the Apostleship of the Sea in the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.
In the Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference, he has been a member of
various committees, including: migrant affairs, ecumenical and interfaith
relations, justice and peace, and presently is in the Pastoral Life committee.
He is the Bishop Promoter of the Apostleship of the Sea in Australia.
He is a member of the Victorian Council of Churches and served as the
president of the VCC for one term.
In Australia and New Zealand, he has served as Eparch since 1993. He was
instrumental in introducing the Eparchial Statutes, the Eparchial Pastoral
Council, and the Eparchial Financial Council. St Catherine’s Early Learning
Centre was also recently built in Melbourne during his time.
Bishop Peter has been promoting the introduction of the mass media into
the life of the Church in the Eparchy. He writes for the Eparchial website
(www.catholicukes.org.au) and has been a weekly columnist in the
newspaper “Church and Life” since 1993. His articles have appeared in
various publications around the world. In 1997, he wrote a book titled “In
Touch With Reality.” Today his writing can be seen on the Eparchial
website.
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………………………………………………………Shepherd and Eparch
A. He was born on

1

B. Three important facts about his life:

C. If you were to meet Bishop Peter, what 2 questions would you like to ask him?
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:
EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
1. ARE THE EASTERN CHURCHES “UNDER” THE POPE?
The easy answer is yes – sort of. According to canon law, the pope has jurisdiction
over all the churches. How this jurisdiction is carried out depends on a number
of factors. First, it depends on the structure of the church in question. Generally the
pope works through his curia, and for the Eastern Catholic Churches, this would
be the Congregation for OrientalChurches. According to their profile, “This
Dicastery received from theSupreme Pontiff the mandate to be in contact with
the Oriental Catholic Churches for the sake of assisting their development, protecting
their rights and also maintaining whole and entire in one Catholic Church, alongside
the liturgical, disciplinary and spiritual patrimony of the Latin Rite, the heritageof
the various Oriental Christian traditions” (Vatican Web Site
DicasteryProfile).
If the pope needs to work directly with a given church he will deal with the head of
that church or if there is no head, may act directly. The structure of the church
determines if there is a head. Generally, patriarch and archepiscopal churches
have a head, while other structures do not.There is, however, a more appropriate
understanding of this relationship.The Eastern Catholic Churches are “in
communion” with the pope. Thismeans that the pope recognizes the various
Eastern Catholic Churches as valid churches and has entered into an agreement
by which the sacraments/mysteries are shared between members of the various
churches. This description more fully recognizes the fact that some of these churches
have their own heads.

2. WHO IS A PATRIARCH?
A patriarch is a bishop chosen to lead a particular church. He is a bishop or, if
not a bishop at the time of his election, must be ordained a bishop. He functions
in much the same way as the pope does. One of the developments of the
early church was the “pentarchy” or five patriarchates: Rome,
Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. These were the major
Sees of the church with, the “primacy of honor” granted to Rome.
Today in the Catholic Church the patriarchs are the Armenian Patriarch, the Coptic
Patriarch (technically the Patriarch of Alexandria), the Maronite Patriarch (Antioch),
the Melkite Patriarch (also Antioch), and the Syrian Church (also Antioch). For
completeness sake, we should also note that the Antiochian Orthodox Patriarch
and the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch also claim Antioch. So, this city where the
followers of Christ were first called “Christians” has no less than five
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patriarchs! While we’re on this topic, we should also note that there
are some honorific patriarchal Sees. The first of these was set up by the
Crusaders in Jerusalem. The bishop who heads that diocese has the honorary
title of Patriarch of Jerusalem. Patriarchs are in communion with the Pope and,
by virtue of that communion, acknowledge his juridic power over them. Other minor
or honorary patriarchates include Venice (which is itself, a combination of two
honorary Patriarchates, Aquileia and Grado) and Lisbon.

3. WHAT ARE THE CLERICAL RANKS IN EASTERN CHURCHES?
The position of bishop, priest, and deacon are found in all Catholic
Churches, whether Eastern or Latin. The Eastern Churches have, however,
retained the minor orders, especially the subdiaconate, which, for many, is a
permanent order – they do not progress to the diaconate or the priesthood.
Entrance into the clerical state takes place with tonsure, that is, the cutting of
some hair by the bishop.

4. “BYZANTINE CHURCHES”. WHAT ARE THEY? THE TERM
CHURCHES IS PLURAL – THERE’S MORE THAN ONE ?
The Byzantine Churches are those churches that follow the Byzantine liturgical
practices. These practices grew and developed primarily in and around
Constantinople, originally called “Byzantium” (today Istanbul in
Turkey), and thus the source of their name. Even though the city was
renamed in the fourth century, the ritual name remains. Most noticeable of these
practices are the two major Divine Liturgies that are used, those of Saint John
Chrysostom and Saint Basil. A third liturgy that of the Presanctified, is
found in all Byzantine Churches, but is actually derived primarily from the
work of Pope Saint Gregory the Great. This Presanctified Liturgy is also found in a
modified form in the Latin Church and is used on Good Friday for the
communion service and for Sunday Celebrations in the A bsence of a
Pr iest . . . a “communion service” The reason the term Churches is plural is
that there are fourteen churches that use the Byzantine Rite. Here is a list of the
Byzantine Rite Churches: Albanian, Bulgarian, Byelorussian, Croatian,
Georgian, Greek, Hungarian, Italo-Albanian, Melkite, Romanian, Russian,
Ruthenian, Slovakian and Ukrainian. Although they all use the same
Byzantine Rite, there may be small differences among them. These
differences, called “recensions,” are based upon the development of the
Liturgy within each community. The overall structures, and indeed even most of
the fine points, are identical other than language and musical style. Language in
the Eastern Churches has traditionally been that of the people, Church
services are chanted a capello i.e. without musical instruments
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