
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

  31st May– 7th June 2015 

Epistle Acts 2:1-11 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly a 
sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting 
on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came 
together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language. 7 And they were amazed and wondered, saying, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabians, we 
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God."  
Gospel - John 7:37-52, 8:12 37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing in the 
temple he cried out, "If any one thirst, let him come to me  38 and let the one  who believes in me, drink. As the 
scripture has said, 'Out of the believer’s  heart shall flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now  he said this about the 
Spirit, which  believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit  because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This is really the prophet." 41 Others said, "This is 
the Messiah." But some asked, "Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee? 42 Has not the scripture said 
that the Messiah is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?" 43 So 
there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on 
him. 45  Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why did you not 
arrest him?" 46 The police answered, "Never has anyone spoken like this man!" 47 Then the Pharisees relied, 
"Surely you have not been deceived too? 48 Has any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 
But this crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed." 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who 
was one of them, asked,   51 " our law does not judge a man without first giving him a hearing to find out what 
they are doing?" 52 They replied, "Surely you are not also from Galilee ? Search and you will see that no prophet 
is to arise from Galilee." 
 
8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." 
================================================================================ 
PENTECOST 
The feast of Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after the Resurrection of Jesus.  The Feast comes from the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  It was celebrated to commemorate the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai to Moses.  The Feast recalled 
God making a solemn Covenant with the Chosen People.  The Descent of the Holy Spirit in the Christian 
Scriptures signals the making of the New Covenant by God with the Church. 
 In the Book of Genesis, the whole world spoke one language.  The people became proud and wanted to 
build a tower to make a name for themselves.  God saw that their motives were pride and arrogance, so God 
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  PENTECOST Tone 7 



confused their tongues and people began to speak many different languages.  This is why the tower 
was called Babel. 
 In the Acts of the Apostles, the Holy Spirit comes down upon the Apostles while they were 
assembled in one place.  A rush of wind came into the house and the Holy Spirit fills each of the 
apostles, giving them the power to speak in all languages and to be understood by all. 
 It is a tradition not to kneel from Resurrection Sunday until Pentecost to celebrate Christ’s 
triumph over death.  On Pentecost Sunday, the faithful kneel for the kneeling prayers.  These 
prayers are usually prayed during Vespers on Pentecost Sunday.  During the week following Pentecost, the prayer 
“Heavenly King” is recited while kneeling at the beginning of every Divine Liturgy. 
 Traditionally, in the Byzantine Rite, Green is the colour associated with Pentecost.  The emphasis is always 
on the life-giving, life-renewing aspect of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit comes to bring new life to all.  
Churches and homes are often decorated with green boughs and branches to herald the life-giving Spirit. 
 
*************************************************** **************************************** 

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK Subject: Pentecost  
Today for the first time since Pascha, we say the prayer,  
"Heavenly King", Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of truth, present everywhere and filling all 
things, the treasury of good and giver of life, come and dwell in us and cleanse us from every 
impurity, and save our souls, Gracious One 
 

========================================================================= 
 
On Christmas we celebrate the coming of God the Son to earth. On Pentecost day we observe 
the coming of God the Holy Spirit to earth. 
The Spirit came in a wonderful way. Before Christ ascended into Heaven, He instructed His 
Apostles and followers to remain in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit would come. They 
gathered daily together, waiting. Then came the glorious tenth day, Sunday, the first day of the 
week. As they prayed in the upper room, they suddenly heard the sound of a mighty wind as it 
shook the very foundations of the house. Cloven tongues of blazing fire appeared over their 
heads. New life surged through their bodies and souls. The Holy Spirit had come at last! God 
the Son had gone, but God the Holy Spirit had come. 
When the Holy Spirit came.  He came when the believers in Christ had gathered in their church.  He came when 
this family of God had come together, expecting the Spirit to descend. And He came as they prayed. 
2.   Note, next, how He  came.  Wind and fire—these  were  the symbols that told them that the Holy Spirit had 
come.  Wind is a powerful but invisible force.   It can drive a ship across the mighty sea.   The Holy Spirit is 
likewise powerful but invisible.   He can lift a man from the depths of degradation to the heights of happiness. 
And fire? Fire is a marvelous symbol for the Holy Spirit. Fire cleanses; it is used, for instance, in industry to 
purify metals of all impurities. So the Spirit of God cleanses us from every sin. Fire enlightens; it is used to show 
the way in the darkness of the night. So the Spirit of God is a beacon that points to Christ, the "Light of the 
world," and the "Way" Whom we are to follow. Fire also warms; we use it to heat our homes from the bitter cold. 
The Spirit of God burns in our hearts, warming us with a love for God and fellow man. 
 
Let us note the results of His coming.  A great change came upon the people who had received the Holy Spirit.   
Before they had been afraid; when Christ was crucified they ran in fright.  Now they were unafraid; they defended 
Christ with all their might.   Before they had locked the door in fear of the foe; now they knocked on doors to 
speak of the  Saviour. 
Take a closer look at this change as it affected the Apostles. St. Peter had been weak and undependable; three 
times he had denied the Lord. He shook with fear when a servant accused him of being a follower of Christ. But 
now, filled with the Holy Spirit, he stood up and fearlessly preached of Christ to those who had crucified Him.  
Saints James and John had been vain; they wanted to sit, one on the left and the other on the right of Christ in His 
glory. They had also been quick of temper; they once besought Christ to wipe off the face of the earth the 
inhabitants of a town that had not listened to Him. But now a different spirit filled their hearts. 
 
But the greatest result of the coming of the Holy Spirit is in the Church. When Almighty God made the first man 
from the dust of the earth, the form laid on the ground, lifeless. Then God breathed into that form the breath of 
life, and man became a living soul. No less a miracle was wrought on Pentecost Day. Prior to it, Christ had 
formed His Church, but it lacked life and force. On Pentecost Day, God sent His Spirit into the Church, breathed 
into it through a mighty wind, and that Church stood up and became the living Body of Christ. No wonder 
Pentecost is often spoken of as the "birthday" of the Church. 
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We dare not let this great holyday pass without realising that the Holy Spirit still comes. This is precisely what distinguishes 
this day from all the other holy days of the Church. They all commemorate important sacred events of the past. On Christmas 
day we remember something that happened once long ago. On Good Friday we remember the death of Jesus long ago. On 
Easter Sunday we rejoice in an event that took place long before. But Pentecost Day not only celebrates an event of the past, it 
is an event of the present. The Holy Spirit still comes! Christ still sends Him to us! He dwells with us now. 
One of the common questions asked of children in classes on religion is: "Where is God?" If we try to answer that question, 
keeping in mind the fact that God is a Holy Trinity, we will discover an important truth about the Holy  Spirit.  
 
Where is God the Father? In the Lord's Prayer we say, "Our Father Who art in Heaven." The Father's address is Heaven. 
Where is God the Son? When He became flesh on Christmas Day He was on earth; His address was the Holy Land. When He 
ascended into Heaven and went back to the Father, His address became Heaven again. 
Where is God the Holy Spirit? What is His address? St. Paul tells us: "Know you not, that you are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit?" Yes, it's true, the Holy Spirit lives in the souls of pious, believing Christians. "Come and dwell in us," we sing in the 
Church's beautiful prayer to the Holy Spirit. We ask Him to come and take up His abode in us. And He will come, if we open 
the door and let Him in. 
A famous artist once painted a picture of Christ knocking on the door of a house. There was no lock or handle on the door. 
Many people thought the artist made a mistake in the painting. But no, he wanted to teach that the door must be opened from 
within. So it is with the Holy Spirit. He comes, but we must open the doors of our hearts and let Him In. May He come to us 
today; may Pentecost be repeated as we beseech the Holy Spirit to descend upon us.   Amen. Fr Iraneaus Canada 
======================================================================================== 
 The Paradox of Holiness    by Friar Jim Van Vurst, O.F.M. 
It is understandable that most people struggle with the desire to be holy. And that struggle exists because of a 
misunderstanding of what holiness really is. The best way to understand holiness is to think of this basic fact: holiness is our 
relationship with God. In other words, we can’t make ourselves holy. Holiness is really a sharing in God’s holiness within us. 
We need to seek God’s will in all things. Obviously, none of us can do that perfectly. We are born wounded. God knows this. 
That’s why Jesus gave his life for us in love. 
We must be open to God working within. And then we grow in holiness! Your next question might be, “But how do I know 
that I am growing in holiness?” The answer is this: most people won’t know. In fact, if someone is always looking for signs of 
holiness in himself or herself, he or she will be sorely disappointed. The fact is that saints never knew they were saints. They 
thought of themselves as great sinners. Read any autobiography of a saint and you will find that theme frequently in their 
writings. 
Growth in holiness will not be felt. Holiness is a result of struggle, hard work, and dedication to what the Gospels ask us to 
do. Sometimes there is more blood, sweat, and tears than any wonderful, ecstatic experiences. This means that our journey 
through life is indeed a life of faith. 
 
Grace of God 
Just look around you and within the circumstances of your life. You will find the path to holiness, though at times it may feel 
more like a struggle. 
What is essential to understand is that God is with us. The Spirit is always leading us, inspiring us, and enlightening us. Jesus, 
our Lord, is always leading us along the way. Husbands and wives, mothers and dads: they all find holiness in their vocation. 
I, as a Franciscan priest, find it within the circumstances of my calling. It may look as though I have some special graces that 
others do not. But that is not true. God gives each person the specific grace needed for his or her life. 
In the end, that will be part of the revelation of eternity—a never-ending, mind-blowing understanding of our earthly journey 
with God revealing every graceful detail of our journey with him. It should be utterly wonderful. 
================================================================================= 
UAWA & CYM invite community and friends to commemorate Ukrainian Heroes Day on Sunday May 31 
with a Requiem commencing immediately after Liturgy at the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 20 Ferguson St 
Maylands.  
Heroes Day the Commemoration of Heroes is an annual event in Ukraine, established in honor of Ukrainian soldiers - fighters 
for freedom of Ukraine, above all, the Knights of Kievan Rus, Cossacks from the Hetman era, riflemen and soldiers of the 
UNR and UPA armies and the OUN leaders. Today we also remember and honour the fallen on the Maidan – “the Heavenly 
Hundred” and the soldiers and volunteers who have died on the eastern front in the last 13 months fighting against the Russian 
invaders and terrorists. Glory to our Heroes! 
In Ukraine in its present form May 23 is the day of the commemoration but many events that honour this Commemoration are 
held all the following week. For convenience and greatest participation, public events, in part, take place on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday following the Commemoration. This year the UAWA will hold the commemoration on the fourth Sunday of May. 
In 1941, at the Second Great Gathering of Ukrainian Nationalists marked that May 23 will be set aside as Heroes Day. May 23 
was chosen as the  date because it is the date when Eugene Konovalets was killed in Rotterdam. It was also appropriate 
because "the best sons of Ukraine of the XX century" Mykola Mikhnovskyy and Simon Petliura had also perished in May. 
Before Ukraine gained independence the commemoration was held covertly, then with the proclamation of independence in 
1991, it began to acquire publicity. In Wa (as other parts of the western world Heroes Day has always been commemorated 
with the arrival of the first immigrants.  
Glory to our Heroes! Glory to Ukraine! 



UCU ‘s task is to study current problems through the prism of Christian faith, His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
Friday, 22 May 2015 
 
On May 20th at the festivities dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the Philosophy Theology Department at UCU, the Grand 
Chancellor of the University, His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, announced Vatican’s accreditation of UCU’s Theology 
Program .  
In his welcoming remarks, His Beatitude Sviatoslav underscored that it was Metropolitan Sheptytsky himself who wanted to 
have the highest level and the best quality of teaching of theology at the university. Unfortunately, due to world wars and a 
government that was not loyal to Ukrainians, this was not achieved. “Metropolitan Andrey saw an urgent need for a 
university because it is only the university that has the possibility to assist the Church to withstand various ideaologies, 
cultural waves, and other challenges of the present time. He perceived that without the nucleus of a high level of Theology 
Scholarship, our Church will not be able to survive. UCU is needed by the Church to preserve Ukrainian Christian identity,” 
emphasized the Patriarch. 
The idea of establishing the University was continually borne by Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, who nurtured it in the Stalin 
concentration camps, and who, as soon as he saw an opportunity to realize it — immediately made it happen. According to 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Patriarch Josyf saw that the Ukrainian Church which is alive in all the continents, cannot survive 
without a theological nucleus. For, it is without a Theology Department, that the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church would 
continue to remain a silent church… 
“I often said and I will repeat: I cannot imagine UGCC without UCU. One can feel this especially in Kyiv, the capital of our 
country,” stated the Patriarch. In my Epistle which I recently published, I wanted to stress that the responsibility for the 
development of Ukrainian Theology lies not only on UCU students or doctoral candidates, but on the whole Church.” 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk reminded all that the particularity of UCU lies in the ability to view the current issues 
(political and social processes, the Church’s transformation) with the eyes of faith. It is this characteristic which forms the 
identity of the Ukrainain Catholic University. Without the Chrsitian element, our University can be transformed into “a 
blown away salt”: one more, or one less. institute of higher education — this may go unnoticed by all, but if we want to 
realize the highest attainments of Ukrainan intellectual life, according to Metropolitan Andrey, then we cannot achieve this 
without a Christian, Catholic University, 
The Patriarch wished that the new slogan of the Department be the words of Apostle John: “I came, I saw, I believed”. 
Everyone who enters this University should leave it as a different person, transformed and illuminated by God’s grace. The 
Grand Chancellor noted that the receiving of the Vatican accreditation is not a special recognition; rather — it is a credit of 
faith, it poses new challenges for UCU lecturers and administration. 
Bishop Borys Gudziak, UCU President, firstsof all thanked all the witnesses and martyrs who fearlessly carried their faith 
through the impenetrable darkness of Stalinist repressions. The first ideas of creating a Theological Academy he discussed 
exactly with them — the persecuted priests and laity from the Underground Church. 
The Bishop also thanked all the lecturers who came from throughout the world: South Africa, USA, Canada, Australia. 
“There are tens and tens of names of those who as volunteers assisted us to create that which seemed totally impossible: a 
Catholic university in Ukraine,” said Bishop Borys. He also thanked the first students who enrolled in studying at the 
Academy, often in contradiction to the will of their own parents, and believed that it is truly possible: “This kind of courage 
by the students demanded great sacrifices from the lecturers. I think that in the history of Ukrainian Higher Education, there 
was no one who had such chances and possibilities as UCU students, from which they successfully benefitted. 
Rev. Bohdan Prach said that it is particularly important for the Universityu and the Philosophy-Theology Department, to 
understand at what stage of development we find ourselves today: “If the Bishop did not possess a deep and convincing faith 
in what he is doing, and the fact that this is to change society, if it werer not for the ecstatic faith of His Beatitude Lubomyr 
Husar, much would not have been done. Many people wouold not be here — including myself. For the sake of this University 
I also had to change my life and my country.” 
Rev. Rector descriobes that a big encouragement for the development of the University was the Pilgrimage of Saint John Paul 
II to Ukraine. “This truly was the breath of the Holy Spirit, who freed an enormous energy to come down upon our Church 
and our people,” related the rector, “God expected from us the kind of faith that overcomes all impediments. A faith, which 
would help us understand our future.” 
Today’s task of the Univeristy — is to raise the whole Church to the high level of Theology 
Education. This is needed by His Beatitude, all the bishops, all the faithful. We cannot be lazy, 
irresponsible. We have to be responsible for every word. It is Our Church. It is our responsibility. 
Together we are building this House of God on earth,” emphasized Rev. Bohdan Prach. 
In his concluding remarks, the Dean of the Department of Philosphy-Theology, Rev. Deacon 
Taras Zaviyskyy remembered 1999, the year in which the first meeting of the alumni of the 
renewed Theological Academy with the alumni of the pre-war Theologica Academy took place. 
The youngest person of that generation was in his 90’s. “This meeting clearly illustrates the 
interrupted tradition from which we come, circumstances and simultaneously challenges which we 
face: to catch up with the gaps in Theology, to partially correct history, which unjustly forced Our 
Church into silence,” stated Rev. Roman. He stressed that we are facing many gaps. For example, 
there exists no Ukrainian commentary not even to the Old Testament, but also not even to the New 
Testament.      Press-service UCU 



Dear Colleagues, 
 
I would like to inform Ukrainians that I have been invited to contribute to the  
SBS Insight program on 10th June 2015. I will be flown over for the event. 
 
The program that night will be focusing upon the legacy and effects of WWII. 
 
My research has been investigated - especially what effect the war had on my mother and those of her children, 
myself specifically. We are seen as living proof of the effects of this war. Obviously the material from my book 
may be covered as it was when I was interviewed a few days ago. They requested a copy of my book, have other 
material regarding Ukraine between the wars and 2 Holodomor interviews of mine. 
 
It was noted that the Holodomor may well come into discussion as life in Ukraine before the war. I am not certain 
what coverage our specific history will attract. 
I have quite a specific legacy as a result of what my mother went through before, during and after the war as a DP 
and migrant refugee, that is not unlike my Ukrainian contemporaries’. That is what they are interested in hearing. 
 
The guests on that programme will include Stalin’s Grandson, Yevgeny Dzhugashvili (from Moscow); a 
descendant of Hitler’s lawyer Hans Michael Frank, a German lawyer who worked for the Nazi Party during the 
1920s and 1930s, and later became Hitler's personal lawyer; Clifton Truman Daniel, grandson of the US President 
who ordered the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to name a few. They will be by satellite. 
 
It should be interesting viewing especially as the grandsons believe the best of their grandfathers. Dzhugashvili 
especially believes that his grandfather wasn’t the terrible person he has been portrayed as… Daniel states that 
his grandfather was sorry for the bombs but his memoirs state otherwise     

Dr Lesa Morgan     Grad Dip Lib; Grad Dip ED Admin; MEd Admin; DR Arts  (History) Principal: Relationship Wealth Management 

===================================================================================================================== 

PA System with wireless mics for use with donation to 
Roztiazhka. 

2 x 15” JBL Speakers on stands with 2 x wireless 
microphones for use with donation to the group. Ability to 
plug in iPod etc. 

Contact Mark Petrowsky for details 040 928 1004. See 
picture >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

========================================================== 

Words of Wisdom 

It’s through suffering that we grow in endurance, character, and ultimately, in hope. Our 
suffering is not without value if we know Jesus. When you are suffering, you can pray and 
unite your sufferings to the only one who truly loves you perfectly or knows all you are 
feeling. 

-from Ask The Bible Geek Minute Meditations—Fransican Media 

=================================================================== 

May the healing gift of time give you memories of life to fill the lonely places of your heart. 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 7 

31st May, 2015 
 

9:00 am 
 

11am >>> 

Holy Liturgy & 
Panahyda 

 

PENTECOST– descending of the Holy 
Spirit  

>>>and CYM lunch 

Mon 
1st June, 2015 

 
8:30am    Holy Liturgy  Mon of the Holy Spirit 

Tues 2nd June, 2015 8:30am 
 Holy Liturgy 

  

Wed 3rd June, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy  And  Molebyn to Our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Thurs 4th June, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy  

Fri 5th June, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy 
And Molebyn to Our Saviour Jesus Christ 

 

Sat 6th June  2015 
6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy  Both in English 

Sun 

Tone 8 

7th June, 2015 
 

9:00 am  
 

Holy Liturgy  
 1st Sun after Pentecost 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. This 
is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
Total now                  $12,250.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  
people to be able to get to the hall much easier. We 
are looking for donations to help cover costs of  the 
lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.  The cost of the lift 
was $42,000 
                             Total now $8428.81 
 
 Church donation -  
M & O Sirko $60 for candles 
Konderewicz family $100 for Late Wasyl 
Konderewicz—14 yrs ago and $100 for  
Mrs A Konderewicz—96th birthday. May 
Jesus bless you always 
=============================== 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information,   
all parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia   
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
If you wish to make a donation  
direct via bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian 
Catholic church) BSB 704235/ acct 
00006479 and email 
luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 

Cleaning Church Roster 
30th May—Irene Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy— 21st June at 4pm  

======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you can. If you need Fr 
Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book a time. 08) 92714711 
 
Fr Wolodymyr is also blessing houses. If you would like him to come bless your 
house, please make a booking  on  92714711 or email him on     
   w.kalinecki@ozemail.com.au 
================================================= 

An  important date on Church calendar. 
 

THERE WILL  BE A LUNCH  ON THIS  
SUN,  31ST MAY,  

FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY  
IN CHURCH HALL,  

MAYLANDS AFTER HOLY LITURGY. 
About 11am . ALL WELCOME 

Cost $15—Borsch, spaghetti bolognese, salad, 
cakes, tea and coffee.  

================================================== 
Thank you to Temnyk family for $100 donation for memory of Late 
mother Halina—20 years ago 
 
And also $100 in memory of Late Antonina Zelihowska—20 years ago 
 

Vichnaya Pamyat—Eternal Memory 


