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Epistle: A reading from the first epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians(1Cor. 8, 8-9, 2 
Brethren, Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. Only take 

care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, 
at table in an idol's temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your 
knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will never eat 
meat, lest I cause my brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my 
workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the 
Lord. 

 
And Heb. 7:7-17).  Brethren, It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. Here tithes are received by 

mortal men; there, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid 
tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. Now if perfection had been 
attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been 
for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? For when there is a 
change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. For the one of whom these things are spoken 
belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from 
Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. This becomes even more evident when another 
priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not according to a legal requirement concerning bodily 
descent but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed of him, "Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of 
Melchizedek." 

 
Gospel A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matt. 25, 21-46;  
"When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him 

will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then 
the King will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' Then the righteous will 
answer him, 'Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink? And 
when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? And when did we see 
thee sick or in prison and visit thee?' And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.' Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 
Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?' Then he will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the 
least of these, you did it not to me.' And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
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This Week’s Readings 

Epistle: 
1Cor 8:8-9:2 and 

Heb 7:7-17 

Gospel:  Matt. 25, 21-46; and  

Lk. 2, 22-40). 

Meatfare Sunday & 

Presentation Jesus 

to Temple   

Tone 3 



And Lk. 2, 22-40).At that time, when the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, "Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons." Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And inspired 
by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, "Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation 
which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to thy people Israel." And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts out of 
many hearts may be revealed." And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanu-el, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to 
God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything 
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

================================================================================ 
The passage from Matthew that we heard moments ago is a sobering one. On the throne of judgment Christ separates the righteous, who 

go to eternal life, and the cursed, who go to eternal punishment. And what are the criteria for entry into heaven? It’s easy to get lost in 
arguments as we try to contain God, the uncontainable One. But Christ said plainly, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me...as you did it to the least of my brethren, you did it to me.” 

Transient as many people who find their way to Vegas are, we’re presented personally with opportunities to help those in need. We 
cannot be responsible for the outcomes of our acts of kindness to others in need; it’s enough that Christ commands that we meet the needs 
of those lacking, to the point in saying that it is He whom we serve by ministering to them. We will be judged on our actions. The day will 
come when we will stand before God and be judged on the whole of our lives, we are in fact in judgment all the time—our own judgment, 
our own conscience, to which the Holy Spirit speaks. As we approach Great Lent and the expected attention to fasting from certain foods, 
it’s easy to make the practice of fasting an end in itself rather that a means to an end. The Lenten practices and services of the Church were 
made to strengthen us spiritually, to bring us to a sober accountability for our behaviors and the direction of our lives. As St. Paul expresses 
in today’s Epistle reading, what’s not so important is the food we eat, but rather, how our choices buildup or erode the faith of others. Like 
the Gospel reading, judgment falls on us in how we are a blessing or a curse to others. ”May God grant us the awareness to see 
opportunities to serve Him in those who need the basics of life and human compassion, and may He also grant us the courage to carry out 
that diakonia. And may we focus on the things that edify and build up others and ourselves spiritually, so that we may have a good account 
at the awesome, fearful, and dreaded judgment seat of Christ. 

Let’s read one more passage from James 2:12-13, "12 So whenever you speak, or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by 
the law of love, the law that set you free. 13 For there will be no mercy for you if you have not been merciful to others. But if you have 
been merciful, then God’s mercy toward you will win out over his judgment against you."If we show compassion to others, if we do works 
of love for those in need, this will indeed cover a multitude of sins and gain us salvation. Technically, speaking Jesus Christ has redeemed 
us from sin, but it is our own response to His love in loving others that actualizes that our redemption. 

These weeks before Lent, especially Meatfare and Cheesefare, call us to focus on very concrete things for a reason. Jesus didn’t just sit 
down and think about what it would be like to fast for forty days in the desert, and then contemplate how that might change him; he actually 
went there and actually fasted. If my Lent consists of: “I’ll give up desserts; I’ll cut an hour of my TV time; I’ll say an ten extra minutes of 
prayers each night...”; that’s wonderful; but it’s not Lent, because it’s all just symbolic. A symbol—whether it be a picture or a word or a 
symbolic act—no matter how meaningful it may be, is still just a ghost. If it has no substance, it cannot change me concretely. But if my 
Lent is not just a symbol—if it is something which I allow to completely reorient my life, turning me away from the things of this world 
toward the things of God to the extent that my state if life permits—then, over the course of a lifetime of Lents, it can make the difference 
between heaven and hell. And that—at the risk of sounding amusingly tempered—is not insignificant.  

Reduce the noise in our homes. Turn off the TV, the video games. Come away from the internet, the i-pad, and whatever other gadget 
that injects noise into our life. In the stillness that ensues, descend beneath the boredom that may threaten you and begin the work of 
fighting to get into your soul to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ, His Holy Cross. Read and meditate on the daily assigned 
Scripture readings. Pray the Psalms, memorize some Psalms. Put together a Lenten menu. Look for ways to practice charity, starting 
perhaps with the members of your own family! As much as possible, tweak your daily calendar so that you can participate in as many 
services as possible during Great Lent. 

St. John Chrysostom points out that the Lord did not tell us to heal the sick, just to visit them.  He did not say to give someone who was 
thirsty great vats of wine, He said (in an earlier chapter),  “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name 
of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.”  A shirt, a short visit, a cup of cold water:  these things are not 
monumental things or tasks. They are everyday, common place tasks and things. 

We do not know the day of the Lord’s judgment, though, so we are called to live our repentance now, not to put it off to some future 
time.  There are many ways to live out the Lord’s commandment every day.  We meet Christ every day of our lives, now we have to truly 
see Him as well.  Amen.  Fr Iraneaus  OSBM Canada 
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http://www.sthermanmpls.org/article.php?id=2377 This last week, our assigned reading took us to the LORD’s trial and crucifixion; 
i.e., we read of the world’s judgment of Christ. This morning, our assigned reading takes us to the Last Day, when Christ judges the world. 
The juxtaposition of these two readings shows us that, while the world judges Christ on the plane of history, Christ is judging the world on 
the plane of eternity. Yet, from the juxtaposition of these two biblical readings, a composite image of Christ judging the world comes into 
view: we see Christ judging the world from the Cross. 
Today in the Church, but one week away now before Great Lent begins, we draw near the gates of Great Lent rising tall and regal before 
us. Here, in her liturgical worship, the Church opens us onto that dread and fearsome moment of the Last Judgment. Here, in the Church, 
we stand at the threshold between time and eternity. This is where we will stand in the bitter hour of our death. The world falls away 
behind us, except for the world that we have brought with us, the world that clings to us, the world that we cling to like Adam and Eve 
clinging to their garments of fig leaves. Here, in the Church, it is given to us to enter this fearsome, holy moment even now, before our 
death. 
Even though we hide behind our worldly garments of fig leaves hoping to protect ourselves from the all-seeing eye of the Judge, we stand 
naked before the LORD, the Judge of all, as did Adam and Eve in the Garden; for, the living and powerful Word of God, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, pierces our worldly garments all the way to the division of soul and spirit and discloses the hidden things, the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. (Heb 4:12) 
Here in the Church, in a mystical, real way, we can step outside of the world to stand in our hearts on this threshold between time and 
eternity even before we have died and left the world. We can do this in the Church because the Church spans time and eternity; she holds 
this gap within her bosom, for she is the Mother who gave birth to Christ in whom heaven and earth, time and eternity are united. Every 
year at this time, so long as we are in the world, she brings us to this moment of the Last Day at the threshold of time and eternity, because 
this is the moment when the hidden things of our heart are disclosed, when our eternal destiny hangs in the balance, and the Church 
earnestly desires to save us. 
Let the world in its futility and blindness judge the LORD. Let us open the ears of our soul and answer the call of the Church to leave the 
world and to stand in our hearts before the LORD here at the gates of Great Lent, and let us submit ourselves to His judgment as we 
prepare to enter the gates of Great Lent. But, look well at the image set before us this morning from the Church’s Gospel lectionary: we are 
standing before the Cross of the LORD, very much like we will do on Great and Holy Thursday evening; and, the LORD, without saying a 
word, is judging us from the Cross. 
I am not able to read this morning’s Gospel without squirming. My mind races; I look around wildly for a way to justify myself. But, in the 
searing light of this parable, I see that even the good things I might claim are polluted by an all-pervasive vanity and pride. My worldly 
accomplishments and achievements are worthless; they are but so many towers of Babel, emblems of my conceit. The eternity they 
promised is but a mirage – castles in the sky produced from clouds of dust. 
“When did we see you and not minister to you?” cry the goats. Doesn’t this sound like the prayer of the self-righteous Pharisee and the 
elder son, their delusion of grandeur fallen back into the dust, leaving them bewildered and confused? 
“When did we see you and minister to you?” This to me is what the publican, the Canaanite woman, the prodigal son would say. I think it 
is what one who has ‘seen’ God, even if it is only a glimpse, would say. To me, it sounds like the cry of Abraham when he fell before the 
LORD at the Oaks of Mamre: “I am but dust and ashes!” Or, the prayer of St Peter at the great catch of fish, when he realized who Jesus 
was: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man!” Or, of Isaiah the prophet when he saw the LORD enthroned in His heavenly temple: “Woe 
is me, for I am a man of unclean lips, dwelling among a people of unclean lips.” 
Those who have seen God bear witness that one can scarcely contain even a drop of God’s love for even an instant without feeling that 
one’s heart will break; and yet, we were made to contain God as living temples. Is not the judgment that we begin to feel, standing before 
the judgment seat of Christ’s Holy Cross the smallness of our heart as we gaze on the expanse of God’s compassion “shown forth” in His 
Cross? Christ crucified on the Cross is the final “epiphany”, the revelation of the fullness of the mystery of God, who is love. It is also the 
revelation of who we really are beneath the fig leaves of our worldliness. We are created in the image and likeness of God, made to 
become partakers of the divine nature. 
Standing in that moment of judgment, how the soul wishes she had been more diligent to redeem the time of her life in the body to enlarge 
her heart, not to build bigger barns so that she would be strong enough to receive the fullness of God and become who she really is, the 
bride of Christ. 
The Lenten Gates are set to open next Sunday. We stand in a mystical and real way this morning in the hour of our death, on the threshold 
between time and eternity. But, we have not died. We are still in the world. It is not yet too late. There is still time for us to repent. In this 
morning’s Gospel image of the LORD judging us from His Cross, revealing to us our true nature and destiny, do we wish to enter the 
Lenten arena of the spiritual struggle and to take up the spiritual fight of uniting ourselves to Christ in His Holy Pascha? 
We do as the Church tells us to do. First, let us stand before the LORD in our heart this morning and pray: “Have mercy on us, O LORD, 
have mercy on us; for, laying aside every excuse, (taking off all our fig leaves of self-justification, and standing naked before you, as we 
did at our baptism) we sinners offer to Thee as to our Master, have mercy on us!” “LORD Jesus Christ, Son of God, Son of David, have 
mercy on me, a sinner!” 
Next, we begin the fast next week, as the Church prescribes, according to our strength and our circumstances. We begin to fast this week 
from all meat. Dairy is still permitted. We are getting ready to take up the full fast, which begins next Sunday evening, according to our 
strength and our circumstances. 
Reduce the noise in our homes. Turn off the TV, the video games. Come away from the internet, the i-pad, and whatever other gadget that 
injects noise into our life. In the stillness that ensues, descend beneath the boredom that may threaten you and begin the work of fighting to 
get into your soul to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ, His Holy Cross. Read and meditate on the daily assigned Scripture readings. 
Pray the Psalms, memorize some Psalms. Put together a Lenten menu. Look for ways to practice charity, starting perhaps with the 
members of your own family! As much as possible, tweak your daily calendar so that you can participate in as many services as possible 
during Great Lent. 
In all of this, we are getting ready to take up our cross as our weapon of victory, the Lenten disciplines of prayer and fasting, confession of 
sins and acts of mercy. We are taking up this spiritual fight to take back our souls and offer ourselves to Christ; but, we do not undertake 
this effort by ourselves. We are surrounded by the saints, the holy angels, the Theotokos, Christ Himself. We do this together, encouraging 
one another, helping one another by our prayers, by coming together in the services and offices of the Church. We do this together as 
members of the body of Christ. It is Christ who is working in us as we each one take up our cross, our weapon of victory, and make ready 
as the New Israel to break camp and enter those royal doors of Great Lent, and begin our Exodus to Christ’s Holy Pascha. Amen! 
                                                                                                                                       Articles from Fr Iraneaus OSBM Canada 



Proud to be Ukrainian Catholic but don’t expect me in Church Posted by: Ivan Mysiv in   Bishop Peter's Articles 

February 3, 20150                                                                                                                                                         

Research confirms what we already know. We have many who say that they belong to our church but that does  not mean that                
they feel that they should actually go to the church. We also know that these people    have great difficulties describing or                      
explaining the church, the sacraments, salvation, and the role of the priest, the bishop, or the pope. They often disagree with          what 
they feel the church says about moral issues but they have a very strong concern for individual freedom, human rights,              tolerancand 
acceptance of different and various life styles. This may not always be connected with religious belief.                                                     
Yes! We all know that this is what the situation is. The better question now is what are we going to do about it? 

Christianity and our church are not without its positives and opportunities. It is helpful to know the problem. Those who want to change 
the Church for the better must commit themselves to a definite plan and vision. So what should the Ukrainian Catholic Church do? Be it as 
it may, no one can really live without God. Stressing the unconditional love of God for all of us is vital. Jesus did definitely promise that 
He can give us a fulfilling life. This is what the church’s mission is and we must preach it. Secular life leads to a fundamental unhappiness. 
The church through Jesus Christ can change a person’s life. 

This can only happen in each person’s life through a personal relationship with Jesus. Jesus is alive and present in the world. Our salvation 
depends on our ability to have a relationship with Jesus. Catholic teaching has a very unique communal nature. We meet God in and 
through the church. 

Youth have heard about the sacraments. They recognize that these moments of contact with Jesus are vital. (Baptism, Holy Eucharist, 
Marriage etc.). The church must redouble its effort to bring this to the relevance of each member. The lack of a constant, real, and 
meaningful relationship with this church hurts a Christian’s chance to receive the strength and grace which one needs to travel towards the 
spiritual reward one needs and expects. 

The role of the church is less about authority and tradition than it is about the church’s ability to witness the love and life of Christ – the 
community. Young people today want and need guidance but only if it is presented in a meaningful way. There is much to be admired 
about the culture we live in. Jesus surely would have used the positives of today’s society to inspire new members to His Church! 

Everybody knows that short comings exist in our world. Young people are also ready to understand and to try to figure out that, despite the 
problems and the lack of connection with the Divine, the journey to the sacred can and should proceed. The Ukrainian Catholic Church is 
relevant in today’s world. 

==================================================================================================

UGCC Head: "Without a fatherly hug, it's hard to li ve and to love"  Monday, 09 February 2015                                 
The Prelate noted that today the Church is living through, perhaps one of its most famous pages of Christ's Gospel, known as the Parable 
of the Prodgical Son. (Last Sun) "In this parable there is one gesture which can be perceived as the key to this family drama: a father and 
his two sons -- a gesture which surprises and inspires at the same time. This gesture is the fatherly embrace. Researchers of the Holy 
Scripture say that the embrace of the father is the best gesture which shows us who Our Heavenly Father is. It shows us what went on in 
the heart of the father, who first lost one son, and then the other," stated the preacher.  His Beatitude Sviatoslav believes that these 
"embraces of the father are the moment when the son transforms himself froma a servant to a master, because he receives a ring." That son, 
he says, who lost a father and never expected to be embraced by him, once more feels his dignity as a son. And again, he receives the 
whole family. The father himself says: My son died and lives again. Where? In the embrace of his father. He was lost and he is found. 
When? In the embrace of his father. The father offers the older son the same kind of embrace. However, unfortunately, the older son does 
not hurry into the father's embrace. "We do not know how this story ends," continued His Beatitude Sviatoslav -- did the older son 
resurface or not. Because this gesture was probably the greatest feeling of love in our life. When truly crying, we began to laugh. Anxiety 
gets transformed into certainty. When I was lost, I felt that father and mother were the ones, who found me and protected me." 

Evangelist Luke, noted the speaker, tells us today that our father, who opens his embrace is our God. His embraces are open to all of us. 
He is the one who first tries to meet us. "How often do we feel lost in life, abandoned, as if the whole world has forgotten about us. And, 
perhaps, at that moment we feel that the one who embraces us is our God. In His embrace we revive, in His embrace we find ourselves, 
receive a certainty about tomorrow. Christ's Church teaches us, that that moment in which we feel that God embraces us," -- that is the 
Hol;y Sacrament of Forgiveness. When we, prodigal sons and daughters, with a bowed head come to God, acknowledging our sins . And 
we always hear :"your sins are forgiven you," said the Church Head."Fatherly embraces --- hurry to discover God for me." "How inspiring 
and life-going do these words sound today. Because sometimes we have the impression that before us, before all Ukraine, someone opens 
their embrace, but they prove to be deadly. Someone closes their embrace, deeming us undignified to sit at their banquet table. And how 
important it is for us to understand that all those embraces about which we know, do not rescue, do not save..." UGCC Prelate asks us to 
consider.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
"May we all today, our Ukraine, feel in the embrace of our God. In an embrace that provides real certainty and                                   
strength, that returns dignity, provides life. Let us be sure that our Heavenly Father will never close those embraces                                    
to us," wished His Beatitude Sviatoslav.                                      UGCC Department of Information 

                                                                                                        



“Make your hearts firm” (James 5:8)     Lent  message from Pope Francis for 2015 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each communities and every believer. Above all it is a “time of grace” (2 
Cor6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he himself has not first given us. “We love because he first has loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). He is not aloof from 
us. Each one of us has a place in his heart. He knows us by name, he cares for us and he seeks us out whenever we turn away from him. He is interested in 
each of us; his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens to us. Usually, when we are healthy and comfortable, we forget about others 
(something God the Father never does): we are unconcerned with their problems, their sufferings and the injustices they endure… Our heart grows cold. 
As long as I am relatively healthy and comfortable, I don’t think about those less well off. Today, this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global 
proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a globalization of indifference. It is a problem which we, as Christians, need to confront. 
When the people of God are converted to his love, they find answers to the questions that history continually raises. One of the most urgent challenges 
which I would like to address in this Message is precisely the globalization of indifference. 
Indifference to our neighbour and to God also represents a real temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent we need to hear once more the voice of 
the prophets who cry out and trouble our conscience. 
God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he gave his Son for our salvation. In the Incarnation, in the earthly life, death, and resurrection of the 
Son of God, the gate between God and man, between heaven and earth, opens once for all. The Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks to 
her proclamation of God’s word, her celebration of the sacraments and her witness of the faith which works through love (cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends 
to withdraw into itself and shut that door through which God comes into the world and the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the Church, 
must never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed and wounded. 
God’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To further this renewal, I would like to propose for 
our reflection three biblical texts. 
1. “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) – The Church 
The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal into ourselves which is indifference. The Church offers us this love of God by her teaching and 
especially by her witness. But we can only bear witness to what we ourselves have experienced. Christians are those who let God clothe them with 
goodness and mercy, with Christ, so as to become, like Christ, servants of God and others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of Holy Thursday, with its rite 
of the washing of feet. Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet, but he came to realize that Jesus does not wish to be just an example of how we should 
wash one another’s feet. Only those who have first allowed Jesus to wash their own feet can then offer this service to others. Only they have “a part” with 
him (Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others. 
Lent is a favourable time for letting Christ serve us so that we in turn may become more like him. This happens whenever we hear the word of God and 
receive the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we become what we receive: the Body of Christ. In this body there is no room for the indifference 
which so often seems to possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs to one body, and in him we cannot be indifferent to one another. “If one part 
suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honoured, all the parts share its joy” (1 Cor 12:26). 
The Church is the communio sanctorum not only because of her saints, but also because she is a communion in holy things: the love of God revealed to us 
in Christ and all his gifts. Among these gifts there is also the response of those who let themselves be touched by this love. In this communion of saints, in 
this sharing in holy things, no one possesses anything alone, but shares everything with others. And since we are united in God, we can do something for 
those who are far distant, those whom we could never reach on our own, because with them and for them, we ask God that all of us may be open to his 
plan of salvation. 
2. “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9) – Parishes and Communities 
All that we have been saying about the universal Church must now be applied to the life of our parishes and communities. Do these ecclesial structures 
enable us to experience being part of one body? A body which receives and shares what God wishes to give? A body which acknowledges and cares for 
its weakest, poorest and most insignificant members? Or do we take refuge in a universal love that would embrace the whole world, while failing to see 
the Lazarus sitting before our closed doors (Lk 16:19-31)? 
In order to receive what God gives us and to make it bear abundant fruit, we need to press beyond the boundaries of the visible Church in two ways. 
In the first place, by uniting ourselves in prayer with the Church in heaven. The prayers of the Church on earth establish a communion of mutual service 
and goodness which reaches up into the sight of God. Together with the saints who have found their fulfilment in God, we form part of that communion in 
which indifference is conquered by love. The Church in heaven is not triumphant because she has turned her back on the sufferings of the world and 
rejoices in splendid isolation. Rather, the saints already joyfully contemplate the fact that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, they have triumphed once 
and for all over indifference, hardness of heart and hatred. Until this victory of love penetrates the whole world, the saints continue to accompany us on 
our pilgrim way. Saint Therese of Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, expressed her conviction that the joy in heaven for the victory of crucified love 
remains incomplete as long as there is still a single man or woman on earth who suffers and cries out in pain: “I trust fully that I shall not remain idle in 
heaven; my desire is to continue to work for the Church and for souls” (Letter 254, July 14, 1897). 
We share in the merits and joy of the saints, even as they share in our struggles and our longing for peace and reconciliation. Their joy in the victory of the 
Risen Christ gives us strength as we strive to overcome our indifference and hardness of heart. 
In the second place, every Christian community is called to go out of itself and to be engaged in the life of the greater society of which it is a part, 
especially with the poor and those who are far away. The Church is missionary by her very nature; she is not self-enclosed but sent out to every nation and 
people. Her mission is to bear patient witness to the One who desires to draw all creation and every man and woman to the Father. Her mission is to bring 
to all a love which cannot remain silent. The Church follows Jesus Christ along the paths that lead to every man and woman, to the very ends of the earth 
(cf. Acts 1:8). In each of our neighbours, then, we must see a brother or sister for whom Christ died and rose again. What we ourselves have received, we 
have received for them as well. Similarly, all that our brothers and sisters possess is a gift for the Church and for all humanity. 
Dear brothers and sisters, how greatly I desire that all those places where the Church is present, especially our parishes and our communities, may become 
islands of mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference! 
3. “Make your hearts firm!” (James 5:8) – Individual Christians 
As individuals too, we have are tempted by indifference. Flooded with news reports and troubling images of human suffering, we often feel our complete 
inability to help. What can we do to avoid being caught up in this spiral of distress and powerlessness? 
First, we can pray in communion with the Church on earth and in heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices united in prayer! The 24 
Hours for the Lord initiative, which I hope will be observed on 13-14 March throughout the Church, also at the diocesan level, is meant to be a sign of this 
need for prayer. Second, we can help by acts of charity, reaching out to both those near and far through the Church’s many charitable organizations. Lent 
is a favourable time for showing this concern for others by small yet concrete signs of our belonging to the one human family. 
Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion, since their need reminds me of the uncertainty of my own life and my dependence on God and my 
brothers and sisters. If we humbly implore God’s grace and accept our own limitations, we will trust in the infinite possibilities which God’s love holds 
out to us. We will also be able to resist the diabolical temptation of thinking that by our own efforts we can save the world and ourselves. 
As a way of overcoming indifference and our pretensions to self-sufficiency, I would invite everyone to live this Lent as an opportunity for engaging in 
what Benedict XVI called a formation of the heart (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 31). A merciful heart does not mean a weak heart. Anyone who wishes to be 
merciful must have a strong and steadfast heart, closed to the tempter but open to God. A heart which lets itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to bring love 
along the roads that lead to our brothers and sisters. And, ultimately, a poor heart, one which realizes its own poverty and gives itself freely for others. 
During this Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let us all ask the Lord: “Fac cor nostrum secundum cor tuum”: Make our hearts like yours (Litany of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus). In this way we will receive a heart which is firm and merciful, attentive and generous, a heart which is not closed, indifferent or 
prey to the globalization of indifference. 
It is my prayerful hope that this Lent will prove spiritually fruitful for each believer and every ecclesial community. I ask all of you to pray for me. May 
the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you. 
From the Vatican, 4 October 2014   Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi                                                           Pope FRANCIS 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 3 

15th Feb, 2015 
 

9:00 am 
 

Holy Liturgy 
 

Presentation of Jesus into the Temple—
(Stritena) and Meatfare Sunday 

Mon 
16th Feb, 2015 

 
 No  Holy Liturgy  

Tues 17th Feb 2015 
8:30am 

 
Holy Liturgy 

  

Wed 18th Feb, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy   

Thurs 19th Feb, 2015 
8:30 am 

 
 Holy Liturgy  

  

Fri 20th Feb, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy   

Sat 21stFeb 2015 
6pm  
7pm 

 Vespers  and  
Holy Liturgy  In English–  

Sun 

Tone 4 

22nd Feb, 2015 
 

9:00 am  
5pm 

Holy Liturgy  
Northam Cheese-fare Sunday 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. 
The Church building is in need of repairs and so 
the Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  
people to be able to get to the hall much easier. We 
are looking for donations to help cover costs of  the 
lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.  The cost of the lift 
was $42,000 
                                Total now $8328.81 
Church donation  
Lilia Orikhouska and family $70.00 
Mrs M Hamiwka $20 for newsletter costs 
Thank you for your donations. May Jesus 
bless you all 
=============================== 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information,   
all parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia   
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 
Or post to PO Box 230, Dianella 6059 
 

Cleaning Church Roster 
Sat 14th Feb—Irene Grynychyn 
Sat 21st Feb 
Fri 27th Feb Nataliya Liakishev 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy  on     
                          Sun 22nd Feb—5pm   
 If you are coming please bring a plate as we have snacks  
                                                       after Liturgy  
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you can. If you 
need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book a time. 08) 92714711 
 
Fr Wolodymyr is now blessing houses. If you would like him to come 
bless your house, please make a booking on  92714711 or email him on 
w.kalinecki@ozemail.com.au 
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is for sale. 
Do you know of anyone who might be interested in buying it? It is a re-
tirement unit, so the occupant would need to be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
======================================== 
Some important dates on Church calendar 
Mon 23rd Feb is first day of Great Lent . Fasting day—no meat 
 
Palm Sun 5th April—church fete which is also RC Easter 
Our Good Friday is April 10th 
Our Easter is Sun 12th April 
Blessing Graves at Karrakatta—18th April 2pm (other cemetery 
blessings will be notified here later. 
================================================== 
Choir News 
The Church Choir will have a rehearsal on Tuesday 3rd March at 
7.30pm in the church hall in preparation for singing the Liturgy on 
Sunday 8th March at 9.00am. New members always welcome. Suzanna 


