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Epistle A reading from the epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians (Col. 11, 9-10; 17-23; 32-40) 
Brothers and Sisters, By faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom it was said, "Through Isaac shall your descendants be 
named." He considered that God was able to raise men even from the dead; hence, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 
each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made 
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his burial. By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hid for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not 
afraid of the king's edict. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength 
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking 
and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with 
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated-- of whom the world was not 
worthy-- wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well 
attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart 
from us they should not be made perfect. 

Gospel:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matt.1, 1-25) 
The Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of 

Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez 
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of 
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of 
Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David 
the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat 
the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of 
Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, 
and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of She-alti-el, and She-alti-el the father of 
Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 
and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of 
Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David 
were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
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of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send her 
away quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be 
called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 

================================================================================ 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF HIS GRACE BISHOP PETER STASIUK  
Posted by: Ivan Mysiv in Bishop Peter's Articles, December 24, 2014 
To the priests, deacons, sisters and faithful, 
Christ is Born! 
Our Christmas carols are really inspiring, they tell us about the birth of Christ. For most people they 

conjure up images of Christmas past. They remind us of family, friends, of people who brought us a gift 
when we were children. Christmas images are ones of the baby Jesus and of family. 

Our own eparchial family has much to be grateful for this year. We can all say that this year God has 
blessed us. We were visited by our Patriarch Sviatoslav. His visit was inspirational to all of us certainly. His 
Beatitude met us here, and now has a much better idea of Australia, and the eparchy. 

For the first time in history, we have been visited by a serving president of Ukraine. President Petro Poroshenko 
and his wife Maryna, together with the Prime Minister of Australia Tony Abbott visited our cathedral parish. This 
brought us closer to Ukraine than ever before. Personally I was inspired by the visit. We have traditionally 
maintained a close relationship with Ukraine. Many of us have a close connection with our relatives in Ukraine. 
Interestingly, the young people in our community are developing a closer relationship by visiting Ukraine and at the 
same time, going back to their ancestral churches. 

Our Eparchy is participating with the rest of our church in the vision 2020 campaign. Our parishes are 
participating in a process of catechetical, spiritual and liturgical renewal. That is reviving them along with parishes 
throughout our church. Under the leadership of our patriarch the vision 2020 committee has provided us with a lot 
of useful material. 

We have been called by the Patriarch to Ukraine next year for a Sobor of the Church. Before that though, we need 
to be having an Eparchial Sobor about the six themes of the Vision 2020 campaign. This Eparchial Sobor, is to 
examine how we as an eparchy are dealing with the renewal process so far. We then go to Ukraine and share what 
we have achieved and learn from them what they have achieved. This always ends up being a process where people 
from different eparchies begin to make contact with each other, and thus support each other in the process of being 
creative in their vision 2020 process. 

Our community in New Zealand has become more and more a living parish. We have been serving them from 
here so far, but we are soon to be blessed by having a Redemptorist priest, Fr. Ihor Kolisnyk, serving our New 
Zealand community full time. 

As regards ordinations, we have had ordinations like never before. Fathers Ivan Mysiv and Mykola Segedi were 
ordained to the priesthood for the eparchy this year. Michael Zylan, Justin McDonnell and Richard Charlwood, were 
ordained to the diaconate. God is really blessing us with vocations. The prayers and devotion of our people have 
been heard by God. 

May God bless us this Christmas, and make it a Christ filled Christmas in which we bring the new born Jesus into 
the hearts and minds of all who we meet. 

+ Peter 
 
 
An icon: Nativity of Christ, The addoration of the Magi, An icon from 

the 2nd half of the 12th century. St Catherine’s Monastery Mt Sinai 
 
 

======================================================= 
 
Sr Maria Moravski SSMI came to visit us in Perth last week from Melbourne. 
 
Hopefully it was a pleasant and restful time even though it was such a short visit. 
 
Wish you God’s blessings Sr Maria. All the best for 2015 
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"When the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son" (Galatians 4:4-7). 
 
The birth of the Saviour Jesus Christ — this is the subject and the event of these days, 
the greatest event of world history. It lives and will live forever in the hearts of those 
who believe in Jesus Christ. The birthdays of other great men of history are already 
forgotten. Their names are like smoke and have vanished; they have burst like soap 
bubbles, according to St. Basil the Great. Rejoice, O Brethren, with great joy. Sing, 
glorify Him, be thankful, and come to the cave in order to venerate the Lord of glory. 
"The Word became flesh," St. Athanasius wrote, "in order to make man receptive of 
divinity. He became poor in order that we through his poverty might become rich. He 
descended, that He might raise us up. He was tempted, that we might conquer. He 
accepted the worst, to give us the best." 
Christ the Savior was born in the town of Bethlehem. When? Paul gives us the answer: "When the fullness of 
time was come;" and since then time has been divided into two major periods, Before Christ and After 
Christ. Before Christ is the period of the fallen world. The period After Christ is the time of the resurrection 
and redemption. This is how the prophets foretold it. This was also the feeling of the great spirits of 
antiquity: that a redeemer of the human race would be sent. The Prophet Isaiah, with his prophetical eyes, 
sees Him being born of a virgin in a cave. Moreover, Isaiah sees Him being accepted in the manger by the 
irrational animals and being rejected by the people of Israel. 
No earthly king, before and after, was presented by God in such a manner In mankind's History — only the 
King of Kings, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. The astronomers have confirmed this celestial phenomenon. 
Our Heavenly Father quite clearly proclaimed to the world that there and then His beloved Son was born. 
Today we celebrate the birth-day of our Lord. At that time, the night was illuminated by a shining star. The 
eternal Light-Jesus came to us and enlightened the night. He said of Himself: "I am the Light of the world, He 
who follows Me does not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life." (John:  8, 12) 
 
The wise men and the shepherds show us how to respond to the good news that God has become a human 
being:  they worship Him.  Let us follow their example this Christmas season by worshiping Him with our 
lives, by opening ourselves to the glorious transformation that the Incarnate Son of God has brought to 
us.  For Christ is born, and the peace and joy of God’s kingdom are ours even as we live and breathe in this 
world.  Christ is born, and we encounter Him in every human being, especially the poor, needy, weak, and 
outcast.  Christ is born, and we are made participants in the eternal life for which we were created. 
            Yes, this wonderful news really is true.  And the only limits on the blessing of Christmas are those 
that we place on ourselves.  For the One Who comes as a humble, meek, baby in a manger never forces us or 
anyone else.  He is the Mystery of Love made flesh for our salvation. 
            This Christmas, let us be like Mary the Theotokos who received Him with joy, like Joseph His 
steadfast protector, and like the strange combination of shepherds and wise men who first worshiped 
Him.  Let us welcome Him into our life, for He has already brought us into His. 
Today, our hearts have been lit with faith in Jesus. We came to the church to greet Him on His birthday. As 
the shepherds on that first night, we bring to Jesus gifts of our clear hearts and gifts of our faith in His 
Church; not only on one instance, but throughout our entire lives. 
We receive Him in Holy Communion, giving Him a shelter more pleasing to Him than anywhere else; we 
have given to Him our hearts made pure by Confession and love. 
May Jesus bless you all as He had blessed the shepherds and wise men, and grant you all, my beloved, a 
Merry and Holy Christmas! Amen.  Fr Iraneaus OSBM from Canada 
================================================================================= 
Christmas Song—God Eternal—Boh Predvichnyiy 
 
God Eternal, rich in His grace, Has come down from above to reclaim us with His Love. 
Christ the Son of God 
 
In Bethlehem this night is born The Messiah foretold by the prophecies of old 
Christ the Son of God 
 
Angels appear, shepherds behold Mystic star shining bright. But the manger holds the Light 
Christ the Son of God 
 

CHRIST HAS BEEN BORN—GLORIFY HIM! 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 5 

4th Jan, 2015 
 

9:30 am 
 

Holy Liturgy 
Blessing buns for 

Sviat Vechir 

30th Sun after Pentecost and Sun before 
Christmas Rizdvo (Julian calendar) 

Mon 
5th Jan, 2015 

 
 No Holy Liturgy  

Tues 6th Jan, 2015 6pm Christmas Vespers  
Sviat Vechir 

Christmas Eve 

Wed 7th Jan, 2015 
9:30am 

5pm>>>> 
 Holy Liturgy 

 
Christmas (Julian Calender) 

>>>>>Northam 

Thurs 8th Jan, 2015 
9:00 am 

 
 Holy Liturgy  

 Synaxis of BVM and Joseph 

Fri 9th Jan, 2015 8:30am  Holy Liturgy  St Stephen 

Sat 10th Jan, 2015 6pm  
7pm 

 Vespers  and  
Holy Liturgy  In English 

Sun 

Tone 6 

11th Jan, 2015 
 

9:30 am  
 

Holy Liturgy  
 

31st Sun after Pentecost and Sun after 
Rizdvo (Christmas) 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. 
The Church building is in need of repairs and so 
the Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  
people to be able to get to the hall much easier. We 
are looking for donations to help cover costs of  the 
lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.  The cost of the lift 
was $42,000 
                                Total now $8328.81 
Church donation  
Mrs H Kuczma $30 for flowers 
S & N Petrowsky $20 flowers,  
$10 candles 
Dnister Credit Bank $500 for Praznyk 
Thank you for your donations. May Jesus 
bless you all 
=============================== 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information,   
all parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia   
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 

Cleaning Church Roster 
Fri 2nd Jan—Nataliya 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy  on     
                          WED 7th Jan—5pm  Christmas -Rizdvo 
 If you are coming please bring a plate as we have snacks  
                                                       after Liturgy  
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time. 08) 92714711 
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is 
for sale. Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
buying it? It is a retirement unit, so the occupant would need to 
be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
========================================= 

CALENDERS HAVE ARRIVED FOR 2015. 
 

PLEASE SEE LUBA VALEGA, FR WOLODYMYR IF YOU 
WISH TO BUY ONE. COST $15.00 EACH 

——————————————————————— 
Rizdvo—Christmas (Julian calendar) is on Wed 7th Jan, 2015 

Time—9:30am 
Carolling will be on Sun 11th Jan in church hall after Liturgy.  

Sausage sizzle for snacks will be available 
——————————————————————————- 

We wish you all a blessed Christmas  and safe, peaceful, healthy 
and happy  2015 

 
From Parish Council of St John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 

Church Perth. 


