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Epistle . A reading from the epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (Eph. 2, 4-10) 
Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead 

through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with 
him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God -- not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 

 
Gospel: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (Lk.8, 26-39) 
At that time they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as he stepped out on 

land, there met him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he lived not 
in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud 
voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beseech you, do not torment me." For he 
had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under 
guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert.) 
Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. And they 
begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the 
hillside; and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them leave. Then the demons came out of the man 
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. When the 
herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see 
what had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had 
been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 
him to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so he got into the boat and returned. The man from 
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but he sent him away, saying, "Return to your 
home, and declare how much God has done for you." And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city 
how much Jesus had done for him. 

=============================================================================== 
In this story we see the power of God, and how by a word He can cast out demons. We see the ultimate powerlessness of the demons. 

We see how fearful they are of our saviour, and we see how incredibly evil they are toward man and even unto beasts. We also see 
something that should make us fear, so that we do not become like these people – we see the brutishness, the swinishness of unbelievers. It 
is amazing how these people reacted to a great miracle in their midst. And there is another lesson here, a terrible lesson, a necessary lesson 
in free will. God created us so that we would know Him, but He has not forced us to follow His commandments. Some choose to follow 
His commandments, and some choose to ask Him to leave. He will indeed leave those who ask Him to leave … 

This demonized man had no virtue, he was not clothed in virtue, nor in the waters of baptism, which allow us to live in virtue. Also, 
having no clothes is a sign of having no reason. Demons are intelligent creatures, but they are not reasonable, or rational. Their hatred is as 
high as the mountains; they are filled to the brim with irrational hatred every moment of their existence. This man dwelt in the tombs. Part 
of the reason, the fathers say, that demoniacs dwelt in the tombs is that the devil wanted to plant a fable in the heart if man that from the 
dead came demons, and that graveyards were noxious and evil places, and people were afraid of them. The devil does not really want you 
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to know how the demons come about and how they perform their activities. He wants this to be steeped in folklore. He does not want you 
to know that if a man does not follow Christ, he opens himself up to the demons, so he plants these kinds of fables in the heart of man, and 
you can see them in every culture, in every tradition. 

 Also, people who are without virtue, people who are without reason, people who do not follow Christ are already dead. They may as 
well be in a graveyard. The demons are the most dead of all creatures, and tombs symbolize evil places, fetid places, dark places full of 
wickedness. This indeed was an apt place for such a man to dwell, and of course, he could not be allowed to dwell in the city because of 
his uncontrollable actions, and people were afraid of him. So he was an outcast. He was outside the city, outside of salvation, outside of 
the church. 

 Our Lord rebuked him, and then he asked his name. He did not need to ask his name. Our Lord knows everything. He answered 
“Legion”, many, many demons. Men can sink very low. Now, why did he have devils? This is a question that is very difficult to answer. 
Different people might have devils for different reasons. St. Mary Magdalene had seven devils. This was not because of unrighteousness. 
In her case, the devil, who thinks he is so intelligent, was fooled, and he thought that she was to be the bearer of Christ, so he inhabited 
her, against her will with demons. And she suffered grievously from these demons. Our Lord cast these demons out of her, and she 
followed him till the end of her days. 

This man may not have been demonized because of his unrighteousness either. We don’t know. It could have been because of the 
judgment that God was passing on that area. These people were not following the law. They kept swine, which was unlawful to do, 
because they were Jews, and they were more concerned with profit than following the law of God. 

 The Church fathers also think that this man was demonized as an example of how terrible the demons can be, and how great the mercy 
of God can be. Now, be careful how you judge. Don’t judge according to your own wisdom, according to the external circumstances, 
according only to what you read in the scriptures, without consulting the wisdom of the church. The Psalmist says ”Thy judgments are a 
vast abyss.” We cannot understand why certain things happen to people, why some people are sick, why some are demonized, why some 
people die early, why the wicked wax old and fat. It is hard to understand these things, but God knows. We must only trust. 

 So this man may have been demonized because of the evil of the people, and not because of his own unrighteousness. As we can see 
later on, once he had the demons expelled from him, he had great love for our Savior, and great obedience. 

 So, when this man saw Jesus, “he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.  

 Our Lord allowed  this to happen as an example, to show how truly evil AND powerless the demons are. They cannot even control 
swine. They enraged and frightened the swine so much that they ended up in the abyss, where they had begged not to be anyway. Now, 
if  you can see how truly evil the demons are from this example, set forth for our edification, then how can  you want any part with them? 

 Am I saying this to Christians? Yes indeed! Because, we often have  concourse with the demons, whenever we give ourselves over to 
our sins, whenever  we give ourselves over to the nakedness of this man, the nakedness of virtue, and fulfill in ourselves our own desires 
and not the commandments of God. Then we are becoming like unto the demons. The word Devil, “Diabolos” means “Slanderer”. He  is a 
liar. 

We see that there were many demons - there were enough to inhabit a whole herd of swine. And we see the judgment against  these 
people, because Christ, shall we say, ‘killed two birds with one stone’. He not only healed the man, but He also showed these people 
where they were erring, because they were keeping swine against the Jewish law. So, He took away their profit. He took away that which 
was causing them to sin. They should have considered this to be a favor, in that He saved them from their wretchedness, but what 
happened? “Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.”  

 Now he  had his clothing on, and his reason had returned to him and he was doing what any man should do when  he sees what great 
things God has done for him – he sits at His feet, drinking in every word, adoring Him, with thanksgiving . He was beginning the 
Christian life. I tell you, this man could have fallen back into the abyss, where  he had come from. 

 “Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with 
great fear:”  

 Tragic! Absolutely tragic! They had the God-man among them, and He had showed them what was wrong  with their life, in a quite 
gentle way, and they wanted nothing of Him. They did not want Him around.  

Jesus said to the man whom He expelled demons to pigs: “Return to your home and declare how much God has done for you.” 
Similarly to this man, our mission is to proclaiming the good news of Jesus to others.  

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is 
injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. O 
Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen. 

                                                                                                                                   Fr Iraneaus OSBM from Canada 
====================================================================================== 
USING OUR TALENTS. Let’s pray for discernment, that we will come to understand our own gifts and talents and 

use them to serve God. If we all dedicate our lives to using our gifts fully to serve Him and those in need around us, 
the world will be transformed. 

 
TODAY—When the longing in our hearts for God is seemingly replaced or satisfied by the offerings of the world, 

lukewarmness is the result. We should keep our focus on our heavenly home and the good things God has in store for 
us, not the temporary and false pleasure of this world. 

 
                                           -from Joyful Witness Fransiscan Media—American catholic.org 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
MEMORABILIA FROM PATRIARCH  SVIATOSLAV’S VISIT TO A USTRALIA IS STILL AVAILABLE. 
 
PLATE $20.00 ,      KEY RING $5.00,      BADGES $1.00. See Luba if you wish to purchase. 
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What Promises?   Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in Bishop Peter's Articles March 31, 2014 
 
A lot of Christians live for the promises that they feel they heard from God through the church. While 
not fully looking at the Bible to see what Jesus actually said, they rely on the word of God as they 
think they remember it. Therefore many believe that God has promised that if they do good things, 
God will reward them with heaven. It is sort of like holding God at his word. I do good deeds, give 
money to the church, etc., and God will give me my just reward. Furthermore, people think that God promised 
human justice in the world. In other words, bad guys will be punished for their evil deeds and innocent people will 
not suffer or die. These people find it hard to accept that children can get cancer. If they do then some feel 
betrayed by God. 
 
So what did God promise? Well, actually a lot. 
In reality most of the above mentioned concepts are not in the Bible and Jesus did not promise these things. He did 
not promise that there would be justice in this world. He talks about justice in the next world in heaven. If all our 
deeds would receive rewards, then salvation would be like a bank account. You put in and get it back with interest. 
 
First of all God promises his followers persecution and the need to carry the cross if they become followers of his. 
But many want rewards here on earth! Jesus does promise that there is a reward in keeping the commandments. 
There is a peace and joy from being in the presence of God. In Mt.19.29, he talks about receiving “many times as 
much” in this life. Keeping God’s word does produce a reward in this life. 
Let us remember that what God gives is his “grace”. We do not earn grace or the blessings that God gives us. We 
do not even deserve it. We cannot and should not put God into debt with us. God rewards us only because he is 
good and he loves us. This is not pay but rather a gift. It is not a reward, it is a grace. God gives us more than we 
deserve. 
 
When it comes to describing Christians you can say there are several types of Christians. There are those who do 
the will of God because they are afraid of damnation or hell. But this is the behaviour of a slave. Slaves do things 
out of fear. This is not the relationship God wants with us. 
 
Then there are those who appear to be hired by God. They work for God and expect pay, if not here then in 
heaven. This type of Christian likes to bargain with God. He makes deals. He tells God “I will do this if you do 
that for me.” I’ll give the church money but you make my mother well. 
 
Then there are Christians who love God and their fellow men without thinking of hell or heaven, simply because 
they love God. 
This is the behaviour you would expect from a parent, especially a mother. A mother loves her child not out of 
fear but love. She expects no pay or reward from the child. Her love is totally selfless. This is the love which best 
reflects the nature of God and his love for us. He even went to the cross out of love for us. 
 
This type of Christian receives his reward. Remember in Mt.25, 31-46. Jesus describes the entry into paradise of 
the faithful. We remember these famous words of Christ. I was hungry, thirsty, naked, in prison, etc. and you 
served me. 
 
The world has its own system for rewards, i.e. money, recognition, honour, prestige. With God, it is different. 
================================================================================= 

 
VARENYKY AND HOLUBTSI FUNDRAISING DRIVE 14TH DEC, 2 014 (Perth only) 

 
ORDERING FORM ATTACHED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER  

 
PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS BEFORE 6TH DECEMBER WITH L UBA VALEGA  

 
fill in form and email to luba_valega@hotmail.com 

 
Or print form / fill out and hand to anyone on church committee. These can be frozen and used for Sviat 

Vechir—Christmas eve dinner—6th Jan 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 6 

16th Nov, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
4pm 

Holy Liturgy 
Northam 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Mon 
17th Nov, 2014 

 
 No Holy Liturgy   

Tues 18th Nov, 2014 8:30am 
  

Holy Liturgy  
 

 

Wed 19th Nov, 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy  

Thurs 20th Nov, 2014 
8:30am 

 
 Holy Liturgy  

 Ven  Josaphata Feast Day 

Fri 21st Nov 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy  Synaxis Archangel  Michael  

Sat 22nd  Nov, 2014 6pm  
7pm 

 Vespers  and  
Holy Liturgy  In English 

Sun 

Tone 7 

23rd Nov 2014 
 

9:30 am  
 

Holy Liturgy  
 24th Sun after Pentecost 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. 
The Church building is in need of repairs and so 
the Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  
people to be able to get to the hall much easier. We 
are looking for donations to help cover costs of  the 
lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.  The cost of the lift 
was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you all. 
=============================== 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia and 
abroad. 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 
Or post to PO Box 230, Dianella 6059 
 
 

Cleaning Church Roster 
Fri 7th Nov Nataliya.  - thank you 
Sat 15th 
Sat 22nd Nov—Irene Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy  on      
                         this Sun 16th Nov—4pm   
 If you are coming please bring a plate as we have snacks  
                                                         after Liturgy  
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time. 08) 92714711 
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is 
for sale. Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
buying it? It is a retirement unit, so the occupant would need to 
be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
========================================= 

BUNNING  SAUSAGE  SIZZLE 
Our parish will be holding a Fundraising 

Sausage Sizzle at the Bunning’s Morley store on 
Saturday 29th November 2014. 

We need volunteers during the following times 
9.00am  to 11.00am 
11.00 am to 1.00pm 
1.00pm to 3.00pm 

 
Please email dorica@tonybarlow.com.au  

or telephone on 9471 1143 if you can help out. 
 


