
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

21st-28th Sept 2014 

A VERY SPECIAL WEEK THIS WEEK WITH THE VISIT OF OUR PATRIARCH SVIATOSLAV 
SHEVCHUK  WHO ARRIVED  WED 17TH SEPT.  HOLY LITURGY AND RECEPTION  WAS ON  THURS 
18TH AT OUR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST IN MAYLANDS.  
RECEPTION IN CHURCH HALL AFTERWARDS. IT WAS A GREAT EVENT 
 
ALSO CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FR WOLODYMYR KALINECKI WHO (ON THIS THURSDAY ,  
18TH SEPT ) IS CELEBRATING 20 YEARS AS A PRIEST—18 YEARS WITH US IN PERTH. 
                                       GOD’S BLESSINGS FR WOLODYMYR. MNOHAJA LITA..... 
================================================================================= 
Epistle .15th Sunday after Pentecost and Nativity (Birth) of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15    Spiritual Treasure in Clay Jars 
6 God once said, “Let light shine out of the darkness!”And this is the same God who made his light shine in our 
hearts to let us know that his own divine greatness is seen in the face of Christ. 
7 We have this treasure from God, but we are only like clay jars that hold the treasure. This is to show that the 
amazing power we have is from God, not from us. 8 We have troubles all around us, but we are not defeated. We 
often don’t know what to do, but we don’t give up. 9 We are persecuted, but God does not leave us. We are hurt 
sometimes, but we are not destroyed. 10 So we constantly experience the death of Jesus in our own bodies, but this 
is so that the life of Jesus can also be seen in our bodies.11 We are alive, but for Jesus we are always in danger of 
death, so that the life of Jesus can be seen in our bodies that die.12 So death is working in us, but the result is that 
life is working in you. 
13 The Scriptures say, “I believed, so I spoke.”Our faith is like that too. We believe, and so we speak. 14 God 
raised the Lord Jesus from death, and we know that he will also raise us with Jesus. God will bring us together with 
you, and we will stand before him. 15 All these things are for you. And so the grace of God is being given to more 
and more people. This will bring more and more thanks to God for his glory. 
 
Gospel Matthew 22:34-46  Which Command Is the Most Important? 
34 The Pharisees learned that Jesus had made the Sadducees look so foolish that they stopped trying to argue with 
him. So the Pharisees had a meeting. 35 Then one of them, an expert in the Law of Moses, asked Jesus a question to 
test him. 36 He said, “Teacher, which command in the law is the most important?” 
37 Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’[c]38 This is the 
first and most important command.39 And the second command is like the first: ‘Love your neighbour the same as 
you love yourself.’40 All of the law and the writings of the prophets take their meaning from these two 
commands.” 
 
Is the Messiah David’s Son or David’s Lord? 
41 So while the Pharisees were together, Jesus asked them a question. 42 He said, “What do you think about the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?”The Pharisees answered, “The Messiah is the Son of David.” 
43 Jesus said to them, “Then why did David call him ‘Lord’? David was speaking by the power of the Spirit. He 
said, 
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This Week’s Readings 
Epistle: 

2Cor 4:6-15 Gospel: Matt 22:35-46 

Nativity of BVM 

  15th Sun after             

Pentecost 

Tone 5 



44 ‘The Lord God said to my Lord: Sit by me at my right side, and I will put your enemies under your control.’ 
45 David calls the Messiah ‘Lord.’ So how can he be David’s son?” 
46 None of the Pharisees could answer Jesus’ question. And after that day, no one was brave enough to ask him 
any more questions. 
================================================================================= 
NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD—21st SEPTEMBER  
There is no Gospel root for this feast day. The only sources are from the Apocryphal writings. Apocryphal writings are 
ancient manuscripts that have not been accepted by the Church as part of the Canon of Books that make up the Catholic 
Bible. 
Church Tradition, however, accepts two basic truths from the Apocryphal writings: Mary was a 
descendent of King David and her birth was miraculous. 
Tradition gives us the story of an aged couple called Joachim and Anna.  Their inability to have 
children caused them intense grief and considerable embarrassment. 
In Jewish tradition, barrenness was viewed as a curse because it meant the woman was unable 
to produce a possible Messiah for the people. This is why the birth of Mary to this aged couple 
is celebrated with such joy. 
 
The birth of Mary signals the beginning of our salvation. From Mary will be born Jesus, the Son of God, 
and through Him our salvation and reconciliation with God will be complete. The fact that this feast day 
is so early in the new Church year reminds us of the beginning of our salvation. We know that God has 
chosen Mary for a special task even from the moment of her conception. 
St Joachim and St Anna  - Memory celebrated September 22  
     St. Anna, the mother of the Theotokos, was the wife of St. Joachim and the daughter of Mattham, a Levi priest. Anna and Joachim 
were married and childless for about 50 years. This saddened them, and they vowed that should the Lord bless 
them with a child they would dedicate it to Him. Hoping their prayers would be answered, they brought gifts to 
the Lord's temple in Jerusalem on the yearly Feast of the Dedication (Hanukkah) and Feast of Lights (c.f. Macc 
4:52-59; 2 Macc 10:5). The priests, however, did not wish to accept them, since they were from a childless man, 
and Joachim was scorned (c.f. St. Romanos the Melodist, c.490-556). Publicly humiliated he soon remembered 
that Abraham whom God gave a son in his old age. He then retired to the wilderness to pray, were the 
Archangel Gabriel told him that his prayers have been heard, and that Anna will give birth to a daughter who 
shall be called Mary. 
     The Archangel also reminded Joachim that, "according to your vow, she (Mary) shall be devoted to the Lord 
from her infancy, and she shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from her mother's womb. Mary shall not eat 
or drink anything unclean, nor shall her conversation or life be among the crowds of the people, but in the 
temple of the Lord, that it may not be possible to say, or so much as to suspect, any evil concerning her". Again, 
St. Romanos chants, "Joachim on the mountain prayed to receive fruit from the womb of Anna; and the prayer 
of the holy man was received". 
    Anna, meanwhile, went home to her garden weeping bitterly. She sat under a laurel tree and prayed, "O God 
of our fathers, bless me and hear my prayer, as You opened the womb of Sarah and gave her a son Isaac". She wept asking, "Alas, who 
begot me? And what womb did bear me, that I should be thus accursed before the children of Israel, and that they should reproach and 
deride me in the temple of my God? Woe is me, to what can I be compared? I am not like the fowls of the heaven, because even the fowls 
of the heaven are productive before You, O Lord. Alas! to what can I be compared? I am not like the beasts of the earth, because even the 
beasts of the earth are fruitful before You, O Lord Woe is me, to what can I be compared? I am not comparable to the waves of the sea; 
for these, whether they are calm, or in motion, with the fishes which are in them, praise You, O Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? I 
am not like this earth because even the earth brings forth its fruit in season and blessed You, O Lord". 
     The same Archangel appeared to Anna and told her, "I am the angel who has presented your prayers and alms before God; and now I 
have been sent to you to announce that you shall bring forth a daughter, who shall be called Mary, and who shall be blessed above all 
women. She shall be full of the favour of the Lord, even from her birth. She shall remain in her father's house until she is weaned and, 
thereafter, she shall be delivered to the service of the Lord. She shall serve God, day and night, in fasting and prayers. She shall abstain 
from every unclean thing and shall not depart from the temple until she shall reach the years of discretion. She shall never know man, but 
alone and without precedent, as an immaculate and undefiled virgin, without intercourse with man, she shall bring forth a Son. She, His 
handmaiden, shall bring forth the Lord, both in grace, and in name, and in work, the Saviour of the world". Gabriel then said, "arise, 
therefore, and go up to Jerusalem; and when you arrive at the gate that, because it is plated with gold, is called 'Golden', there, for a sign, 
you shall meet your husband, for whose safety you have been anxious. When, therefore, you find these things accomplished, believe that 
all the rest which I have told you shall also undoubtedly be accomplished". 
     On this occasion St. Romanos chants, "the prayer and groaning of Joachim and Anna at their barrenness and childlessness have proved 
acceptable, and have come unto the ears of the Lord; and they have put forth fruit that brings life to the world. The one offered his prayer 
in the mountain, the other bore her reproach in the garden. But with joy the barren bears the Theotokos who sustains our life". 
On the following day, Joachim brought his offerings into the temple, worshipped the Lord, and then returned home. There was great joy 
and celebration when it was heard that Anna conceived. 
    When Mary was three years old, her parents, after offering up their sacrifice, left her to be brought up with the other maidens in the 
apartments of the temple. For the next seven years, Anna and Joachim visited Mary often until they reposed, leaving her an orphan. The 
Orthodox Church commemorates the Dormition of St. Anna on 7th Aug. Both of the Virgin Mary's parents are commemorated together 
on the 22nd of September 
================================================================================== 
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Patriarch Sviatoslav has arrived in Perth for his first visit to Australia posted by Taras Semeniuk 
The Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Sviatoslav Shevchuk, has arrived in Perth for his first visit to Australia. 
Major-Archbishop Sviatoslav will spend two weeks visiting most major cities starting with Perth, where today parishioners from the 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of St John the Baptist came out in force to the airport on Wednesday evening to greet their Patriarch on his 
arrival with the traditional offering of bread and salt. 
. 
The head of the largest Eastern Catholic Church in full communion with Rome (with 7 million faithful worldwide) was also honoured 
with a welcome ceremony at the airport conducted by aboriginal elders of the Noongar people, of the Perth indigenous community. 
 
Ms Maru Jarockyj, the head of the Eparchial Pastoral Council of Australia, remarked that the arrival of the head of the UGCC in 
Australia is an historical moment. “Today Australia rejoices in this meeting with their Patriarch” she emphasised. 
“His Grace, Bishop Peter [eparch for Australia and New Zealand's Ukrainian Catholics] told me that my predecessors usually visited 
Perth last. We wanted the last to be first, to show that we are a united Ukrainian church. Everyone is important. Every has his or her own 
unique place. And today, more than ever, we need to be together,” said the Major-Archbishop of Ukrainian Catholics. 
 
It must be said that the faithful of the UGCC in Australia have waited a long time for this moment. It has been almost 30 years since the 
head of their church has visited, when Metropolitan Ivan (Lubachivsky) visited in 1986. “This is an extraordinarily spiritually uplifting 
event for us. We have been waiting for this for a long time” said Mrs Myroslava Stasiw, who migrated here in 1950 along with 40,000 
other post WWII refugee Ukrainians. Most of them belonged to the UGCC, which was banned under the Soviets from 1944 but 
continued its existence in the underground – a true Church of the Catacombs. Through this period it came to be regarded as the largest 
underground church that had ever existed, numbering several million members, and with the Soviet thaw in 1989 it sprang readily back to 
life in its Ukrainian homeland and continues to flourish there. 
 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav was born into a family that was part of that underground church. He was ordained a priest in 1994, three years 
after Ukraine had declared its independence 1994, and in 2011 was elected by the Synod of UGCC bishops from around the world to be 
their leader. 
The Major-Archbishop will celebrate liturgies in Ukrainian and English around Australia and will meet with representatives of Ukrainian 
communities, students and academics, clergy of the UGCC, Roman Catholic clergy and clergy from other Catholic churches as well as 
representatives of other Christian denominations. He will also meet with politicians and media in all major cities including the nation’s 
capital. 
He will travel around Australia until 30 September 2014 when he returns to Ukraine, ahead of the Ukrainian Parliamentary elections due 
to take place in October.                                                                                  UGCC information Department 

Arrival of Patriarch Sviatoslav and Bishop Peter at Airport on Wed night 17th Sepot 



 

Welcome at the airport 
 
Wed, 17th Sept, 2014 

Marusia Jarowskyj welcomes 
Patriarch Sviatoslav on behalf 
of Eparchial Pastoral Council 



Feast of Exaltation of the Holy Cross—Sept 27th 
We celebrate this Feast on 27th Sept (Julian Calender)– a tradition well established in the 6th 
century and it relates that Helen, mother of Emperor Constantine the Great, discovered near 
Golgotha, the three crosses on which Christ and the two thieves had been crucified. Bishop 

Macarios identified the true Cross of Christ as the one whose touch immediately returned a dying 
woman to perfect health. 

 
The Holy Cross was preserved in the Basilica of the Resurrection in Jerusalem until May 4, 614, 
when the Persians conquered the city and burned down the basilica. In 628, Emperor Heraclius 

defeated Chosroes, King of Persia, and returned the Holy Cross to Jerusalem. It is reported that the 
head of the mighty Byzantine empire, arrayed with precious jewels and in formal imperial attire, 

carried the Cross to the door of the Church where an invisible hand stopped him. Zachary, Bishop 
of Jerusalem, said to him: “Beware, your Majesty! These precious vestments and priceless jewels 
are the marks of human pride: this does not conform with the poverty of Jesus Christ nor with his 
humility in bearing the Cross.” The Emperor immediately stripped himself of all his adornments, 

borrowed a simple cloak and walked barefoot to Golgotha where he planted the Cross. 
The faithful bowed their heads to the ground, saying: “We bow profoundly to your Cross.  

O Christ! And we sing a hymn of glory to your resurrection.” 
 

A part of the wood of the Holy Cross was brought to Rome in the seventh century by Pope Sergius 1 who was of Byzantine origin. 
He ordered it to be exposed to the veneration of the faithful in the Church of the Saviour. 

 
The Feast of the Holy Cross has a great importance in the Byzantine as well as in the Latin Churches. It is, in a sense, a renewal of 
Holy Friday, with the difference that on Holy Friday Redemption by the blood and death of Christ is commemorated, while here 

the Cross is seen as a sign of glory and victory: the glory of Christ and Christianity, and our own victory over evil and sin. 
 

The Office of the day recalls various prefigurations of the Cross in the Old Testament: the Tree of Paradise which caused our fall, 
while the Tree of the Cross is the instrument of our salvation; the Ark of Noah which saved the just, while the Cross embraces 

both just and sinner; Jacob who stretched out his arms to bless Joseph’s children; Moses who did the same to open a road through 
the Red Sea so that the people of Israel could be saved, and who sweetened the bitter waters of Marah with his rod; Moses again 
who made water gush from the rock with his staff, and who sustained Israel in battle against Amalek by extending his arms in 

prayer; the flowering rod of Aaron; the brazen serpent he placed in the midst of the camp to save those dying from poison. 
 

With the Cross, suffering appears no longer as the work of blind Destiny that crushes us and leads us to revolt: it becomes a proof 
of love, the close imitation of Christ, the cleansing of sin, a sharing in the redemption of mankind and a ladder to the summit of 

Heavenly glory.—              taken from the Byzantine Daily workshop 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ********* 
God's people at the time of Jesus belonged to the Church of the Old Testament. God had given them hundreds of rules to 
regulate all facets of life. There were laws governing worship and prayer.  
It is no wonder that one of them, a scribe or lawyer, came to Jesus one day and asked Him, "Master, which is the greatest 
commandment in the law?" 
This is an important question for us, too. We are besieged from every side by voices telling us to "do" this or "don't do" that. 
Many are the laws that we are confronted with, too. What is first and foremost? Our Lord provided a clear and precise answer: 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like it:   You shall love your neighbor as yourself."     
These two commandments contain all the others. They are the summary of all that God wants us to do. Even the Ten 
Commandments which God gave to Moses were written on two stone tablets because, in their essence, they describe our duty 
to God and to neighbour. One Church Father (Augustine) says: Just as we have two feet to carry us through life, and just as a 
bird has two wings to wend its way through the sky, so we have these two laws of love to bring us to heaven. 
We are to love God with our whole being. He is to occupy the first place in our hearts; He is to be the most important Person 
in our lives. We are to seek after Him the way a flower seeks the face of the sun, or the way the needle of the compass seeks 
the position North. 
When Jesus says we are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. He means we are to love God completely, fully, with 
all the faculties of our selves. We express this same idea when we make the sign of the cross over our bodies, touching the 
forehead, heart and shoulders, and thus dedicating our thought, our affection and our strength to God. 
What, next does it mean to love our neighbor? It means to be concerned about him, to "care" for him. It is a sad commentary 
on our religion if, after some time, we don't even know who our neighbours are. The catechism lists a number of ways in 
which we can express our love for others.  
Mark the words well: to live is to love. Without an abiding love of God and others, life has no meaning. We must love or 
perish. If we choose not to love, then life gradually slips downward toward the beast and beyond. If we choose to love, then 
life gradually edges upward to the skies and beyond. 
Since all of us are children of God, we have to love each other. Love toward our neighbour flows from the love of God. "How 
can he, who does not love his brother, whom he sees, love God, whom he does not see?" If anyone says: "I love God" and 
hates his Brother, he is a liar" Consequently, we have to love our neighbours, whether they are good or bad to us; our friends 
or enemies. In most instances we are responsible If our neighbours are well or badly disposed towards us. If our hearts are full 
of love and forgiveness, we can change our   enemies into   our best friends. Fr Iraneaus OSBM from Canada 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 6 

21st Sept, 2014 
 9:30 am Holy Liturgy 

Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary/ 
15th Sun after Pentecost 

Mon 
22nd Sept, 2014 

 
 
 

 No Holy Liturgy  
 

Joachim and Anna 

Tues 23rd Sept, 2014 8:30am 
  

Holy Liturgy  
 

 

Wed 24th Sept, 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy Acafist to Our Mother, Mary 

Thurs 25th Sept, 2014 8:30am 
 Holy Liturgy  

  

Fri 26th Sept, 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy Acafist to Jesus, our Saviour 

Sat 27th Sept, 2014 
6pm  
7pm 

 Vespers in English 
and  

Holy Liturgy  
Exaltation of the Cross (fasting day) 

Sun 

Tone 7 

28th Sept, 2014 
 

9:30 am  
4pm >>> 

Holy Liturgy and  
In Northam>>> 

16th Sun after Pentecost 
>>>>Special celebrations 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. 
The Church building is in need of repairs and so 
the Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  
people to be able to get to the hall much easier. We 
are looking for donations to help cover costs of  the 
lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.  The cost of the lift 
was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
Church Donations—Marunczyn family 
$20 for flowers. Mrs Anna Pidhirna $100. 
Mrs Helena Scanlon $20 donation 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you all. 
=============================== 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia and 
abroad. 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 
Or post to PO Box 230, Dianella 6059 

Cleaning Church Roster 
 
13th Sept—Irena Grynychyn  THANK YOU 
20th Sept - 
Fri 26th Sept Nataliya Liakishev 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy NOW on     
           Sun 28th Sept —4pm Feast Day for Northam  
Parish. If you are coming please bring a plate and we will be 
having  supper in St Joseph’s RC  church hall after Holy  
Liturgy. A few extra events happening that day also. Come and 
support Northam Parish. Please RSVP  Luba Valega  so we 
know numbers coming. luba_valega@hotmail.com 
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is 
for sale. Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
buying it? It is a retirement unit, so the occupant would need to 
be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
=============================================== 


