
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

17th-24th  Aug 2014 

A sad time in our Parish of St John the Baptist Perth 
Two more Parishioners have passed away.  
Ivan Prymak and Kataryna Maletyn on 14th August, 2014. 
As Fr Wolodymyr will be in Melbourne next week for his mother’s funeral , these two funerals will take place the following 
week.  

Vichnaya Pamyat—Eternal memory 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 
 

  
.Epistle 1Cor 4:9-16  4:9 For, I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last of all, like men sentenced to death. For 
we are made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. 4:10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. 
We are weak, but you are strong. You have honour, but we have dishonour. 4:11 Even to this present hour we hunger, thirst, 
are naked, are beaten, and have no certain dwelling place. 4:12 We toil, working with our own hands. When people curse us, 
we bless. Being persecuted, we endure. 4:13 Being defamed, we entreat. We are made as the filth of the world, the dirt wiped 
off by all, even until now. 4:14 I don’t write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 4:15 For 
though you have ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet not many fathers. For in Christ Jesus, I became your father through the 
Good News. 4:16 I beg you therefore, be imitators of me 
Gospel Matt 17:14-22 17:14 When they came to the multitude, a man came to him, kneeling 
down to him, saying, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is epileptic, and suffers 
grievously; for he often falls into the fire, and often into the water.16 So I brought him to your 
disciples, and they could not cure him.” 17 Jesus answered, “Faithless and perverse generation! 
How long will I be with you? How long will I bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 Jesus 
rebuked him, the demon went out of him, and the boy was cured from that hour. 19 Then the 
disciples came to Jesus privately, and said, “Why weren’t we able to cast it out?”  
20 He said to them, “Because of your unbelief. For most certainly I tell you, if you have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible for you. 21 But this kind doesn’t go out except by prayer 
and fasting.”  
22 While they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 
delivered up into the hands of men 
================================================================================== 
TRANSFIGURATION 19th Aug (6th)  
"His face shone as the sun and his garments became white as snow"              (Matth: 17,2) 
Shortly before His passion Jesus took His three favourite disciples: Peter, James and John, and led them up to the mount of Tabor to pray 
with Him. There, Christ manifested to them His glory and divinity through His trans-figuration. His face shone as the sun and His 
garments became white as snow. 
Since Christ was the fulfilment of the Old Testament and the prophets, Moses and Elias, appeared beside Him as witnesses of His glory. 
Moses was the representative of the Old Law, and Elias — of the prophets. 
Why did Jesus do this? 
There are two reasons. First, that the Apostles might not be scandalized and reject His teachings when they would see His humiliation and 
cruel death upon the cross. Second, that they might see His true image of glory which He possesses in heaven and thus strive for it 
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Pentecost 

Tone 1 



throughout their entire lives. 
The feast of the Transfiguration is an old one and goes as far back as the third century. St. 
Ephrem, the Syrian who lived then, composed a sermon about it. 
To the faithful of the Ukrainian Rite this feast is known as the "Thanks-giving Day" for our 
ancestors brought the fruits of their soil into the churches on that day to be blessed as a sign of 
gratitude to God for the crops of the fields. 
This feast is very significant to all of us because it shows the true image of Christ in heaven 
where He awaits us. As the three disciples were captivated with the charm of the transfigurated 
face of their Master, desiring to stay with Him forever — so we too would be endlessly happy if 
we could enter His Heavenly Kingdom and meet the glorified Christ. 
Tradition says that it was on Mount Tabor where the transfiguration occurred. From Luke we 
learn that it took place while Jesus was praying, and that "Peter and those that were with him 
were heavy with sleep." From this account we suspect that the event took place at night. In fact, 
it was quite usual for Christ to go up into a mountain to pray by night. This time, however, he 
took three witnesses with him. Moreover, the event may have occurred on the night before his crucifixion, on Holy Thursday evening. On 
that night he went to Gethsemane to pray and took the same three apostles to pray, while the rest "were heavy with sleep." 
But the glory of the transfiguration was revealed to enable them to over-come the gloom of Gethsemane and Calvary to the everlasting 
glory of heaven which was purchased by that atonement. Besides, our Lord wished to establish forever that the crucifixion was not 
inflicted on him by any necessity, but by his own free choice. The transcendent glory, the apparition of Moses and Elias, and the voice of 
God out of the cloud all testify that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. As a man, his disciples could easily identify with him. After all, he 
lived their common life. But belief in his divinity must be established that men might be saved. The transfiguration of Christ is one of 
those full and uncontestable proofs that he is truth was the Messiah. 
When you look at this story, let it give you some hope. Yes, it is a promise that we will see God. 
 But just see that they were frail men there on the mountain. First they were asleep and then they were afraid. Does it remind you of 
anybody? Reminds me of me. It should remind you of you. 
 But after a time what happened to those men? Their sound went forth over all the world. So it will be with us. We will be changed. But 
we have to live in the flesh a little bit and struggle a little bit in order to become able to see Divinity. 
 We see what happens when impure men see Divinity, they’re afraid. But later on, Peter spoke of this event with great affection, great 
longing, because he knew that he was soon going to, as he said, put off this tabernacle and be with the Lord, and he was looking forward 
with great expectation to seeing the Uncreated Light again, this time without fear. 
So there’s the blueprint for our lives. Yes, the promise is there. But the promise only becomes reality for us if we live as Christians, and 
then we will see Divinity and not be afraid.  
Why Moses? Why Elijah? Moses represents the Law; Elijah the prophets. The two appear to confirm Christ as the Promised Messiah, to 
prove to the Jewish race and to mankind that in Christ we find the fulfilment of the Old Testament law and prophets; in Christ we have the 
Son of God, who gave the Law and sent the Prophets. 
Moses and Elijah had been dead thousands of years. Yet they appeared, very much alive and talking with Jesus, on Mt. Tabor. Is not this 
proof of the fact that God can and will resurrect the dead? As He has promised, "Marvel not at this, the hour is coming when all who are 
in the graves shall hear His voice and shall come forth; those who have done good, unto the resurrection of life; those who have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation." 
Of course, Moses’ and Elias’ request and desire to see God came from some essential depths of the spiritual life, because one does not 
simply say to God: reveal Thyself to me, show Thyself to me. It is not possible to make this request of God from idle curiosity; it is born 
of the heart only when one wants with all one’s strength to transform one’s self and one’s life so that God alone, and nothing but Him, 
would live and act in it. The fact that the Lord responded to such a request speaks to exactly this. 
The Old Testament bears witness that God did not show Himself to either Moses or Elias, but only allowed Himself to be glimpsed, 
veiling their perception with His Right Hand. But the desire of Moses and Elias did not go unrealized. Moses had already departed into 
the land of the dead, Elias had been mysteriously taken up from the earth, and many thousands of years had passed – but their desire to see 
God was fulfilled in whole. On Mount Tabor, Moses and Elias beheld God face to face, while Christ’s disciples could not look at it and 
fell to the ground in terror. 
This is a great consolation and edification for us from God. Even when we ask for something from God with all our soul and with all our 
heart, the Lord does not fulfil it for certain reasons that are unknown to us. But all the same, our good wishes will necessarily be fulfilled 
– if not in this life, then in the future life. In this lies the very important and profound substance of the Gospel: nothing good in man is 
lost; any of his desires addressed to God will be fulfilled. We should always trust in this with faith and joy, especially when we find 
ourselves in grave circumstances: for instance, when one suffers a prolonged inner temptation. 
It happens that we pray to God for years, but everything remains the same, as if God does not hear us. We should then remember Christ’s 
Transfiguration and the Prophets Moses and Elias, who asked God for something inconceivable and lofty – and received from Him what 
they had asked, although after a great deal of time had passed. But with God there is no time; and, for Christians who partake of His 
evangelical life and the Holy Mysteries, time has no meaning. When we live in God through faith, He transfigures our life, eases our 
sorrows, and will certainly fulfill all desires emanating from a believing heart. Amen. Fr Iraneaus OSBM from Canada 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
THE ICON OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
Elijah and Moses stand at the top of separate mountain peaks to the left and right of Christ. Moses stands on 
Mt. Sinai holding the 10 commandments; Elijah stands on Mt. Carmel holding the scroll of a prophet.  They 
bow towards Him. 
           Both Elijah and Moses are positioned slightly within the outer edge of the mandorla.  The right hand 
of Elijah is stretched out towards Christ with the fingertips just touching the outer edge of the inner circle of 
the mandorla. 
          Why Moses and Elijah?  St. John Chrysostom gives three possible reasons: they represent the law and 
the prophets; they both experienced visions of God; they represent the living and the dead (Elijah, the living, 
because he was taken up to heaven by a chariot of fire, and Moses, the dead, because he experienced death.)  
Christ is the Lord of the living and the dead. 
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The icon shows the historical event, and through the symbolism of light and colour, shows the divine indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in each person. 
Humanity and nature can be transfigured.  The glory of God is seen in nature, in Holy Scripture, and in the personal incarnation 
of the Son of God. 
         The brilliant white figure of Christ stands within a circular mandorla on the central mountain peak.  His right hand is 
raised in blessing, his left hand holds the scroll.  His halo is inscribed with a cross.  His dominant position within the circular 
mandorla makes him the visual and theological centre of the icon. 
         Only Christ stands totally within the mandorla.  The dark blue of the mandorla indicates the depths and mystery of God 
which only Christ, as God, can penetrate. 
          The circular design of the mandorla includes Elijah and Moses in the divine glory which is why the upper section of the 
icon is more radiant than the lower section of the icon. 
The Transfiguration is seen as a theophany, a manifestation of the Holy Trinity: of the Son in the person of Jesus; the Spirit in 
the bright, overshadowing cloud; and the Father in the voice from the cloud. 
        There is a link between the Feasts of Christ’s Baptism and his Transfiguration, for both involve the activity and 
manifestation of the Trinity. Christ is transfigured, shining, white.  Three rays of light point down from Christ and touch the 
apostles showing the Trinitarian source of the Light.  His divinity and perfect humanity are manifested. The rocks, the trees, the 
whole earth is filled with light.  The uncreated light of the Trinity transfigures the earth. Light fr om Christ’s glory on the top of 
Mt. Tabor is reflected from the bodies of the disoriented apostles and from the rocks. 
        Peter, James, and John, present at the transfiguration, would later be present at the agony in the Garden of Olives. The 
apostles are in various positions reeling from the impact of the vision: On the left, St. Peter, kneeling, raises his left hand towards 
Christ in a gesture expressing his desire to build three tents to accommodate Christ, Moses and Elijah. St. John, always in the 
centre, is shown as fallen, his back turned to the light. St. James, on the right, is portrayed as fleeing from the light. 
HISTORY OF THE FEAST 
Transfiguration is celebrated on August 19 (6) in commemoration of the dedication of the first church on Mt. Tabor in the 4th 
century. 
This feast began to be observed in the Eastern Church under the title “The Lord’s Transfiguration” in the 6th century. By the 
early 8th century the feast was observed in Constantinople. 
At the end of the 11th century, the crusaders found several churches and monasteries on Mt. Tabor. In the 13th century, the 
Muslims came and destroyed them. In the 19th century, a new church was built over the ruins of the ancient church. 
In 1923 a magnificent basilica in honour of the Transfiguration was built on Mt. Tabor. 
 The feast moved to the West around the 7th and 8th centuries.  It was extended to the whole Western Church in the 15th 
century and was celebrated on August 6th. 
Originally, the feast was observed in February because it historically took place before the passion and crucifixion of the Lord.  
However, since it fell during the Great Fast (Lent), and its celebration was not in keeping with the spirit of fasting and penance, it 
was moved to August 19th. 
Why August 19th?  Forty days later, September 27, is the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross—the commemoration of the 
passion and death of Christ. 
 
THE BLESSING OF FRUIT 
The feast falls during the time when the fruits of the earth reach maturity.  From the earliest times in the Eastern Church, fruit is 
blessed on this day to thank God for the first-fruits of the earth. 
This custom was adopted by the Christian Church from the Jewish custom of bringing fruit to the Temple of the Lord: “You 
shall carry the first fruits of the corn of your ground to the house of the Lord your God” (Ex. 23:19). 
Over the centuries, countries adapted what first-fruits were to be offered. Greece blessed grapes and wheat. In Ukraine, grapes 
were replaced by apples and other fruits. 
============================================================================================= 

The committee and membership of the Ukrainian Association of Western Australia, wish to 
convey our deepest sympathy to Fr. Wolodymyr Kalinecki on the bereavement of his 
mother, Kateryna. 
A kind, respected and always softly spoken lady, Kateryna was a member of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish and Ukrainian Community and will be sadly missed by all. 
We extend our deepest condolences to you, Fr Volodymyr and your family and hope that 
you may draw immeasurable comfort knowing that the community in Western Australia 
care and share in your loss. Your mother will always be alive in our hearts, our memories 
and our prayers. 
May her soul rest in peace.  
Vichnaya Pamyat! 
     Mykola Mowczan 
 
    President  
    Ukrainian Association of Western Australia Inc. 



 *************************************************** *************************************** 

Proposed Itinerary for Patriarch Sviatoslav’s Visit to Perth 
Wednesday 17th Sept, 2014    - Flight into Perth 5.35 pm 
                                                6.00 pm Welcome at Airport  
 
Thursday 18th Sept  Morning Rest   
                        2 pm Meet Archbishop Tim Costelloe & Other WA Bishops  
                        4 pm Press Conference       

6pm Perth Parish - Divine Liturgy & Gathering in hall   
Friday  19-Sep t 08.15am Flight to Melbourne (arr. Melb 1.45pm)    
More details as they come available—Parish Council Perth. 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 
CHOIR NEWS 
Slava Isuse Hrystu! 
Below is the new schedule for the next few months. There are extra rehearsals as our Patriarch Sviatoslav will be here in September 
and we need to learn/rehearse the Song to the Patriarch, the liturgy with the ‘new’ words eg віки вічні instead of віки віків etc. 
and know what to sing in a patriarchal Liturgy. 
 
Church Choir Rehearsals and Singing 
26.08.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   02.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   09.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal  ?14.09.14 Sunday liturgy? 
16.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal 
18.09.14 Thursday Liturgy   Patriarch Sviatoslav, bishops, priests and deacons to co-celebrate 
Slava na viky!  Suzanna 
================================================================================ 
CYM Hike & BBQ       
Save the Date! More info to come! 
We're planning to organise a hike as a way to get together, talk some Ukrainian and 
learn some more about our culture and heritage, do some outdoor activity and finish off 
with a social BBQ. 
 
Please lock in the weekend of 12 - 14 September. Even if you're not a fan of the hiking, 
it would be great to see as many people as possible for the BBQ Picnic on the Sunday. 
Everyone is welcome to join us  
 
Also - if anyone would like to stay informed about what's going on with CYM Perth, 
please emailperth@cym.org to be added to our mailing list or a friend request to our 
facebook page ("CYM Perth" - look for the tryzub as the profile picture). 
 
Peter Valega    Secretary 
CYM Perth     www.cym.org         perth@cym.org  
 

 



Last Tues 12th Aug, 2014 was the funeral in Perth of Late Kataryna Kalinecki  
Thank you for your support   to Fr Wolodymyr and prayers for his mum. Many thanks to Fr Paul Berezniuk for 
travelling from Newcastle to support Fr Wolodymyr at such a difficult time.  
 
Fr Wolodymyr will be travelling to Melbourne on Monday to continue the funeral  and burial of his late Mother on 
Wed, 20th August at 10am Sts Peter and Paul Cathedral in North Melbourne. 
 
Here are a few photos from Funeral in Perth last Tues 

Wake at church hall after the funeral service. Many thanks to all who came and to those who donated food/money to support  
Fr Wolodymyr at such a difficult time. Much appreciated 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 1 

17th Aug, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
4 pm 

Holy Liturgy and  
Blessing fruit 

 10th Sun after Pentecost 
Northam 

Mon 
18th Aug, 2014 

 
  No Holy Liturgy  Fr Wolodymyr 

Tues 19th Aug, 2014  
 No Holy Liturgy   
Transfiguration 

 
Is in Melbourne 

Wed 20th Aug, 2014  No Holy Liturgy For funeral of his Late Mother  

Thurs 21st Aug, 2014  
No Holy Liturgy  

  

Fri 22nd Aug, 2014  No Holy Liturgy Comes back 3pm 

Sat 23rd Aug, 2014 6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

In English 

Sun 

Tone 2 
24th  Aug 2014 9:30 am  

11.45am 
Holy Liturgy  

 

11th Sun after Pentecost 
Ukrainian Independence Day Lunch and 

concert 
A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of  the lift. Please see 
anyone on Parish Council if you would like to make a 
donation.  The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations— 
Mrs I Rosowski $20 for candles 
Michael, Andrew Lozyk & Anna, Joe and 
Emily Lucey  donated $150 for late father 
Ivan Lozyk who passed away 3 yrs ago. 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you all. 
================================ 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia and 
abroad. 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 

Cleaning Church Roster 
Sat 16th  Aug—Iryna Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy on     
                              Sun 17th August —4pm  
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is 
for sale. Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
buying it? It is a retirement unit, so the occupant would need to 
be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
=============================================== 
Sincere sympathies to Lisa Kuczma and Sue Aitken and their 
families on the passing to heaven of  their father Ivan Prymak 
who passed away 14th Aug, 2014 
No funeral details as yet 
——————————————————————————- 
Sincere sympathies to Maletyn / Hnatojko families on the pass-
ing to heaven of Kataryna Maletyn on 14th Aug, 2014 
 
Parastas Mon 25th Aug in our church 7pm. 
Funeral Tues 26th Aug, 10am 
 
Vichnaja Pamjat to both parishioners of our Parish in Perth. 
 
 


