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Epistle Romans  15:1-7 15:1 Brothers and Sisters, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbour for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please 
himself; but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
Gospel Matt 9:27-35     
27. At that time as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son 
of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I 
am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be 
it done to you." And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See that no one knows it." But they 
went away and spread his fame through all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was 
brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marvelled, saying, 
"Never was anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the prince of 
demons." And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. 
 
================================================================================== 
The Two Blind Men by Fr Iraneaus. OSBM Canada 
Today, when we remember the healing of the two blind men who lacked vision, in order to have the fullness of 
human happiness let us look at ourselves and at our own lives… Even with the satiety, prosperity, and abundance 
that we have, we often say that we are unhappy. What kind of happiness are we lacking? We lack the happiness of 
seeing and hearing God in our lives. We lack this spiritual energy, this Divine Power, which would fill our lives and 
thanks to which – regardless of abundance or wealth – our lives would have the fullness of human happiness. What 
is the way out of our pitiful spiritual situation into which our entire society seems to be sinking? There is one way 
out, that of the Gospel: to seek the presence of God in our lives with all our strength. Like the blind men who, when 
they heard that the Lord was passing by, rushed to Him, so too, when we hear that there are holy things or a church, 
when we hear the voice of bells and sermons, when we hear the voice of a pious life, should we rush there. God is 
there; we can encounter Him and receive amendment and healing of our lives. May the merciful Lord also touch 
our lameness with His Divine Right Hand, with His Divinity, healing and transforming it! For today we have 
brought our spiritual infirmities into God’s church and before His Face, offering them for healing by His Divine 
holy things. Amen. 
 
Healing of two blind men and the dumb possessed man. 
St. Matthew describes so many miracles of Jesus that sometimes we think that the only purpose why Christ came to 
us was to heal the sick. However, His mission was to preach the kingdom of His Father. Miracles were the tools 
which He used to focus peoples’ attention. The point is, however, that even in such work for our salvation we have 
to believe and do our part of work. Today’s Gospel teaches us that the crucial things for us are faith and prayer. 
A) First, Christ performed all of these miracles because people asked Him for help. The people who came to 
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Jesus for help did have the faith in Him.  
Let us see the two blind men, for instance. We see a paradox here. The people of Israel could not recognize Jesus 
as the God, Messiah, and Saviour. But these two men who were completely blind did! More, these two blind men 
followed Christ everywhere He went. When Christ was travelling on a road – they followed Him there. Our 
Saviour entered into a house – they followed after Him as well. Perhaps “chasing” Christ took the whole day .for 
them. Finally, their perseverance was rewarded; both of them were able to see again. What do they teach us this in 
this event? Well, some graces of God that we ask require a certain period of time of waiting, praying and being 
patient. 
B). Second, sin makes us blind to seeing good in people and to seeing God. The Pharisees rejected Jesus so much 
that they focused not on Him but on what He did for a possessed man. They saw evil in everything Jesus did. 
Pharisees’ choice was voluntary; they were aware of what they were saying and doing against Jesus. This point out 
on another thing: do we really believe that Christ is God and that He really can cure our weaknesses? Are we ready 
to open for the change in our lives which God prepares for us? Surely, each one of us wants to be saved and cured 
and happy. We work hard every day, we attend the church and we hear the Gospel on each Sunday in the Church. 
Often, we try to deal with our problems by our own efforts and we are surprised that it we do not succeed. That is 
because we are not the healers. Christ is healer! 
C) Third, personal regular prayer shows one’s personal faith in Christ. These two blind individuals or the people 
who brought the dumb possessed person to Jesus admitted that they could do nothing. At the same time, they also 
admitted that Christ was not merely the Son of David or a prophet. Rather, they confessed that Jesus is the Messiah 
and God. As we remember, prophets performed miracles in the name of God. Here, Christ just said “According to 
your faith let it be done to you.” (Mt. 9: 30) Likewise, our each time we say some prayers like “Our Father” or 
“Hail Mary,” we strengthen our connection with God and confess that He is our real Saviour. 
As we come to God, we have to trust to Him that no one else can make us truly free, healthy, strong and happy. 
The way of keeping of our relationships with God is prayer. More specifically, it should be the everyday prayer. 
And especially, we keep our relationship with God through sacramental life of confession and Holy Eucharist. Do 
we pray daily during the week? If not, it is time to begin. Short prayers! Certainly, He does know our needs but He 
wants us to bring them to Him and to express them. That is how He respects his creation; He will never force a 
single human being to do His will. But we know that there is no communication where there are no relationships.  
Conclusion: Finally, our faith in Christ Jesus is not only state of life. It also should be an impulse that inflames us 
to abandon our old way of life and to live the new life: for God and for others. So, lets us say today: “Christ! You 
are the true Son of the Father and the Saviour of our souls! Come to our souls today in the Holy Eucharist 
and heals us from our weaknesses! From now, may each of us would be one with you for ever. Amen!” 
================================================================================ 
Our Inferiority Complex   By Bishop Peter Stasiuk Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in General July 19, 2014 
  It is often said that we, as Ukrainians, collectively suffer from an inferiority complex simply 
because of our long history of occupation, lack of independence and just simply being persecuted for 
centuries! 
The dictionary describes an inferiority complex as a disorder arising from the conflict between the 
desire to be noticed and the fear of being humiliated, which again shows up as aggressiveness or a 
withdrawal into oneself. This sounds interesting, but it can become more complicated. Inferiority can 
also be viewed as being inferior to another person and may lead to an inability to perform tasks. 
Inferiority complexes, say psychologists, can lead to a so called superiority complex, whereby a 
person hides their feelings of inferiority by taking on an image of a person with a very high self-esteem. These 
types of people project an image of over-confidence, they think that they can do everything, and become defensive 
when they are confronted with tasks that they cannot do. To save their self-esteem, they like to blame others in the 
face of failure. Because they themselves think that they are really the best, they cannot and do not fail, as they 
imagine themselves as being perfect. 
Isn’t all this a bit confusing? Well it is complicated, to say the least. To me, it is important to know ourselves, 
accept ourselves, and just plain be ourselves. Yes, there obviously is a psychological element to all this, but there is 
a very definite spiritual part as well. 
A Christian believes that we are not just junk because God does not make junk. Each and every one of us is loved 
into being, and exists because of the great love of God for us. We are baptised in Christ, chrismated into Christ and 
live in Christ within the church. We receive the Holy Eucharist and Jesus Christ lives within us. Our worth or 
excellence is not something that is there because of something that we do or do not do, it is there as a freely 
given gift from God. We call this gift “grace.” 
I do not want to simplify grave psychological problems, but there is, in the inferiority complex, an element of 
lying, pride, a refusal to believe that God lives in us and loves us. These are also sins which should be confessed 
and prayed upon. It is very much a part of Jesus’ teachings that a believer in Christ can cure inferiority complexes 
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by believing that we are all heirs of God, and we have the power in prayer to reach peace. This gives us confidence 
and victory over our old nature, which we have inherited from Adam and Eve, but which has been overcome by the 
redemption of Jesus Christ. 
God’s love for us is unchanging and eternal, and this should be a comfort for any inferiority ridden Christian. 
Inferiority complexes are centred on oneself; Christianity is other-centred, in reality Christ-centred. Going to church 
has many advantages and this is but one of them. 
================================================================================== 
Condolence letter of the UGCC Head to the Ambassadors of foreign countries whose citizens suffered tragic 
loss of lives due to alleged terrorist attack on jul.17 2014     Friday, 18 July 2014  
It is with great sadness that we have learned about the shooting down of a Malaysian airliner 
allegedly by terrorists with 298 people on board over eastern Ukraine. Hundreds of victims of 
military aggression against Ukraine were joined by the innocent lives of the citizens of other 
nations, including from your country. This tragedy has revealed that evil, which has been severing 
the body of our nation in recent months, is a real threat to the peace and security of the whole 
world. 
Deeply saddened by this crime, we would like to convey our deepest condolences to the relatives 
and friends of the lost ones. Please be assured of our prayers and our closeness in this grief which 
became also our grief. “All Merciful Lord, embrace with Your loving care the souls of the innocently killed, and 
place them in the heavenly home of the righteous ones, granting them eternal peace and blessedness!” 
Our entire Church prays for the eternal repose of the souls of the innocently killed. We remain united in our prayers 
with the families of the deceased and with all those suffering due to this tragedy. 
We call upon the international community to employ all possible means to stop military aggression against Ukraine, 
to restore peace, and to prevent similar tragedy in the future. Let us pray to Almighty God to grant the gift of 
lastingpeace for Ukraine and for the entire world. 
  
Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) 
Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halych,    Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
============================================================================= 
                                                                                               
CYM Hike & BBQ  
Save the Date! More info to come! 
 
We're planning to organise a hike as a way to get together, talk some Ukrainian and learn 
some more about our culture and heritage, do some outdoor activity and finish off with a 
social BBQ. 
 
Please lock in the weekend of 12 - 14 September. Even if you're not a fan of the hiking, it 
would be great to see as many people as possible for the BBQ Picnic on the Sunday. 
 
Everyone is welcome to join us :D 
 
Also - if anyone would like to stay informed about what's going on with CYM Perth, please 
emailperth@cym.org to be added to our mailing list or a friend request to our facebook page 
("CYM Perth" - look for the tryzub as the profile p icture). 
 
Peter Valega 
Secretary 
 
CYM Perth 
www.cym.org 
perth@cym.org  
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 *************************************************** *************************************** 

Proposed Itinerary for Patriarch Sviatoslav’s Visit to Perth 
Wednesday 17th Sept, 2014    - Flight into Perth 5.35 pm 
                                                6.00 pm Welcome at Airport  
 
Thursday 18th Sept  Morning Rest   
                        2 pm Meet Archbishop Tim Costelloe & Other WA Bishops  
                        4 pm Press Conf       

6pm Perth Parish - Divine Liturgy & Gathering   
Friday  19-Sep t 08.15am Flight to Melbourne (arr. Melb 1.45pm)    
More details as they come available—Parish Council Perth. 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 
CHOIR NEWS 
Slava Isuse Hrystu! 
Below is the new schedule for the next few months. There are extra rehearsals as our Patriarch Sviatoslav will be here in September 
and we need to learn/rehearse the Song to the Patriarch, the liturgy with the ‘new’ words eg віки вічні instead of віки віків etc. 
and know what to sing in a patriarchal Liturgy. 
 
Church Choir Rehearsals and Singing 
05.08.14 Tuesday rehearsal   10.08.14 Sunday Liturgy 
26.08.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   02.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   09.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal  ?14.09.14 Sunday liturgy? 
16.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal 
18.09.14 Thursday Liturgy   Patriarch Sviatoslav, bishops, priests and deacons to co-celebrate 
Slava na viky!  Suzanna 
================================================================================ 
On Sunday July 20th Members of the Ukrainian Community in Perth came together at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Maylands, in a moving solemn Memorial Service for the 298 innocent victims of flight 
MH17, among them 38 Australians. Fr Wolodymyr Kalinecki who led the service expressed his shock and 
horror at the senseless act of terrorism and lack of human dignity with which the bodies of the victims were 
treated. On behalf of the Ukrainian Community Bohdan Mykytiuk expressed deepest sympathies and 
condolences to all the families of the deceased. Vichnaja Pamjat—Eternal Memory.      Bohdan Mykytiuk 

Photos Peter Valega and Vas Hosja 



The God of the Old and New Testaments   by Friar Jim Van Vurst, O.F.M.  
 
People often wonder about the way God is described in the Old Testament—and the 
contrasting way Jesus spoke of God in the Gospels. Common descriptions of God 
(often used by nonbelievers) are that of cruel and vicious. It’s as if God changed 
from the Old to the New Testament. One thing is certain: God does not change.  
 
Jesus’ description of God is surely the most accurate: “Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). And we know the great kindness, compassion, and humility of Jesus are found all 
through the Gospel accounts. So why the difference in what some call the “Old Testament God” and the “New 
Testament God”? 
 
It’s important that we understand that the revelation of God and God’s true nature took many centuries to unfold, 
and was completed by Jesus’ own words. The Old Testament writings were composed many hundreds of years 
before Jesus’ time. What’s more, they are describing events that took place as much as 2,000 years before the 
Incarnation. God revealed himself to Abraham almost 2,000 years before Jesus. 
 
As God made known his existence and uniqueness to his chosen people through events and the prophets, we have 
to remember that this revelation took place to people who, prior to God’s revelation, were pagans. God revealed 
himself as both the “one and only” and, at the same time, was not visible to human eyes. 
 
Descendants of Abraham—the Israelites—could be considered a tribal nation, living like other tribal and pagan 
nations who had innumerable gods to worship. What is significant is that, from the beginning of humanity, there 
was recognition of the existence of supreme beings and the human need for them. We can find many explanations 
for creation among pagan peoples.  
 
Image and Likeness  
Remaining faithful to God was a constant struggle for the Israelites. Pagan worship and licentious behavior of 
neighboring tribes were always an attraction to them. The mentality of the Israelites was that their powerful God 
favored them. When God is described as commanding the deaths of many hundreds of innocent people when 
battles were won, we have to understand that it was a way in which wars were fought. It was understandable for the 
Israelites to simply presume that God was favoring them in any war. What it meant was that, at times, God could 
be described as cruel, inhumane, vengeful, and ungodly. 
 
It was the human image of God that was misunderstood until Jesus revealed to us the truth. But projecting our 
ideas onto God still happens today when you consider how so many preachers say that earthquakes, tsunamis, and 
floods are God’s punishment for human sin. More often than not, though, those punished are the poor and needy. 
 
Perhaps the best way to understand the conflict between the Old and the New Testament God is to see Jesus as 
God’s true image and likeness. We can then understand that the full and correct revelation of God could be realized 
only after Jesus preached and taught the ultimate truth of who God really was.  
================================================================================== 
HELP UKRAINE  
Today in Ukraine there are many funds and volunteers who help the army. They buy everything from shorts, socks 
to night vision goggles. 
"Wings of the Phoenix" ("Крила Фенікса") is currently the largest fund supporting the military, they have raised 
almost a million dollars. 
On their website you can donate via PayPal  and other means: 
http://wings-phoenix.org.ua/en/donate-instructions 
On their Facebook page, they are constantly updating reports with photos on where the money is spent: 
https://www.facebook.com/wings.phoenix.foundation 
Another hard-working group is "Army SOS» («Армія SOS») 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/armia.sos/ 
To make donations via PayPal and other money transfer means go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/armia.sos/permalink/1517429581818976/ 
Support our soldiers! According to volunteers from various funds the diaspora is currently the major donor 
supporting the needs of the army and is Ukraine’s greatest hope. Yuri Tkacz  



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 6 

27th July, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
 

Holy Liturgy  
 

 7th Sun after Pentecost 
St Wolodymyr (Mon) 

Mon 
28th July, 2014 

 
 

No  Holy Liturgy 
 

St Wolodymyr ‘s Feast day 

Tues 29th July, 2014 8:30 am  Holy Liturgy    

Wed 30th July, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy Acafist to our Mother Mary 

Thurs 31st July, 2014 
8:30am 

 
Holy Liturgy  

  

Fri 1st Aug, 2014 8.30am Holy Liturgy Akafist to our Saviour  Jesus 

Sat 2nd Aug, 2014 6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

Prophet Elijah 
In English 

Sun 

Tone 7 
3rd Aug 2014 9:30 am  

 
Holy Liturgy  

 
8th Sun after Pentecost 

 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                  $11,150.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of  the lift. Please see 
anyone on Parish Council if you would like to make a 
donation.  The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations— 
Mrs  Pidhirna (Northam) $100.00 
Dr John Karpewycz $100 
 Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you all. 
================================ 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia and 
abroad. 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 
Or post to PO Box 230, Dianella 6059 
 
Or post cheque to PO Box 230, Dianella WA 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Sat 19th July—Irena Grynychyn thank you 
Sat 26th 
Fri 1st Aug—Nataliya Liakishev 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy on     
                              Sun 17th August —4pm  
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 
UNIT 1, 26 Sherwood St, Maylands (one of our church units) is 
for sale. Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
buying it? It is a retirement unit, so the occupant would need to 
be over 55 years of age. 
If we can’t find a buyer soon, we may need to rent the property. 
 

 
 


