
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

6th –13th July- 2014 

To all Ivans, Johns, Peters and Pauls celebrating their names days on Mon 7th July (Johns) and Peter and 
Pauls , Paulines, Pats on 12th July, we send God’s blessings and prayers on you all. 
 
 
Epistle Romans 8:28-39 28. We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29. For those whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the first-born among many brethren. 30. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31. What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against us? 32. He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up 
for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?33. Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies; 34. who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us? 35.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation. Or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36. As it is written, “ For your sake we are being killed  all the day 
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered .” 37. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors  through him who 
loved us. 38. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39. nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
Gospel -Mat 5:1-16.  1. When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountains; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, 
4. Blessed are those who morn, for they will be comforted. 
5. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6. Blessed are those  who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8.Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12.Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecute the prophets who were before 
you.13. You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14. You  are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and gives light to all in the house. 
16. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
================================================================================== 

Nativity of ST JOHN THE BAPTIST JULY 7th (June 24th ) 
    Jesus called John the greatest of all those who had preceded him: “I tell you, among those born 

of women, no one is greater than John....” But John would have agreed completely with what Jesus 
added: “Yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” (Luke 7:28).  

    John spent his time in the desert, an ascetic. He began to announce the coming of the Kingdom, 
and to call everyone to a fundamental reformation of life.  His purpose was to prepare the way for 
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This Week’s Readings 
Epistle: 

Romans 8:28-39 Gospel: Mat 5:1-16   Feast of All Saints 

0f Rus Ukraine 
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Jesus. His Baptism, he said, was for repentance. But One would come who would baptise with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. John is not worthy even to carry his sandals. His attitude toward Jesus was: “He must increase; I must 
decrease” (John 3:30).  

    John was humbled to find among the crowd of sinners who came to be baptised the one whom he already 
knew to be the Messiah. “I need to be baptised by you” (Matthew 3:14b). But Jesus insisted, “Allow it now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15b). Jesus, true and humble human as well as eternal 
God, was eager to do what was required of any good Jew. John thus publicly entered the community of those 
awaiting the Messiah. But making himself part of that community, he made it truly messianic.  

    The greatness of John, his pivotal place in the history of salvation, is seen in the great emphasis Luke gives to 
the announcement of his birth and the event itself—both made prominently parallel to the same occurrences in the 
life of Jesus. John attracted countless people (“all Judea”) to the banks of the Jordan, and it occurred to some 
people that he might be the Messiah. But he constantly deferred to Jesus, even to sending away some of his 
followers to become the first disciples of Jesus.  

    Perhaps John’s idea of the coming of the Kingdom of God was not being perfectly fulfilled in the public 
ministry of Jesus. For whatever reason, he sent his disciples (when he was in prison) to ask Jesus if he was the 
Messiah. Jesus’ answer showed that the Messiah was to be a figure like that of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah. 
John himself would share in the pattern of messianic suffering, losing his life to the revenge of Herodias.  
Comment: John challenges us Christians to the fundamental attitude of Christianity—total dependence on the 
Father, in Christ. Except for the Mother of God, no one had a higher function in the unfolding of salvation. Yet the 
least in the kingdom, Jesus said, is greater than he, for the pure gift that the Father gives. The attractiveness as well 
as the austerity of John, his fierce courage in denouncing evil—all stem from his fundamental and total placing of 
his life within the will of God. 

Quote: "And this is not something which was only true once, long ago in the past. It is always true, because the 
repentance which he preached always remains the way into the kingdom which he announced. He is not a figure 
that we can forget now that Jesus, the true light, has appeared. John is always relevant because he calls for a 
preparation which all men need to make. Hence every year there are four weeks in the life of the Church in which 
it listens to the voice of the Baptist. These are the weeks of Advent" (A New Catechism). 

============================================================================== 
Feast day of SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES, MARTYRS —12th July (29th June) 
 “Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were one; and even though they 

suffered on different days, they were as one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we 
celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let us embrace what they believed, 
their life, their labours, their sufferings, their preaching, and their confession of faith.” – Saint 
Augustine of Hippo, Sermon 295 

      As early as the year 258, there is evidence of an already lengthy tradition of celebrating 
the solemnities of both Saint Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, and Saint Paul, the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, on the same day. 

      They are together the founders of the See of Rome, through their preaching and ministry, 
and ultimately their martyrdoms there, Peter in 64 A.D. and Paul in 67 A.D. 

      Peter, who was named Simon, was a fisherman, in the line of his father, and was introduced to the Lord Jesus 
by his brother Andrew, also a fisherman.  It was from Him that he received the name Cephas (Petrus in Latin), 
which means ‘Rock,’ in view of the mission he was to fulfil as the head of the Apostles and the first pope. 

      Peter was the first to recognise that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” the first to pledge his 
fidelity until death, the first to jump to Jesus’ side in Gethsemane and defend Him. Yet he was also very often the 
first to make mistakes, to reveal his human weaknesses and lack of faith, and his betrayal of the Lord at the hour of 
His passion and crucifixion is the most public. 

      After the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, Peter’s role as the head of the Apostles is confirmed is made 
clear in the accounts of the Acts of the Apostles. He is the leader of the Church and the one entrusted with 
confirming that the followers of Christ keep the true faith. St. Peter’s last years were in Rome where he led the 
Church and where he was finally crucified (upside-down because he claimed that he was not worthy to die as his 
Lord) as Christ had told him he would be, and buried on the Vatican hill. 

     St. Peter’s basilica is built over the tomb of the Prince of Apostles. 
    
St. Paul was the great preacher of the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen again. His letters were 

the first writings of the New Testament, and it is through them that we know most of the facts of His life and of the 
faith of the early Church. 

     Before receiving the name Paul he was Saul, a pharisee and persecutor of Christians in Jerusalem, present at 
the martyrdom of St. Stephen. Saul was on his way to Damascus to persecute the Christian community there when 
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he was surrounded by a great light from heaven and  fell off of his horse.  He then heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?…Saul answered: Who art thou, Lord? Christ said: Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecute. It is hard for thee to kick against the goad (to contend with one so much mightier than 
thyself).” 

     Saul continued to Damascus, received baptism and went to see Peter and the other Apostles in Jerusalem. He 
was the Lord’s chosen instrument to take the faith to the Gentiles. 

     Paul spent the rest of his life tirelessly preaching the Gospel all over the Mediterranean world.  He was 
imprisoned and taken to Rome where he was beheaded in the year 67. 

He is buried in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, in Rome.    
=============================================================================== 
Parishioners who have passed away in month of  July 
Maria Luzny                          10/ 7/1964     
Mihajlo Ostaszewskyj           16/ 7/1965     
Daria Gutej                            23/ 7/1971 
Maria Korzec                          4/ 7/1976 
Peter Moskalek                       5/ 7/1976  
Fransisca Kania                      9/ 7/1977  
Ivan Kostyshyn                     15 /7/1977 
Paul Junko                            20/ 7/1977  
Mykola Korzec                     22/ 7/1977 
Osep Bajgerycz                      7/ 7/1978 
Vasyl Muran                        26/ 7/1978 
Osep Mencinsky                    6/ 7/1979 
Katarina Nakoneczna            2/ 7/1980  
Stefan Lubij                         30/ 7/1983  
Stefan Kolesar                     23/ 7/1985 
Mykola Luno                       28/ 7/1985  
Wasyl Stasiw                         8/ 7/1988 
Dmytro Hamiwka                  2/ 7/1989  
Jaroslav Swincicky              12/ 7/1989 
Efrozema Pjatkovska             4/ 7/1991 
Matthew Shwech                13/ 7/1992  
Wolodymyr Nakonecznij      5/ 7/1993 
Marian Zukowski                  4/ 7/1994  
Petro Martynyshyn               6/ 7/1994  
Ivan Dimitskyj                    27/ 7/1995  
Mihajlo Jakymczyk            11/ 7/1995 
Luba Korbula                       8/ 7/1998 
Jaroslav Mykytiuk             20/ 7/1998 
Ivan Tymak                        17/ 7/1999  
Maria Mencinsky                 1/ 7/2000 
Eva Duma                           19/ 7/2000 
Kostantin Marczak             17/ 7/2002 
Joseph Kozer                      21/ 7/2002 
Jan Ostalski                         10/7/1995 
Petro Hunciw                       1/ 7/2005 
Mihajlo Doschak                  6/ 7/2005 
Anna Bojczuk                     12/ 7/2007 
Myroslav Sawdyk              19/ 7/2007 
Lucy Wolf (nee Lys)          28/ 7/2007  
Petro Ripa                          17/ 7/2008 
Wolodymyr Slusarczyk     24/7/2008 
Olga Kuzyk                         31/7/2008 
Mollie Czwerenczuk          22/7/2009 
Eugene Budz                      23/7/2009 
Maria Safianyk                    6/7/ 2013 
 
ETERNAL MEMORY—VICHNAYA PAMYAT 
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Department of Information will feature “Living Parishes” 
Wednesday, 25 June 2014 
 
UGCC Department of information is beginning a cycle of video programs 
“A Living Parish”. They will transmit better practices of parish life.  
 
The narrative will be built on the basis of the six parts of the Strategy 
of the Church by the Year 2020: “A living parish – the place of 
meeting the living Christ”: 1. God’s Word and catechization 2. 
Liturgy and prayer3. Serving one’s neighbor (deaconship) 4. 
Leadership – the management of gifts 5. Union, communion 
(coynoniya) 6. Missionary spirit 7. Such a strategy was approved by 
UGCC Synod of Bishops held in Brazil in 2011. It is being 
implemented by a workgroup headed by Bishop Ken (Novakivsky).  
 
Coordinators are working on this in eparchies and exarchates.“A 
living parish – the place of meeting the living Christ” “The 
development of parish communities should be our priority,” stated 
UGCC Head, His Beatitude Sviatoslav, in his Pastoral Letter. “By 
nurturing and enlivening the parishes we are also nourishing and 
enlivening the whole Church.”From now on, each parish can share 
its positive clergy experience and the best practices in implementing 
programs for the development of our Church in the program “A 
Living Parish.”  
Applications for creating and completed videos one can send to: 
vision2020ugcc@gmail.com. UGCC Department of Information 

A LIVING PARISH 



Saints Peter and Paul Feast Day by Fr Iraneaus OSBM from Canada 
 
Unity is strength. That is the main thought on our minds as we come together today to 
give God thanks for the two great apostles, Peter and Paul. In their lifetime Peter and Paul 
did not work so closely together. Peter was called directly by Jesus and given “the keys of 
the kingdom” (Matthew 16:16-18). He is portrayed in icons carrying the keys. Paul, on the 
other hand, probably never met Jesus face to face. Once a persecutor of the church, his 
conversion came about through a vision on the road to Damascus. His inspiration and his 
style of presenting the gospel came from visions and charismatic experiences. He is 
portrayed in icons carrying either a sword or a book. Peter and Paul were so different that 
Peter was surnamed the Apostle of the Jews and Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles. Paul 
once had a public disagreement with Peter on whether Jewish Christians could eat 
together with Gentile Christians. (Galatians 2). 
 
If Peter and Paul did not agree in life, they did agree in death. Both suffered the same kind of death, martyrdom, in 
the same city, Rome, at about the same time, 64-67 AD The early church recognised Peter and Paul as the two 
pillars of the church of Christ. This is depicted in an ancient icon with Peter on the right and Paul on the left, each 
extending a hand with which they bear up the church. By placing two of them together in one icon, united in lifting 
up the church, the church is sending a message to all her children that they all likewise should be united, in spite of 
individual and local differences, in building up the one church of God. 
 
In the passage from Saint Matthew’s Gospel that we have just heard, Peter makes his own confession of faith in 
Jesus, acknowledging him as Messiah and Son of God. He does so in the name of the other Apostles too. In reply, 
the Lord reveals to him the mission that he intends to assign to him, that of being the “rock”, the visible foundation 
on which the entire spiritual edifice of the Church is built (cf. Mt 16:16-19). But in what sense is Peter the rock? 
How is he to exercise this prerogative, which naturally he did not receive for his own sake? The account given by 
the evangelist Matthew tells us first of all that the acknowledgment of Jesus’ identity made by Simon in the name of 
the Twelve did not come “through flesh and blood”, that is, through his human capacities, but through a particular 
revelation from God the Father. The disciple who, through God’s gift, was able to become a solid rock, here shows 
himself for what he is in his human weakness: a stone along the path, a stone on which men can stumble. Here we 
see the tension that exists between the gift that comes from the Lord and human capacities; and in this scene 
between Jesus and Simon Peter we see anticipated in some sense the drama of the history of the papacy itself, 
characterised by the joint presence of these two elements: on the one hand, because of the light and the strength that 
come from on high, the papacy constitutes the foundation of the Church during its pilgrimage through history; on 
the other hand, across the centuries, human weakness is also evident, which can only be transformed through 
openness to God’s action. 
 
And in today’s Gospel there emerges powerfully the clear promise made by Jesus: “the gates of the underworld”, 
that is, the forces of evil, will not prevail. As God promised the prophet Jeremiah: “I am with you, says the Lord, to 
deliver you!” (Jer 1:18-19). In truth, the promise that Jesus makes to Peter is even greater than those made to the 
prophets of old: they, indeed, were threatened only by human enemies, whereas Peter will have to be defended from 
the “gates of the underworld”, from the destructive power of evil. 
Let us move on now to the symbol of the keys, which we heard about in the Gospel. The key represents authority 
over the house of David. And in the Gospel there is another saying of Jesus addressed to the scribes and the 
Pharisees, whom the Lord reproaches for shutting off the kingdom of heaven from people (cf. Mt 23:13). This 
saying also helps us to understand the promise made to Peter: to him, inasmuch as he is the faithful steward of 
Christ’s message, it belongs to open the gate of the Kingdom of Heaven, and to judge whether to admit or to refuse 
(cf. Rev 3:7). Hence the two images – that of the keys and that of binding and loosing – express similar meanings 
which reinforce one another. The expression “binding and loosing” forms part of rabbinical language and refers on 
the one hand to doctrinal decisions, and on the other hand to disciplinary power, that is, the faculty to impose and to 
lift excommunication. The parallelism “on earth ... in the heavens” guarantees that Peter’s decisions in the exercise 
of this ecclesial function are valid in the eyes of God. As it is today with the Holy father Pope Francis. 
St. Augustine writes (Sermon 295):  
Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were one; And even though they suffered on different days, 
they were as one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' 
blood. Let us embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and their 
confession of faith.  
 



 *************************************************** *************************************** 

Proposed Itinerary for Patriarch Sviatoslav’s Visit to Perth
    Wednesday 17-Sep  Flight into Perth 17.35 
(flight time 10hr 40mins) 
                                                18.00 Welcome at Airport  
 
Thursday 18-Sep  Morning Rest   
                        14.00 Meet Archbishop Tim Costelloe & Other WA Bishops

 16.00 Press Conf      18.00 Perth Parish - Divine 
Liturgy & Gathering   
Friday  19-Sep  08.15 Flight to Melbourne (arr. Melb 13.45)    
More details as they come available—Parish Council Perth. 
 
*************************************************** *************************** 
CHOIR NEWS 
Slava Isuse Hrystu! 
 
Below is the new schedule for the next few months. There are extra rehearsals as our Patriarch Sviatoslav 
will be here in September and we need to learn/rehearse the Song to the Patriarch, the liturgy with the 
‘new’ words eg віки вічні instead of віки віків etc. and know what to sing in a patriarchal Liturgy. 
 
Church Choir Rehearsals and Singing 
 
05.08.14 Tuesday rehearsal   10.08.14 Sunday Liturgy 
26.08.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   02.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal,   09.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal  ?14.09.14 Sunday 
liturgy? 
16.09.14 Tuesday rehearsal 
18.09.14 Thursday Liturgy   Patriarch Sviatoslav, bishops, priests and deacons to co-celebrate 
 
Slava na viky!  Suzanna 
================================================================================ 
The Head of the UGCC told the Holy Father about the "pain of Ukrainian people"  
Thursday, 26 June 2014 
This morning in the Vatican His Beatitude Sviatoslav (Shevchuk), the Head and the Father of the UGCC met with the Holy 
Father Francis. The meeting was a part of the audience for members of the 87th Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for 
the Oriental Churches (BCAA).  
 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav had the opportunity to personally speak with the Holy Father, he told him about the situation in 
Ukraine, thousands of refugees and hundreds of wounded and dead. According to him, the Pope Francis said that he is 
praying for Ukraine and is doing everything possible for our country to be at peace and calm. The Holy Father also 
personally congratulated the Head of the UGCC with the 20th anniversary of priestly ministry, which falls on this day. 
Addressing the present at the audience, the Pope Francis said about the importance of building peace in the modern world, 
stressing that the main "builder of peace is Christ himself." The Holy Father greeted the representatives of the Eastern 
Churches and thanked them for their contribution to building peace and harmony in the countries they represent. He also 
urged Christians to pray to make His journey to the Holy Land bring the "fruits of unity among Christians". "The fire of 
Pentecost and the power of Love – according to the words of the Holy Father - can stop a fire weapon of hatred and 
discord". 
We have to add that on June 24-26 in the Vatican a working session 
of the 87th Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for the Oriental 
Churches (BCAA) was held - a body which brings together the 
various charities that support the pastoral work of the Eastern 
Churches. This year, the special attention was paid to the situation in 
Ukraine. 
 
UGCC Department of Information 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 3 

6th July, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
 11am 

Holy Liturgy  
 

 Sun of Ukrainian Saints and 
St John the Baptist Praznyk LUNCH 

Mon 
7th July, 2014 

 
9am 

  Holy Liturgy 
 

St John the Baptist Feast day 

Tues 8th July, 2014 8:30 am  Holy Liturgy    

Wed 9th July, 2014 8:30am Holy Liturgy Akafist to our Mother Mary 

Thurs 10th July, 2014 
8:30am 

 
Holy Liturgy  

  

Fri 11th July, 2014 8.30am Holy Liturgy Akafist to our Saviour  Jesus 

Sat 12th July, 2014 6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

Sts Peter and Paul Feast Day 
In English 

Sun 

Tone 4 
13th July 2014 9:30 am  

 
Holy Liturgy  

 5th Sun after Pentecost 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,050.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of  the lift. Please see 
anyone on Parish Council if you would like to make a 
donation.  The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—Mrs N Slusarczyk $20 
candles 
Anon $50 church donation 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you all. 
================================ 
Websites to check out 
www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia and 
abroad. 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
If you wish to make a donation direct via-
bank  send to Dnister (Ukrainian Catholic 
church) BSB 704235/ acct 00006479 and 
email luba_valega@hotmail.com to confirm 
 
Or post cheque to PO Box 230, Dianella WA 
6059 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
 Fri 4thJuly—Nataliya Liakishev 
Sat 12th July 
Sat 19th July—Irena Grynychyn 
 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy on   Sun 20th 
July —4pm and Panahyda for late Petro Hunciw 
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 

OUR FEAST DAY—PRAZNYK—OF  
Nativity of ST JOHN THE BAPTIST LUNCH  

WILL BE ON  
THIS SUN 6TH JULY  

AT NEWLY PAINTED CHURCH HALL  
AFTER HOLY LITURGY     -  11AM 

                                     
PLEASE COME TO CELEBRATE OUR CHURCH’S  

PATRON SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


