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Epistle   Acts 16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." 18 And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned 
and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 19 But 
when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place 
before the rulers; 20 and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and they are 
disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice." 22 The crowd 
joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when 
they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having 
received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one's 
fetters were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here." 29 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and 
brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?" 31 And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household." 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. 33 And he 
took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. 34 Then he 
brought them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God. 
 
Gospel - John 9:1-38     1 As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from  birth. 2 And his 
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 
Jesus answered, "neither this man nor his parents sinned: he was born blind that the works of 
God might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is 
day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world." 6 As he said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread 
the man's eyes with it, 7 saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means 
Sent). So he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some 
were saying, "It is he"; others said, "No, but it is someone like him." He said, "I am the man." 
10 But they kept saying to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" 11 He answered, "The 
man called Jesus made mud and spread it on my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and 
wash' so I went and washed and received my sight." 12 They said to him, Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. And he 
said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is 
not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?" There was a division among them. 17 So they  said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he 
has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, 19 and asked them, "Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 20 His parents answered, "We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know  how it is that he now sees, nor do we know who 
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Epistle: 

Acts 16:16-34 Gospel: John 9:1-38  Sun of Blind man Tone 5 



opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." 22 His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, would be put 
out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him." 24 So for the second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God!; we know that this man is a sinner." 25 He 
answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." 26 
They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered them, "I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" 28 
And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 30 The man answered, Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the 
world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, 
he could do nothing." 34 They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you  trying to teach us?" 
And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and having found him he said, "Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?" 36 He answered, "And who is he, sir, tell me so that I may believe in him?" 37 Jesus 
said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you." 38 He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshipped 
him. 
========================================================================================= 

Reflection of the week This Sunday, the Gospel is about a man who was born blind, and Jesus made 
him see. Imagine if you will, what it would be like to be blind from birth and suddenly as an adult 
you can see. You finally discover what the world is like. You discover what colour is, and many 
other things are, that as a blind person you did not know. That is what being a Christian is. There are 
many people who are essentially pagans. Worship in a believing community is not a reality in their 
lives. If you want to discover what the world is really about, if you really want to see, make 
Christianity a reality in your life.    

 
The absence of God in people’s lives often brings with it discord and violence. When anger or selfishness become 
dominant in our lives, take a step back and consider what is happening. The devil does not simply leave things to 
chance. He will do his best to fill the vacuum when we reject God. That is why he is called the eater of souls. He 
who robs us of ourselves. Let us pray that the love of God is in our lives. 
              Rt    Rev. Olexander Kenez 
================================================================================= 
What if St. Olga had baptised Ukraine?  Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in 
Bishop Peter's Articles, General May 20, 2014 
 
St. Olga is the grandmother of St. Volodymyr, the baptiser of Ukraine. She was 
born around 890; some sources suggest that she was born around Lviv. She died 
on 11th of July 969 in Kyiv. She ruled Ukraine for 18 years. Her husband Ihor 
was killed and her son Svyatoslav was too young to be the ruler so she was in 
charge for a while. All accounts indicate that she was a ruthless leader and did a 
lot to unify the country. 
 
Around 956 she converted to Christianity. She did that it seems in the Byzantine 
tradition as the record of her baptism is preserved in Constantinople. They 
record that she took a Christian name “Yelena”. It seems that her conversion was sincere. She rejected the local sun 
worshipping religion of the day. She could not take it seriously and took instruction from Greek missionaries who were 
known to have been in Ukraine at the time. 
 
Religion in those days was a matter for the state and under the protection of the state. Ukraine was officially pagan. Records 
indicate that she tried to educate her son Svyatoslav but he was set in his pagan ways. 
She had a big influence on her grandson Volodymyr. She definitely introduced Christianity to him. 
She was the first ruler of Ukraine to convert to Christianity but it was a private matter. Her son did not convert and it seems 
was not happy about his mother’s choices. 
 
Olga, while she was ruler in 959, had very good relationship with Otto 1, the Holy Roman Emperor. He was of German 
origin and was in charge of Europe. Olga wanted, as Ukraine still does today, good relationships with Rome and Europe. She 
also wanted Ukraine to become Christian. The trouble was that she was no longer in charge. Her son was. 
She asked Otto 1 to send a bishop and a number of priests to Ukraine to convert Ukraine, to baptise it. Otto 1 sent a Roman 
Catholic Bishop and a group of priests. The bishop was St. Adalbert of the city of Magdeburg. As it happened, when they 
reached the country of Rus, Svyatoslav’s agents stopped them and told them to go home. So they did. History does not speak 
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of Olga’s reaction but she was by then an old woman and could do nothing about it. 
 
So why did she go to the Roman Catholics and not to the Greeks? In my mind it was simple. It was a political decision. 
Besides one cannot forget or deny that then the church was united. The schism came much later in history. Even the word 
“orthodox” was not used until many hundreds of years later. 
This is interesting because if she had succeeded in her plan, Ukraine and Russia might have been Roman Catholic from the 
beginning. 
 
We all know that Volodymyr fulfilled the dreams of his grandmother in 988. He went back to Constantinople because as 
history tells us he was very impressed by the religious expressions of the Greeks. 
God does work in mysterious ways! 
========================================================================================= 
Standing vs. Sitting? 
 
The First Council of Nicea promulgated twenty new church laws, called canons. One of these canons prohibited 
kneeling on Sundays and during Paschaltide. The canon itself was designed only to ensure uniformity of practice at 
the designated times (see below for these times*). 
The traditional posture for prayer and worship in the Eastern Churches has been to stand. In the "old countries", 
there are usually no pews in the churches. Chairs or benches on the side walls are usually reserved for the elderly 
and infirm. Here in Australia, we have tended to build our churches with pews, and since we have them, we need to 
figure out when we may sit and when we should stand. First of all, it is fully acceptable (even preferable) to stand 
for the entire service. If you prefer this, it would be better to find a place closer to the back or side of the church so 
as not to stand out or block someone's view.  
When should you definitely stand? *Always during the Gospel reading, the Little and Great Entrances, the 
Anaphora, the distribution of Holy Communion, whenever the priest gives a blessing, and the Dismissal. In many 
parishes, the Divine Liturgy books in the pew have suggested times when sitting is acceptable. Follow those 
instructions (it's probably safer than to follow what the people are doing in the first couple of rows). When in doubt, 
stand. It is never wrong to stand in church.  
Some parishes also follow the practice of kneeling on Sundays during the Cherubic Hymn, consecration, and the 
"Our Father". Strictly speaking, this is not correct, because every Sunday is a "little Pascha" in which the 
Resurrection is remembered - hence, no kneeling. Kneeling was considered most appropriate to penitential prayer 
(especially during the Great fast), as distinct from the festive nature of Paschaltide and its remembrance every 
Sunday.  
The "kneeling prayers" of Pentecost are said after the Sunday Liturgy, "reinstating" kneeling for Vespers, Matins, 
and weekday Liturgies only. If the tradition of the parish you are visiting is to kneel, and everyone kneels, it's better 
to do so than to stick out like a sore thumb. If there is a mixture of standing and kneeling, then stand.   
================================================================================== 
Pilgrimage of His Holiness Francis in the Holy Land on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the meeting 
in Jerusalem between Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras. (May 24 – 26, 2014) 
The motto for the pilgrimage is “So that they may be one”.  The Holy Father has insisted 
that at the centre of his pilgrimage will be the meeting with Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
Bartholomew I of Constantinople and the heads of the Churches in Jerusalem. This is to 
commemorate and renew the commitment to unity expressed by Pope Paul VI and 
Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople 50 years ago in Jerusalem. 
This gives expression to the desire of the Lord at the Last Supper: “I ask not only on 
behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that 
they may all be one.  As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I 
have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:20-23). 
The logo also expresses this desire for unity, representing the embrace of Saint Peter and Saint Andrew, the first 
two disciples called by Jesus in Galilee. Saint Peter is the patron of the Church in Rome and Saint Andrew is the 
patron of the Church in Constantinople.  In Jerusalem, in the Mother Church, they embrace. The two apostles are in 
a boat that represents the Church, whose mast is the Cross of the Lord. The sails of the boat are full of wind, the 
Holy Spirit, which directs the boat as it sails across the waters of this world. 
The unity of Christians is a message of unity for all humanity, called to overcome the divisions of the past and 
march forward together towards a future of justice, peace, reconciliation, pardon and fraternal love. 
 Source - http://popefrancisholyland2014.lpj.org/ 
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Come and join our Parish Community for the Divine Liturgy to 
celebrate the  

Ascension of the Lord 
and to launch a Missionary Decade of Days. 

 
During these days we will join with the Patriarch and our whole Church, 
throughout the world, on an extraordinary pilgrimage—from the 
Ascension to the Descent of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost. The attention of 
our entire Church will focus on our common vocation as “missionaries,” 
that is to say a community ready to share God’s Word of salvation with 
others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A booklet will be available in either English or Ukrainian so that you can 
follow the themes of each day and pray at home. 
 

Liturgy will begin at 6.30 pm on  
Ascension Thursday the 29th May. 

 

 



CYM (Ukrainian Youth Association of WA) and the Ukrainian Association of Western Australia (UAWA) calls on 
all concerned Australians to attend a Rally in support of Ukraine.  
 
The rally will voice its strong opposition to Putin’s aggression in Ukraine.  
 
It will be held in front of the Wesley Church cnr of William Street and Hay Street in Perth WA on Sunday May 25, 
2014 at 1.00pm - the day of the Presidential elections in Ukraine. 
The UAWA calls on our membership and members of the Ukrainian community and broader Australian community 
to attend this rally.  
 
The Western Australia Rally coincides with a National Rally organised by the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 
Organisations (AFUO). The National rally is being held in Canberra in front of the Embassy of the Russian 
Federation in Australia in Canberra. For further details see : https://www.facebook.com/events/663498560387864/?
ref_dashboard_filter=upcoming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
======================================================================================= 
Blessing graves in Northam last Sun. Photos Borys Marunczyn 
 

Words of Wisdom 
 
May the gift of gentle memories always bring you peace. Love take our teardrops and turn them into 
laughter...and time can take a broken heart and teach it how to sing. 
 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 5 

25th May, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
1pm 

 
Holy Liturgy  

 
 

Sun of Blind Man 
Rally in city 

Mon 
26th May, 2014 

 
 No Holy Liturgy  

Tues 27th May, 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy    

Wed 28th May, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy and Moleben to Mary, Mother of God 

Thurs 29th  May, 2014 
6:30pm 

 
Holy Liturgy  

 
Ascension of the Lord (Holy day of 

Obligation) 

Fri 30th May, 2014 8.30am Holy Liturgy and Moleben to Mary, Mother of God 

Sat 31st May, 2014 6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

 
In English 

Sun 

Tone 6 
1st June 2014 9:30 am  

 
Holy Liturgy  

 Sun of Holy Fathers 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of installing the lift. 
Please see anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—anon $20 for newsletter   
Lozyk family $100 for departed Irene 
Lozyk—2 yrs ago. 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you all. 
================================ 
Websites to check out 
 

www.catholicukes.org.au  
for all your Eparchial information/all  
parishes info and lots of information for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia 
and abroad. 
 
http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news 
will get you news from Ukraine 
 
Check these out for lots more info 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
 
Sat 24th May Iryna Grynychyn 
Sat 31st May ? 
Fri/Sat 6/7th June Nataliya Liakishev 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —next Holy Liturgy Sun 8th June 
Pentecost Sunday.—4pm 
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 

Working Bee June 7th and 14th.  
Painting inside hall walls. 
Need painters to come clean walls first week 
and paint the second week.  
RSVP if you can come to help. See Luba, or 
Lynette. 


