
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

18th-25th May- 2014 

Epistle   Acts 11:19-30 19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen travelled as 
far as Phoeni'cia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyre'ne, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the 
Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. 22 News of this came to the ears of the church in 
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted 
them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a large company was added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had found him, 
he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch 
the disciples were for the first time called Christians. 27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28 And one of them named Ag'abus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; 
and this took place in the days of Claudius. 29 And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief 
to the brethren who lived in Judea; 30 and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 
Gospel - John 4:5-43 . 5 So Jesus came to Samaritan city, called Sychar, near the field 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, tired out 
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A  Samaritan woman came 
to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8  His disciples had gone away into 
the city to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman said to Jesus, "How is it that you, a Jew, 
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep; Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his flocks?" 13 Jesus 
said to her, "Every one who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him, will never be thirsty; the water that I will give  
will become in them,  a spring of water gushing up to eternal life."  
15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may never be thirsty , or have to keep coming here to 
draw water." 16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." 17 The woman answered him, "I have 
no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have is not your husband; What you have said is true!." 19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I see  that 
you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain; and you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and  is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for  the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ); when he comes, he will proclaim all things to us" 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you 
am he."  
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What 
do you want?" or, "Why are you speaking with her?" 28  Then the  woman left her water jar, and went away into 
the city, and said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything that I ever done. Can he be the 
Messiah?" 30 They left  the city and were on their way to him.  
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This Week’s Readings 
Epistle: 

Acts 11:19-30 Gospel: John 4:5-43  Sun of Samaritan 

Woman 

Tone 4 



31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat something." 32 But he said to them, "I have food 
to eat that you do not know about." 33 So the disciples said to one another, "Surely no one brought him food?" 34 
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say,  
' four months more, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe  for 
harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages, and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 38 I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labour; others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour." 39 Many Samaritans from 
that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." 40 So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 
believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world."  
43. When the two days were over, Jesus went from that place to Galilee. 
========================================================================================= 
Reflection of the week The fifth Sunday after Easter deals with the woman of Samaria with whom Christ spoke at 

Jacob's Well (Jn 4). Again the theme is the "living water" and the recognition of Jesus as God's 
Messiah (Jn 4:10-11; 25-26). We are reminded of our new life in him, of our own drinking of the 
"living water," of our own true worship of God in the Christian messianic age "in Spirit and in 
Truth" (Jn 4:23-24). We see as well that salvation is offered to all: Jews and Gentiles, men and 
women, saints and sinners.  

================================================================================== 
Re The Samaritan Woman      by Fr Iraneaus .OSBM from Canada 
Notice that Jesus was at the well before the Samaritan woman came. God is always there first waiting for us. Our 
Lord found Zacchaeus, not Zacchaeus the Lord. He found Paul on the road to Damascus when Paul was not even 
looking for Him.  
Notice, too, that the Samaritan woman came to the well alone. The other women, no doubt, despised her for her 
loose morals and would not associate with her. 
As she filled her pitcher, she recognized Jesus as a Jew with whom the Samaritans did not associate. She tried to 
avoid Him. But to her surprise, Jesus addressed her with a request: "Give me a drink" (John 4:7). 
Nothing puts people at ease as quickly as to be asked for help. By asking someone for a favour, we place ourselves 
at the mercy of that person. We accept a lower, inferior position. This is how Jesus tried to establish a relationship 
of trust with the woman of Samaria. 
Jesus needed water to quench His physical thirst; the Samaritan woman needed living water for her spiritual thirst. 
The physical thirst would occur again; the spiritual thirst would be satisfied by the living water. The physical water 
came from a deep well; the living water came from the Living Christ. One was essential for life; the other was 
necessary for abundant life. Jesus asks, He Who can give all. He asks, that He may give all. 
 
We have all experienced the joy of drinking a cool glass of water to quench our thirst on a hot summer day. Our 
Blessed Lord one time experienced such a thirst. He had been travelling some time with His apostles when they 
came to a well near a Samaritan city. Christ sent the apostles to the town to buy food, and in the meantime He sat 
by the well, hoping to drink of its cool water. 
Shortly, a Samaritan woman approached the well. She carried the traditional jug used in the East to bear water. The 
well was deep, and Jesus was happy to see her come with the jug. "Let Me have a drink," He asked. The woman 
hesitated, because Jews and Samaritans had no dealings with each other but lived in enmity. Christ then said: "If 
you knew who was talking to you... you would ask of Him and He would give you living water... For whoever 
drinks of this water in the well will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I give will never thirst... it 
shall be in him a well springing up into everlasting  life." 
 
Let's pause and examine these fascinating words  of Christ. 
"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again," Jesus said in reference to the well.   My, how true that is.   A  
person  drinks water now and in an hour or so he is thirsty again.   A person eats a hearty meal, but within several 
hours he gets hungry again.   A man plays a game for a while, then the next day he desires to play once more. 
People save some money during the year, but they are not satisfied; they would have liked to save twice as much.   
A rich man isn't satisfied with a half million, he wants a full million!   There's an old saying that goes like this: 
"Enough is a little more than what I've got."  Jesus said, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again;" he is not 
going to  be satisfied. 
The world with all its goods, riches, delights, and joys, is not able to truly satisfy the deep longings of the human 
heart. Some of the world's saddest people are those who have everything that the world has to offer. And, 
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conversely, some of the world's happiest folk are those who have little of its riches. All this is because a person is 
not made for this world alone, he is made for eternity. A person is not flesh only, he is body and soul united 
together. There is something in man that reaches out beyond himself towards God, and man's heart will not be truly 
satisfied until he obtains the Object of that yearning. Of course, it is Christ. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ told the Samaritan woman that whoever drinks the water given by Christ will never thirst 
(John 4:14). Each person needs nourishment for the soul. Christ provides the authentic and lasting nourishment. 
Discernment in life is necessary not to waste or lose the valuable time of life given by God. Discernment is 
necessary to get the greatest value out of each day of life given by God. 
 
In the Divine Liturgy, the priest says this prayer: “Grant also to those who pray with us, O God, growth in life and 
faith and spiritual understanding.”1 Believers are not to become stagnant after the joy of Holy Baptism. 
Believers are expected to grow in Christ throughout life. Consistent effort is necessary if growth is to occur. The 
Samaritan woman at the well listened carefully to Christ and she convinced others about Christ. 
The Samaritan woman telling others about her experience with Jesus resulted in an increase of believers. Personal 
experience of hearing Jesus verified He was the Saviour of the world (John 4:42). 
Jesus is heard today by individuals willing to listen carefully. The Holy Gospel proclaims the words of Jesus. Jesus 
is heard when believers contemplate in silence. Jesus is heard when believers pray with sincerity. 
Jesus’ presence is verified in daily life. The attentive observer notices occurrences attributable to Christ. Answers to 
prayer verify the presence and work of Christ in daily life. 
The Samaritan woman’s experience with Jesus was a lasting experience. Her experience continues to be valuable 
lesson throughout the world and throughout the centuries. 
Serious believers today experience Christ in their daily lives and praise Him. Serious believers today cling to Christ 
in faith and never want to be without Him. Saints and martyrs are examples demonstrating complete faith in Christ. 
================================================================================== 
Missionary Decade of Days 
Dearly Beloved in Christ ! 
Today I address all of you faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, led by your priests and 

bishops, and invite each one of you to embark together with me on an 
extraordinary pilgrimage that will last for ten days—from the Ascension to 
the Descent of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost. We are calling this pilgrimage the 
Missionary Decade of Days in which we turn the attention of our entire 
Church towards our common vocation as “missionaries,” that is to say a 
community ready to share God’s Word of salvation with others. 
The stages of this pilgrimage are based on a reading of the Acts of the 
Apostles throughout this decade of days for our overall growth, highlighting the following 
topics: 
1) The gift of baptism and divine adoption: lest we forget, Whose children we are and that 
we have a “heavenly citizenship;” 
2) The Word of God: to remind ourselves that God made Himself known to the human race 

and continues to speak to us; 
3) The teachers of faith: to remember those who gave us the gift of faith and who now guide us in the faith; 
4) The gift of consecrated life: to appreciate the great gift of monastic and religious communities in the Church and 
to accompany those vocations by our prayers; 
5) To be a disciple of Christ: to feel the calling that God has for each of us—FOR ME—to follow Him and live 
according to His teaching; 
6) Responsibility for the gift of faith: to be aware that this gift demands our continual response and efforts; 
7) Willingness to testify —to serve: to give witness to God’s wonderful works and to serve Him and our neighbour 
as the Lord Himself showed us; 8) Our Cross: that we be not afraid of life’s difficulties and challenges, and carry 
our crosses bravely for the sake of Christ; 
9) To be filled with a missionary spirit: to experience that to be with Christ is an indescribable joy that should be 
shared with everyone; 
10) The gift of the Holy Spirit: that we may always be open to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, Who already 
dwells in us and moves us towards what is good. 
Once St. Joseph and the Blessed Virgin, making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, took the twelve-year-old Jesus by the 
hand and, for three days, walked patiently, enduring the hardships and struggles of the journey towards their 
meeting with God in the Lord’s temple. On the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, we heard the following words 
about Jerusalem. 
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“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such 
the Father seeks to worship him” (Jn 4: 23). Our pilgrimage, however, is not tied to a place, but rather to a spiritual 
state. It is important to listen and mediate on God’s word and our Holy Mother Church’s teachings that our pastors, 
priests and bishops hand down to us.  With every passing day of our pilgrimage, may the gift of God’s love and the 
joy of sharing in the journey increase within us. On the tenth day, the feast of Pentecost, may we all fervently ask 
the Holy Spirit to restore in us the joy of our life in Christ, renewing our countenance as Christ’s disciples, reviving 
our parish communities, raising and resurrecting our native Ukraine. 
Embarking together on this pilgrimage, let the entire parish community, as the People of God, gather on May 29th, 
the feast of the Ascension of the Lord, in their church. So as not to get lost and to make all of our stops together, in 
accordance with the defined daily program, I ask you to bring along “The Guide to the Missionary Decade,” our 
pilgrimage’s itinerary. This little guide book can be purchased at your local parish and, in accordance with it, your 
pastors will lead you from the Ascension to Pentecost. If you cannot attend daily worship at your parish, make this 
spiritual pilgrimage at home with your family. 
Today, on Mother’s Day, I especially want to greet all of our mothers and thank them for the birth, education and 
handing down of the gift of faith to their children and grandchildren. Today I’m praying for you to our Lord so that 
He may give you, dear mothers, the strength and grace in this time to take by the hand and guide your children—and 
entire family—to church so that we may all come together and make this missionary pilgrimage so as to grow in to 
the full measure of Christ’s disciples, who are willing to share with others their faith in the Lord. 
 
† SVIATOSLAV 
 
Given in Kyiv at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ 
on the feast of the Holy Great Martyr, Victory-bearer and Wonderworker, George, 6 May 2014 
================================================================================= 

Last Sunday CYM members had coffee and cake for 
mothers in our parish.. Many thanks to Bohdan, 
Peter and to David for cake & setting it up. It was a 
nice gesture on behalf of CYM. 
Hope all the mothers had a lovely day with families 
or friends. 
 
==================================================== 
We seldom get what we want, 
We seldom want what we get,  
We seldom have what we like,  
We seldom like what we have. 
And still we live & love.  
That's life 
 
The best kind of friend,  
Is the kind you can sit on a porch and swing with,  
Never say a word, 
And then walk away feeling like it was the best conversation you've ever had. 
 
It's true that we don't know 
What we've got until it's gone, 
But it's also true that we don't know  
What we've been missing until it arrives.. 
 
Giving someone all your love is never an assurance that they'll love you back! 
Don't expect love in return;  
Just wait for it to grow in their heart, 
But if it doesn't, be content it grew in yours. 
 
From an email received this week 
 



His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Canada visited the parish of St .Eliahs the Prophet which During Holy 
Week lost its church due to a fire 
Saturday, 10 May 2014 
 
May 5, 2014, the Father and Head of UGCC, His Beatitude Sviatoslav, visited the parish of St. Elias in 
Brampton, Ontario (Canada). Here the Head of the Church led a Moleben (prayer service). The service 
was held in a tent next to the totally burned down parish church.  
Concelebrants were Bishop Stefan (Khmiliar), Bishop of Toronto and Eastern Canada, and numerous 
clergy. 
We remind our readers that recently a fire destroyed the Church of St. Elliah, built in 1995. The church 
was built from wood according to the native Boyko style. According to the words of Rev. Roman 
Galadza, the pastor, the church in its style and architecture reminded them all of Ukraine. The 
parishioners present felt that the visit of the Patriarch was a big support for the community which is 
mourning the loss of their church – their home of prayer. “And although there is both pain and sadness 
because of the loss of the church and everything that was inside, the attendees of the parish happily 
prayed with the Head of their Church. “We prayed with a great hope that after the Passion comes the 
Resurrection, so also in the life of this community a great sorrow will be transformed into great joy,” 
noted the parishioners. In his greeting to His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Rev. Roman Galadza said “The 
building burned down, but the Church has remained.” He stressed that today the congregation is even 
stronger, more family-like, and more spiritually mature, full of hope in God, “who according to the 
words of St. Paul, shows His strength in human weakness.” 
In conclusion, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in talking to those present , underlined that a similar thing 
occurred in Ukraine where recently the church of the monastery of the Studite monks in Yaremche 
completely burned down. The Church Prelate presented the parish with an Antimins containing the 
relics of Blessed Martyr Mykola (Charnetskyi). An Antimins is a blessed cloth which has a piece of a 
relic of a saint sewn into it. It is placed on the main altar of the Church. It is on this cloth that during 
the Divine Liturgy, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ in the Holy Sacrament of 
the Eucharist Sacrament.                 UGCC Department of Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
============================================================================= 
 
It takes only a minute to get a crush on someone, 
An hour to like someone, 
And a day to love someone, 
But it takes a lifetime to forget someone 

Don't go for looks; they can deceive.  
Don't go for wealth; even that fades away.  
Go for someone who makes you smile,  
Because it takes only a smile to 
Make a dark day seem bright.  
Find the one that makes your heart smile! 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 4 

18th May, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
3pm  

Holy Liturgy  
 

Blessing graves>>> 

Samaritan Woman 
>>>Northam 

Mon 
19th May, 2014 

 
 No Holy Liturgy  

Tues 20th May, 2014 8:30am  Holy Liturgy    

Wed 21st May, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy And Moleben to Mary, Mother of God 

Thurs 22nd  May, 2014 
8:30am 

7pm 
 

Holy Liturgy  
Parastas For Late Eugene Kostecki 

Fri 23rd May, 2014 10.15 am Holy Liturgy And Funeral of late Eugene Kostecki 

Sat 24th May, 2014 6pm 
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

 
In English 

Sun 

Tone 5 
25th May, 2014 9:30 am  

 
Holy Liturgy  

 Sun of Blind Man 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of installing the lift. 
Please see anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—all who donated for 
Easter Envelopes and Upkeep funds—
podatok—so bills can be paid. 
Ms H Ilkiv-Scanlon $150 church donation 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you all. 
================================ 

Caritas Boxes 
If you still have caritas boxes –Project 

Compassion in which you collected money 
during Lent, please hand them in asap  

to Luba.  
================================ 
Sincere sympathies to Kostecki families on 

the passing to heaven of  
Eugene Kostecki. 

 
Funeral details as above 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
 
Fri 9th May Natalia Liakishev -thankyou 
Sat 17th May? 
Sat 24th May Iryna Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —This 18th May to bless graves (3pm) 
and have Holy Liturgy after  (after 4pm) 
  ======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 

Working Bee June 7th and 14th.  
Painting inside hall walls. 
Need painters to come clean walls first week 
and paint the second week.  
RSVP if you can come to help. See Luba, or 
Lynette. 


