
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

20th-27th April- 2014 

Epistle   Acts 1:1-8 1:1 The first book I wrote, Theophilus, concerned all that Jesus began both to do and to teach,  1:2 until 
the day in which he was received up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen.  1:3 To these he also showed himself alive after he suffered, by many proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty 
days, and speaking about God's Kingdom.  1:4 Being assembled together with them, he commanded them, "Don't depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which you heard from me.  1:5 For John indeed baptized in water, but you 
will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 1:6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked him, 
"Lord, are you now restoring the kingdom to Israel?"  
1:7 He said to them, "It isn't for you to know times or seasons which the Father has set within his own authority. 1:8 But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. You will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth."  
Gospel John1:1:17 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  1:2 
He was in the beginning with God.  1:3 All things came into being through him and without him not one thing came 
into being.  1:4 What has come into being in him was life and the life was the light of all people..  1:5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  1:6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name 
was John.  1:7 He  came as a witness, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  1:8 He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  1:9 The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the 
world.  
1:10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 1:11 He 
came to what was  his own, and his own people did not accept him. 1:12 But to all who  received him,  who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God. 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and lived among us and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as a father’s only Son, , full of grace and truth. 1:15 John testified to him. John testified to him 
and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me, because he was before 
me.'" 1:16 From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 1:17  The law indeed was given through 
Moses. Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
*************************************************** ************************************************** 
The Easter Sermon of John Chrysostom Circa The Year of  Our Lord 400.  
This is the classic Easter Sermon of all time.  It is the only sermon which has been enshrined in the liturgy  
This sermon is a part of the Resurrection Matins service.  
We include it here so that all may spend a little time reading it.  
 
Is there anyone who is a devout lover of God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright festival!  
Is there anyone who is a grateful servant? Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of their Lord!  
Are there any weary with fasting? Let them now receive their wages!  
If any have toiled from the first hour, let them receive their due reward;  
If any have come after the third hour, let him with gratitude join in the Feast!  
And he that arrived after the sixth hour, let him not doubt; for he too shall sustain no loss.  
And if any delayed until the ninth hour, let him not hesitate; but let him come too.  
And he who arrived only at the eleventh hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his delay.  
 
For the Lord is gracious and receives the last even as the first.  
He gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, as well as to him that toiled from the first.  
To this one He gives, and upon another He bestows.  
He accepts the works as He greets the endeavour. The deed He honours and the intention He commends.  
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This Week’s Readings Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17 EASTER SUNDAY Tone  



Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord! First and last alike receive your reward; rich and poor, rejoice together!  
Sober and slothful, celebrate the day!  
You that have kept the fast, and you that have not, rejoice today for the Table is richly laden!  
Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one.  
Let no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy all the riches of His goodness!  
Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed.  
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave.  
Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Saviour has set us free. He has destroyed it by enduring it.  
 
He destroyed Hades when He descended into it. He put it into an uproar even as it tasted of His flesh.  
Isaiah foretold this when he said, "You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering Him below."  
 
Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. It was in an uproar because it is mocked.  
It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed. It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated.  
It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive. Hell took a body, and discovered God.  
It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw, and was overcome  
by what it did not see.  
O death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory?  
 
Christ is Risen, and you, o death, are annihilated!  
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down!  
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice!  
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!  
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead;  
for Christ having risen from the dead,  
is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen! 
 
================================================================================== 
      EASTER SUNDAY—CHRIST HAS RISEN! INDEED HE HAS RISEN  
 

TO ALL READERS OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
I WISH YOU ALL A BLESSED AND HOLY EASTER 

MAY THE RESURRECTED JESUS KEEP YOU IN HIS CARE 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN—ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС 
COMING EVENTS  
 
Good Friday  18th April -Matins of the Passion of Christ  at 3pm. 
 
Holy Sat, 19th April—Resurrection Matins and blessing of baskets—6pm 
 
EASTER—Velekden Sun 20th April—9.30 am Holy Liturgy and blessing of baskets. 
 
Sat 26th April—Blessing of graves at Karrakatta 2pm. 
Sun 27th April  Blessing graves at Fremantle 2pm,  
Sat May 3rd at Guildford 2pm.  
Sun 4th May at Midland 2pm.  
Sun 11th May at Pinnaroo 2pm.  
Northam—Sun 18th May - 3pm blessing graves and 4pm Holy Liturgy 
 
========================================================================================== 

   Patriarch confirms trip to Australia  Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in GeneralApril 16, 2014054  

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, Head and Father of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, confirmed that he will visit the 
Australian Eparchy in September 2014. Confirmation letter Bishop Peter Stasiuk received on the 15th of April, 
2014. 
Bishop Peter has responded to the letter, stating his joy and excitement at the news. He further added: “Our 
preparations are well underway. We already have put in place a committee and preliminary plans. The faithful of 
the Eparchy will welcome their Patriarch with great enthusiasm.” Bishop Peter added that His Beatitude will visit most of our 
parishes as well as various religious and government leaders in Australia! 
The preparation committee is calling on all faithful to prepare for this visit so that the Patriarch’s visit to the Australian Eparchy 
could be a source of growth, hope and inspiration for our church. 
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O most holy Mother of God, save us! 
 O mighty General and Guide of the heavenly army, You, who in lifting up Your hands in prayer, overwhelm 
enemies and overcome all adversaries, strengthen our soldiers, grant them strength and courage to protect, with this 
powerful Shield, their people who cry out:  
                                      O most holy Mother of God, save us! 
====================================================================== 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
                                                              Christ is risen!  TRULY HE IS RISEN 
Brothers and sisters!  
You know, the greatest argument of enemy is: “I will kill you!” the argument of the enemy of our 
souls is similar: “You will die anyway.” Christ is the one who overcame that and He is the one who 
shares that victory with us. Because that, St. Paul proclaims to the people of Corinth: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? Thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15: 54-57).”  
Just knowing this does not make it happen – we must live according to Who Jesus Christ is. The joy of 
the resurrection is that we can become completely alive, completely human, as we are meant to be. 
Right now, brothers and sisters, we are in a state that is between human and not human. God created us to know Him perfectly 
and intimately. Since we do not, we are not quite what we should be. But the joy of the resurrection is that we can become this.  
 
Jesus Christ became like us in all things except for sin. And He lived on this earth as a man and also fully as God, having two 
natures, not intermixed, but cooperating with one-another. And His human nature is as ours should be. It was as ours in all 
things except sin, even to the point that it would die, because we know that our Lord dies on the cross.  
But then a wondrous thing happened. Of His own power, of His Divinity – the hymns of Holy Saturday especially sing of it – 
the one Who created the universe, Who laid dead in tomb, became alive of His own power.  
And He changed and enriched humanity with the ability to be alive too. This is what we are celebrating, brothers and sisters! 
We are not celebrating merely the event of Christ rising from the dead; we are celebrating that reality that WE can rise from the 
dead.  
 
We are here today, in the church because resurrection and the life eternal is not a just future event for us. The Lord made that 
perfectly clear, when He began preaching and said that “The kingdom of heaven is within you.” Our salvation occurs hear and 
how. So right now, brothers and sisters, we should live according to the resurrection, in everything. And as we live in this light, 
we become light; we become peaceful.  
Now let’s be honest with ourselves: there is a lot in us that is not peaceful; there is a lot in us that is not light. But God came so 
that we could be ALL LIGHT. And He made us capable of becoming good, and fully human. That is what we are celebrating 
today. He resurrected Himself so that we could become resurrected. For Him it happened in a flash, in a moment. For us it 
happens in a lifetime, with struggle, with difficulties, with happiness, with sadness, with holiness and with depravity – all the 
things that are mixed up in our complex nature.  
 
One more thing.  If you probably noticed, on this bright day of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, we read from the 
beginning of the Gospel of John, which does not say anything about resurrection. There are many passages in the Gospels that 
speak about the resurrection; we read eleven of them in a cycle throughout the year in matins, but we did not read this time 
about the resurrection. Now why is this, that on the very day when we most extravagantly celebrate the resurrection we read 
from the beginning of John and not a resurrection story?  
Well, we certainly know about the resurrection, but have we lived it yet? No, we are in the process towards it. Who is the 
resurrection? – Jesus Christ. Saint John, preeminently, of all the Apostles and Evangelists, shows us Who Jesus Christ is. What 
the Evangelist wants to tell us in his Gospel is that in the order for the resurrection to be actualized in our life, we must know 
Jesus Christ. So it is the central point here, that from this day forward, during the cycle of Pascha, forty days after Pascha, is the 
Ascension and fifty days after is Pentecost – we read from the Gospel of John because we are to learn of Jesus Christ, the One 
who is meek and lowly, the One Who came to save us from our sins. (from the Resurrection, Jesus speaks about Himself as it 
is, not in parables). We see Jesus here as the one Who speaks, and acts as the one, Who has the power over death, Who is 
actually the life and the Giver of life.  
This is what we celebrate today, and this is why we start reading the Gospel of John today – because you cannot know the 
resurrection unless you know Jesus Christ. And there is only one way to know Jesus Christ – to become like Him. That is what 
we are called to do. And the great joy is that it is possible – God came so we could become like Him. This is what we celebrate 
today, bothers and sisters.  
 
Anything that you do in your life, no matter what it is, no matter how small or how large, no matter how long it takes, or if it is 
just for a moment -- if it is according to the resurrection, then it will bring you light. Anything that you do that is not according 
to the resurrection only brings darkness.  
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It really is that simple. Certainly we live in a complex life, with complex decisions to make about things and difficulties that 
we are perplexed about – this is true. But basically life is - choose good and avoid evil. Not becomes the Lord commands, but 
because it is the only way to have life. So we celebrate today that we can have life.  
Brothers and sisters, this life is in knowing our Lord Jesus Christ; that is why we read the Gospel of John.  
 
After a feast, the church will have hymns that discuss the feast in a deeper way. You will see this all throughout the whole 
period of Pascha. All the Gospels for Sunday are about the gradual enlightenment of man, because the resurrection occurs in us 
step by step. You can see it how it happened to the women, to the apostles. At first they could not believe, at first they were 
afraid. At first the Apostles thought that the words of the women who announced the resurrection were nonsense. Thomas 
could not believe for eight days. Peter could not have the joy of the resurrection until the risen Lord had them go fishing and 
then He restored him after they caught many fish.  
 
This is the way life is, brothers and sisters. It takes time to be enlightened; it takes effort to be enlightened. And the church will 
speak of it over the next forty and fifty days. So the Gospel of John is sort of the prelude to all that.  
 
The church IS Jesus Christ. All truth is Jesus Christ. The truth is not an abstract concept; truth is a person – Jesus Christ. So 
when you say that you live according to the truth that means that you are becoming like Christ. The Gospel of John teaches us 
preeminently Who Jesus Christ is, but it cannot be learned just by reading – it can only be learned by … becoming.   
 
So let us celebrate today that we can become like as God; we can become light, with no darkness in us at all; we can become 
arisen, with no death in us at all. This is what we were created for, and this is what we celebrate.  
 
Christ is risen!  TRULY HE IS RISEN!  Fr Iraneaus OSBM 
========================================================================================== 
Easter WEB LIVE from Melbourne 
Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in GeneralApril 15, 2014 
 
You can watch live webcast of this year’s Easter services from our cathedral of Ss Peter & Paul in Melbourne. 
On Saturday night 19th April from 6 pm (5:30 pm – Adelaide, 4 pm – Perth, 8 pm – New Zealand, 5 am – Argentina & Brazil, 
4 am – Canada (Ottawa), 1 am – USA (Washington). 
9 am – England, 10 am – Central Europe, 11 am – Ukraine) you can watch Resurrection Matins on 
www.eventwebcasting.com.au/stream.php?id=229<http://www.eventwebcasting.com.au/stream.php?id=229> and on Easter 
Sunday 20th April from 10 am (9:30 am – Adelaide, 8 am – Perth, 12 pm – New Zealand, 9 pm, Saturday 19th April – 
Argentina & Brazil, 8 pm. 
Saturday 19th April – Canada (Ottawa), 5 pm, Saturday 19th April – USA (Washington), 1 am – England, 2 am – Central 
Europe, 3 am – Ukraine) you can watch the Easter Divine Liturgy on www.eventwebcasting.com.au/stream.php?
id=230<http://www.eventwebcasting.com.au/stream.php?id=230> 
Thank you to Ukrainian Elderly Peoples Home “Kalyna care” and Ukrainian Credit Cooperative “Dnister”, who are a sponsor 
of this translations 
========================================================================================== 
Hartius! 
Reminder that CYM will be performing their traditio nal guarding of the tomb at the Good Friday service, 
 which starts at 3pm. 
All CYM members are requested to wear their CYM uniforms for the event. 
========================================================================================== 
Forgive Me, Lord 
 
Jesus, our crucified Lord, you know us better than we know ourselves. Help us to see the ways in which we not only act out in 
selfishness, greed, or shortsightedness, but also in those ways we choose to ignore, forget, and step over aspects of our lives 
and others for which we need forgiveness. 
 
— from The Last Words of Jesus  Minute meditation Americancatholic.org 
========================================================================================= 
Words of Wisdom 
 
The one who leaves happy memories dancing in our thoughts has given the gift of timeless moments worth 
holding in our hearts forever 
 
When burdens seem too heavy to carry them alone, may the love of those around you be your comfort. 
 
The one who leaves gentle footprints on our hearts has left a story worth telling. 
 
When the storm is finally over, He will still be there beside you. 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone  

20th April, 2014 
Choir singing 

9:30 am 
  

Holy Liturgy and 
blessing baskets after 

 
EASTER  SUNDAY 

Mon 
21st April, 2014 

 
9am Holy Liturgy Bright Monday 

Tues 22nd April, 2014 
8:30am 

 
 Holy Liturgy   

 
Bright Tuesday 

Wed 23rd April, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy  

Thurs 24th April, 2014 8:30am 
 

Holy Liturgy  
 

 

Fri 25th April, 2014 8:30am Holy Liturgy Anzac Day 

Sat 26th April, 2014 
2pm 
6pm 
7pm 

Blessing Graves 
Vespers 

Holy Liturgy 

>>>>>>At Karrakatta Cemetery 
 

In English 

Sun 

Tone  
27th April, 2014 9:30 am  

2pm 
Holy Liturgy  

Blessing graves 
St Thomas Sunday 

>>>>>>>At Fremantle cemetery 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of installing the lift. 
Please see anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—for Flowers for Tomb 
Mrs L Kuczma $20, Anon $20, Anon $20, 
M & L Kulynycz -$20, M Szkil $10, Kania 
Family $25, I Rosowski $20, Z Maslij $40. 
Paraszczyn family $100 for departed Fr 
and husband Wladislaw—5 yrs ago. 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you also. 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Fri 18th April Nataliya 
Sat 26th April Iryna Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —Next one on 18th May to bless 
graves (3pm) and have Holy Liturgy (4pm) 
  ======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
———————————————————–———————- 
Many thanks to all who supported the Easter Church 
fete last week Many thanks to Parish Council and a 
few friends, who worked hard preparing for this event,  
cooking the varenyky and Holubtsi  for lunch and 
paskas and cakes, pysanky and setting up the hall for 
the event. It was a great success. 
 
HAVE A BLESSED EASTER 


