
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

6th-13th April- 2014 

PLEASE NOTE Holy Liturgy  from THIS Sunday 6th Apri l will go back to start at 9.30am 
 
Epistle Hebrews  9:11-14 9:11. He came as High priest of this better system which we now have. He went into that 
greater, perfect tabernacle in heaven, not made by men nor part of this world, 12. and once for all took  blood into that inner 
room, the Holy of Holies and sprinkled it on the mercy seat; but it was not the blood of goats and calves. No, he took his own 
blood and with it he, by himself, made sure of our eternal salvation. 
13. And if under the old system the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of young cows could cleanse men’s bodies from 
sin, 14. Just think how much more surely the blood of Christ will transform our lives and hearts. His sacrifice frees us from 
worry of having to obey the old rules and makes us want to serve the living God. For by the help of the eternal Holy Spirit, 
Christ willingly gave himself to God to die for our sins - he being perfect, without a single sin or fault. 
Gospel Mark 10:32-45 10.32. Now they were on their way to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking along ahead; and 
as the disciples were following they were filled  with terror and dread. 
Taking them aside, Jesus once more began describing all that was going to happen to him when they arrived at 
Jerusalem 
33. “When we get there,” he told them, “ I, the Messiah, will be arrested and taken before the chief priests and the 
Jewish leaders, who will sentence me to die and hand me over to the Romans to be killed. 34. They will mock me 
and spit on me and flog me with their whips and kill me; but after 3 days I will come back to life again.” 
35. Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him in a low voice. “Master,” they said, 
“we want you to do us a favour.” 36. “What is it?” he asked.  37. “We want to sit on the thrones next to yours in 
your kingdom,” they said, one at your right and the other at your left!” . 38. But Jesus answered, “You don’t know 
what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of sorrow I must drink from? Or to be baptised with 
the baptism of suffering I must be baptised with?” 
39. “Oh yes,”  they said, “we are!” And Jesus said, You shall indeed drink from my cup and be baptised with my 
baptism, 40. But I do not have the right to place you on thrones next to mine. Those appointments have already 
been made.” 
41. When the other disciples discovered what James and John had asked, they were very indignant. 42. So Jesus 
called them to him and said, “As you know, the kings and great men of the earth lord it over the people; 43. But 
among you it is different. Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant. 44. And whoever wants to 
be greatest of all must be the slave of all. 
45. For even I, the Messiah, am not here to be served, but to help others, and to give my life as a ransom for many.” 
================================================================================== 
THEMES OF THIS SUNDAY  
The focus is on Jesus’ own journey towards Jerusalem where His final victory over sin and 
death will be won. 
Mary of Egypt is presented as an example of repentance after experiencing a change of heart. 
 
MARY OF EGYPT  
St. Mary was a runaway child who went to Alexandria and became a prostitute. Once she 
joined a group of pilgrims travelling to Jerusalem for the feast of the Exultation of the Holy 
Cross (September 14) and did not cease to sin. 
When she tried to enter the Church of the Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem with the other 
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pilgrims an unseen power prevented her from entering.  This happened three times. 
She took this as a personal sign from God and was converted on the spot. She embraced the monastic life and lived 
in the desert for over four decades. She went from harlot to saint by the grace of God. 
=================================================================================== 
 
Reflection of the Week 

 
 The Prayer of St Ephrem for Lent 
O Lord and Master of my life, give me not the spirit of indifference, and discouragement, lust for power and idle 
chatter (full prostration and then stand) 
Instead grant to me Your servant, the spirit of wholeness of being, humble mindedness, patience and love  (full 
prostration and then stand) 

O Lord and King, grant me the grace to be aware of my sins  and not to judge my brothers and sisters; for You are blessed  now 
and for ever and ever. Amen. (full prostration and then stand) 
 
Oh God be merciful to me a sinner  
        O God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me. 
              I have sinned without number, forgive me O Lord. 
================================================================================================== 
 

Sr. Nicodema Zemliak SSMI will have catechism lessons for children Beginners to 
grade 4..  
Time -Sunday 9:15 a.m. to 10.00a.m. Date and time is flexible. Please contact 
Sister for registration or further information.  
Also these two weeks before Palm Sunday would like to have the children come for 
preparation for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter processions 
 
Youth grade 7,8,9 meeting this Sunday March 30, 2014 1:00 p.m. at Sister’s 
Residence. 
========================================================================================= 
Annunciation of our Lord - April 7 (Mar 25th)  
The feast of the Annunciation goes back to the fourth or fifth century. Its central focus is the Incarnation: God 
has become one of us. From all eternity God had decided that the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity should 
become human. Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is being realized. The God-Man embraces all 
humanity, indeed all creation, to bring it to God in one great act of love. Because human beings have rejected 
God, Jesus will accept a life of suffering and an agonizing death: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends”  
(John 15:13).  
Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From all eternity God destined her to be the mother of Jesus 
and closely related to him in the creation and redemption of the world. We could say that God’s decrees of 
creation and redemption are joined in the decree of Incarnation. As Mary is God’s instrument in the Incarnation, 
she has a role to play with Jesus in creation and redemption. It is a God-given role. It is God’s grace from 
beginning to end. Mary becomes the eminent figure she is only by God’s grace. She is the empty space where God could act. Everything she 
is she owes to the Trinity.  
She is the virgin-mother who fulfils Isaiah 7:14 in a way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is united with her son in carrying out the 
will of God (Psalm 40:8-9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38).  
 Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is the link between heaven and earth. She is the human being who best, after 
Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of human existence. She received into her lowliness the infinite love of God. She shows how an ordinary 
human being can reflect God in the ordinary circumstances of life. She exemplifies what the Church and every member of the Church is 
meant to become. She is the ultimate product of the creative and redemptive power of God. She manifests what the Incarnation is meant to 
accomplish for all of us.  
 
Comment: Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary on a pedestal and thereby discouraging ordinary humans from imitating 
her. Perhaps such an observation is misguided. God did put Mary on a pedestal and has put all human beings on a pedestal. We have 
scarcely begun to realise the magnificence of divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely given love. The marvel of Mary—even in the midst 
of her very ordinary life—is God’s shout to us to wake up to the marvellous creatures that we all are by divine design. 
 
Quote: “Enriched from the first instant of her conception with the splendour of an entirely unique holiness, the virgin of Nazareth is hailed 
by the heralding angel, by divine command, as ‘full of grace’ (cf. Luke 1:28). To the heavenly messenger she replies: ‘Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it done to me according to thy word’ (Luke 1:38). Thus the daughter of Adam, Mary, consenting to the word of God, became 
the Mother of Jesus. Committing herself wholeheartedly and impeded by no sin to God’s saving will, she devoted herself totally, as a 
handmaid of the Lord, to the person and work of her Son, under and with him, serving the mystery of redemption, by the grace of Almighty 
God” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 56). 
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PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY IN MONTH OF APRIL  
 
Vasilena Dumitro             6/ 4/1965                                                                                          
Osyp Moskviak           12/ 4/1970                                                                                                  
Eustahij Temnyk           22/ 4/1972                                                                                                                
Jacob Antoniak                        25/ 4/1973                                                                                     
Tumotej Datsko           30/ 4/1974
                                                                                                                              
Mihajlo Kostecki             27/ 4 1979                                                                                                 
Petronelia Maslij          10/ 4/ 1980                                                                                                               
Mykola Pluvak             27/ 4/1981                                                                                                                   
Petro Ivanyk                           18/ 4/1984                                                                                                               
Anatasia Matus                         5/ 4/1985                                                                                                                          
Wolodymyr Mandyczewsky     5/ 4/1988               
Maria Potochna           18/ 4/1988                                                                                                   
Kataryna Baran             4/ 4/1989                                                                                                                                   
Motra Farysej            11/ 4/1989                                                                                                               
Maria Shylak                19/4/1989                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Wolodymyr Kuzyk                  28/ 4/1990                                                                                                           
Mihajlo Dmytruk           14/ 4/1993                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Jaroslav Matkovsky           21/ 4/1993                                                                                                                
Vasyl Petriw                              6/ 4/1993                                                                                                                                 
Josef Pasczak                           11/ 4/1995                                                                                                                      
Antonina Zelihowska               12/ 4/1995                                                                                                              
Wolodymyr Serman           28/ 4/1995                                                                                                     
Teodore Malyniak           25/ 4/1997                                                                                                               
Allan Ryan            24/ 4/2000                                                                                                                        
Ivan Hawilej                            14/ 4/2002                                                                                                
Vasyl Hohol                             30/ 4/2002                                                                                                            
Ilia Sokil               1/ 4/2003                                                                                                              
Roza Titko               4/ 4/2003                                                                                         
Anna Borchakovsky                   2/ 4/2003                                                                                                   
Bohdan Minosora .                   22/ 4/2003                                                                                   
Wolodymyr Zagwocki             24/ 4/2003                                                                                                        
Joan Caruk             28/ 4/2003                                                                                                     
Ivan Rosovsky                         20/ 4/2004                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Vladislav Sheshka            24/ 4/2004                                                                                                
Hryhorij Luzny                           7/ 4/2006                                                                                                   
Wasyl Pasko               1/ 4/2007                                                                                                   
Vasilena Kudray                       26/4/2007 
Jaroslav Shewczuk                   26/4/2009  
Pawlo Pelech                            17/4/2010  
Joe Winkler                                3/ 4/2013 
 
ETRERNAL MEMORY  VICHNAYA PAMYAT 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
If you wish to have Liturgy or Panahyda (Memorial Service) for your loved ones who have passed away 
See Fr Wolodomyr to make arrangements. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Calendar of events 
THIS Sun 6th April—CYM AGM after Holy Liturgy 11am 
 
Sun 13th April—Palm Sunday and Church Easter fete. Need donation of prizes for chocolate wheel and paskas, cakes. 
Varenyky and holubtsi (cabbage rolls will be for sale for lunch. Come and bring your friends. 
 
Thurs 17th April—Holy Thurs Liturgy celebrating the  First Eucharist 8:30am and then at 6pm—Reading of the 12 
Gospels. Come join in as part of Holy Week. 
Good Friday  18th April service at 3pm. 
Holy Sat, 19th April—and blessing of baskets—6pm 
EASTER—Velekden Sun 20th April—9.30 am and blessing of baskets. 
Sat 26th April—Blessing of graves at Karrakatta 2pm 
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LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you would like to know God      LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you would like to love God                LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX 
If you want to serve God                             LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you hope for eternal happiness                         LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX 
If you wonder how much God loves you                    LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you wonder how He tries to prevent you from the yawning gates of Hell    LOOK    
 AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you wonder how much He will help you to save your immortal soul                    
  LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you wonder how much you should forgive others                                                        
   LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you wonder how much your faith demands of you in humility, poverty, charity, 
meekness and every virtue  LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
 
                                                                                                                                          
 If you want to know what unselfishness and generosity are                                          
 LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you want to know how far your own unselfishness should bring others to Christ     
  LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you want to understand the need for self-denial and mortification                                    
   LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you want to live well                         LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX! 
If you want to die well                                  LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIX 
 



St Mary of Egypt. This kind cannot come forth by anything but by prayer and fasting. Without labor you 
can't be saved. 
                           In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
This kind cannot come forth by anything but by prayer and fasting.  So we read last week.  What is this kind that 
cannot come forth?  The demoniac boy was made by the demons to fall into fire and water, the fire being impurity 
- the lusts of the flesh, all manner of anger, meanness, murder and strife, envy, and all other such things.  And the 
water means a distraction with worldly things - avarice, desire for things, distraction.  Fire and water: this kind 
comes out not but by prayer and fasting. 
 
But today we see indeed, that this kind will come out - if prayer and fasting and labor are 
applied.  We see this because we have the example, the spectacle, before us of holy mother 
Mary of Egypt - a woman that knew whom Zosimas was from afar, who knew God's will for 
Zosimas to fulfill one last wish of hers that she would have the Mysteries the following year; a 
woman who, when she prayed, stood in the air. We can't even lift up ours eyes to heaven, and 
she was standing in the heavens when she prayed.  She walked upon water as if on dry land.  
And she called herself a miserable sinner.  
 
She struggled for many, many, many years.  If you read her life, you will learn she spent 17 
years in great, terrible struggles after she had repented.  She was about 30.  She had lived a life of total, complete 
debauchery and depravity.  Her modesty precluded her from completely fulfilling the command of Zosimas and 
she couldn't tell him everything that she did, but suffice it to say that she was a most wretched and sinful human 
being.  Everything that is possible to do to defile one's self she did.  But when she repented, she understood 
something that we would do well to understand.  Labor. 
 
Labor!  This is the key to the Christian life.  Laboring in Christ.  And the church understands this.  The church 
makes the connection between St. Mary and the sinful woman who was also a prostitute, a repentant prostitute of 
whom our Savior would later say, "The harlots and the tax-collectors are coming into heaven before you", when 
speaking to the Pharisee. 
 
He is in the home of the Pharisee and a prostitute comes in, and she begins to anoint his feet with her tears, and 
with ointment.  Why?  Because of love.Because previously she had been forgiven.  She knew this in her soul.  It 
changed her.  She lived with this reality.  And she was thankful in the depths of her being.  That's what made her 
anoint His feet - love.    This anointing, this coming to the house -- is labor!  
Without labor you can't be saved.  Without demeaning yourself and remembering what God has done for you, you 
won't be saved.  
 
St Mary of Egypt realized what God had done, and what the Mother of God had done, by praying to her Son, and 
helping her.  She spent 48 some years in the desert alone, coldness, nakedness, hunger, longing, desire that could 
not be fulfilled. She said she would even go and bite the ground and lay on the ground until these feelings would 
go away from her.  Oh, yes, she still had impure feelings, for many, many years.  But she had great love, and 
labored because of this love.  Like this woman who anointed our Lord's feet.  
 
This is the key to the Christian life.  This is why the Church presents this woman, great among women, and St. 
Mary of Egypt, great among the saints, as examples for us.  And we've been given everything they've been given.  
Read what our Savior says about "he who has little forgiven, loveth little, but he who has much forgiven loveth 
much"[3].  Then He refers to the sinful woman.  
 
We can take this two ways. 
If you have very little forgiven, then you don't have much to be thankful for.  We have little forgiven if we do not 
repent and strive to learn the commandments, and live the Christian life. 
But when you realize what's been done for you, then you realize that you have had much forgiven.  For really 
everyone, everyone -- has had much forgiven them.  And so he should love much.  He should turn to His Savior.  
 
But a man who doesn't turn to our Savior is not a Christian whether he calls himself a Christian or not. I don't care 
about all the "trappings" - I don’t care how many songs you know - I don’t care about any of that. It's all part and 
parcel of the life of the church.  It's critical for our salvation - but the knowledge of things doesn't save.  Action 
based on knowledge - that's what saves.   
 
 



So when a man knows what Christ has done for him, he loves much.  When a man doesn't 
care, when he's all filled up with pride, or filled up with the life that he's living, or filled up 
with lust or avarice or whatever else, then how can he love?  He has no room in his heart to 
love.  He's already chosen the object of his love.  And he will have his reward, right here, 
such as it is.  And even the richest man is a pauper, compared to the lowest in the kingdom 
of heaven.  
 
This woman and St. Mary sealed their repentance by action, by activity.  We just read a 
couple nights ago the great canon, and St. Andrew compares Leah and Rachel to activity 
and contemplation.  He said without these two you cannot be saved.  This woman who 
anointed our Lord's feet, she contemplated what our lord had done for her; He had forgiven 
her.  Perhaps she was the one who had been caught in adultery and was about to be stoned.  Perhaps she was just 
another nameless, faceless prostitute that saw Divinity and cleaved to it and changed.  And when she contemplated 
what He had done her heart was filled, and this is what caused the activity, action, desire, longing to be with her 
Savior, to caress him, to kiss his feet, to be close to Him, to be in His presence.  
 
Do we have this longing?  If we don't then we should fear greatly for our souls.  The church presents us 
extravagance here, extravagant repentance, and without it we can't be saved.  Without it we cannot be saved.  Not 
partial repentance.  If you have something that ails you, then you must lament it, you must pound your breast about 
it.  You must prostrate with tears over it.  You must do whatever you have to do, labor in order to eradicate it, and 
in the process of doing that, at the same time, you must renew yourself with Who God is.  
 
St. Mary of Egypt knew.  This was a woman who could neither read nor write.  This was a woman who, the only 
time she had darkened the door of the church was at her baptism, save two other times, when she saw the holy 
cross, and received the holy mysteries at the monastery of the Forerunner before she went into the desert.  And in 
the end of her days, she knew the entire scripture by heart, and she lived the entire scripture by heart.  The church 
speaks of her as an angel.  She had so transcended the flesh that she previously had lived with in such a base way.  
None of us probably can claim to have been as sinful as she was.  That's the truth.  But none of us can claim to 
have one tiny grain or repentance compared to her.  
 
The Christian life is simple.  If you know that which you've been forgiven of, you should love much, but the only 
way to know is to open your eyes and to pray with your heart.  God will fill you.  He will show you.  You will be 
overwhelmed by it.  You won’t want anything but … Christ.  The key to the Christian life is …  contemplating 
what God has done for you, and acting upon it.  
 
These women are the examples we have before us today.  But what does the world tell us?  It tells us all manner of 
garbage. Probably all of us have had this secular saying said to us, when one or the other of our parents or an uncle 
or aunt, said, "I don't care what the other kids do.  You don’t do it that way."  The world tells you so many things, 
and the church says, "I don't care what the world tells you.  God your Savior tells you to do something else."  
 
In fact, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said this to His apostles, didn't he, when they had been jousting about who 
would be greatest?  They had forgotten Who He was.  He tells them a very important saying:  "He who will be 
greatest must be the servant."  But before then what did He say?  He described the way the world is, how the 
greatest, the chiefest among people are the ones who grind people in the mud, and lord things over people, and the 
boastful pride of life in the extravagance of power and authority.  And then He said that it "shall not be so among 
you."[9]  Instead, the church gives us the example of the sinful woman, formerly sinful woman - two formally 
sinful women, the unnamed woman who is great among the saints, and Mary, who is great among the saints.  
 
Don't listen to the world.  Listen to what the church says.  Be renewed. AMEN. Fr Iraneaus OSBM 
================================================================================ 
Words of Wisdom 
 
In the gentle hands of time, may tears of grief be woven into colours of hope. 
 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold me fast.                               The book of Psalms 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 8 

6th April, 2014 
 

9:30 am 
 

11am 
  

Holy Liturgy 
Molebyn to Mary 

 

5th  Sun of Lent— St Mary of Egypt 
CYM AGM 

Mon 
7th April, 2014 

 
8:30am  Holy Liturgy Annunciation 

Tues 8thApril, 2014 
8:30am 

 
 Holy Liturgy   

 
Synaxis Angel Gabriel 

Wed 9th April, 2014 6:30 pm  
Presanctified Gifts and Panahyda for departed in our 

families. 

Thurs 10th April, 2014 8:30am Holy Liturgy   

Fri 11th April, 2014 6:30 pm  
Presanctified Gifts and Panahyda for departed in our 

families. 

Sat 12th April, 2014 
6pm 
7pm 

Vespers  
Holy Liturgy 

Lazarus Sat and Praying for our YOUTH in English 

Sun 

Tone 1 
13th April, 2014 9:30 am  

11am 
Holy Liturgy  

FETE PALM SUNDAY 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
 
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of installing the lift. 
Please see anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—Mrs M Stasiw $10 for 
flowers for Tomb of Jesus.  
Mrs N Slusarczyk $50 for flowers 
If you would like to donate for flowers for 
Good Fri, see Luba  
 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus bless 
you also. 
================================ 

HOUSE BLESSINGS  . 
 If you want Fr Wolodymyr to come on a 

certain day, please make an appt with him. 
———————— 

CYM AGM  
church hall 11am 

SUN 6th April, 2014 
After Holy Liturgy  

 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Sat 29 Mar—Iryna Grynychyn thank you 
Fri 4th April -Nataliya Liakishev  
 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —Chidlow St— 
 Next one is possibly Easter 20th April 4pm. Still to be decided 
======================================== 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
——————————————————— 
 This year we celebrate Easter same time as Roman Catholics 
on 20th April  
 
Holy Confession/Reconciliation during Lent is available... 
During week before or after Presanctified Gifts Wed or Fri, before 
Holy Liturgy on Sun from 8:30 to 9:15 or ring Fr Wolodymyr and 
make an appt. He can also come to your home. 
================================================ 
Easter envelopes donations and upkeep fund for 2014 
will be out next week. 


