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23rd –30th Mar- 2014 

PLEASE NOTE Holy Liturgy on Sundays is still starting at 9am due to summer heat. This will be till end of 
month of March. 
 
Epistle Hebrews 4:14-5:6 For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.  
4:13 There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. 4:14 Having then a great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold tightly to our confession. 4:15 For we don’t have a high priest who can’t be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin. 4:16 Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of need.  5:1 For every high priest, being 
taken from among men, is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
5:2 The high priest can deal gently with those who are ignorant and going astray, because he himself is also surrounded with 
weakness. 5:3 Because of this, he must offer sacrifices for sins for the people, as well as for himself. 5:4 Nobody takes this 
honour on himself, but he is called by God, just like Aaron was. 5:5 So also Christ didn’t glorify Himself to be made a high 
priest, but it was He who said to Him,  “You are my Son. Today I have become your father.” 5:6 As he says also in another 
place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”  
Gospel Mark 8:34-9:1  8:34 He called the multitude to himself with his disciples, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 8:35 For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it; and whoever will lose his life for my sake and the sake of the Good News will save it. 8:36 For 
what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? 8:37 For what will a man give in exchange 
for his life? 8:38 For whoever will be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 
Son of Man also will be ashamed of him, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”        9:1 
He said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, there are some standing here who will in no way taste death until they 
see the Kingdom of God come with power.”  
 
Reflection of the Week 
The Third Sunday of Lent is that of the Veneration of the Cross, This is the mid point of Great Lent. Christ tells 

us that “He who does not take up his cross and follows me is not worthy of me,” (Matthew 10:38). In 
the Cross of Christ Crucified, lies both “the power of God and the Wisdom of God” for those being 
saved, (I Corinthians 1:2 4). 
 
Many people in today's society, feel that going to church and praying with their community of 
believers is no longer of any relevance to their lives. They have their own spirituality, and they seem to 

be looking for an indefinable something. A generation or two ago, community was found in one's place of worship. 
For various reasons, this is no longer the case. Of course, along with this, many people have lost Jesus. This 
becomes unimportant. In these days of Lent, give some thought to the question, "am I happy with the way I am 
living my life?"                                                Rt Rev Olexander Kenez 
 
 
THEMES OF THE SUNDAY  
1. Joy and gladness in the crucified Christ and his saving cross. 
2. The cross is presented to us for refreshment and support. 
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This is a weekly Parish newsletter for all to read, to inform you of what is happening in our Parish and 

share with you some interesting readings.  Please feel free to share it around! 

This Week’s Readings Epistle: Heb 4:14-5:6 Gospel: Marh 8:34-9:1 3rd Sunday of Lent    Tone 6 



3. At mid-lent we look ahead to our goal: the glory of the cross  which leads to the resurrection, to Pascha. 
   MID-LENT: THE HOLY CROSS 
The entire Christian mystery is found in this total reversal of values: 
• the defeat on the cross becomes the victory over death 
• the humiliation of the crucified Christ becomes the glory of God 
• .  the man who is condemned to death and crowned with thorns is consecrated King of the universe 
• .  his throne, the footstool under his feet, is the cross which destroys the demon 
• .  the instrument of death becomes source of life 
• “a scandal for the Jews, folly for the Greeks who seek wisdom,” exclaims St. Paul (Ps. 98:5) 
 
WHY FLOWERS on the cross? 
Christ’s death will bring us new life making us the aroma of Christ to God. Flowers are a vision of 
the resurrection.   
Death and resurrection are always together.  By death He conquered death and gave 
 us life. 
Flowers remind us that: 
human life began in the garden . Jesus suffered in the garden . Jesus was buried in the garden. Mary 
sees the risen Lord in the garden 
Rev. 2:7 says that paradise will be in a new garden through sin we have cut ourselves away from the 
garden of life, and through death and resurrection  Jesus is restoring the garden to us (Rev. 22:2 
——————————————————————————————————————————————-- 
 The Prayer of St Ephrem for Lent 
O Lord and Master of my life, give me not the spirit of indifference, and discouragement, lust for power and 
idle chatter (full prostration and then stand) 
Instead grant to me Your servant, the spirit of wholeness of being, humble mindedness, patience and love  
(full prostration and then stand) 
O Lord and King, grant me the grace to be aware of my sins  and not to judge my brothers and sisters; for 
You are blessed  now and for ever and ever. Amen. (full prostration and then stand) 
 
Oh God be merciful to me a sinner  
O God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me. 
I have sinned without number, forgive me O Lord. 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, HAVE MERC Y ON ME, A SINNER 
================================================================================================= 

Amazing God-Amazing Love 
 
When you were a child , I loved you 
And I called you… 
But the more I called you, the further you went from me; 
I took you up into my arms; 
But you did not know that I was healing you…. 
I led you with reins of kindness with leading strings of love 
I was like someone who lifts an infant close against my cheek 
stooping down to give you food….Adapted from Hosea 11: 1-6 
 
       There are many amazing passages in the Bible like this one in the prophet Hosea. Even 
though throughout human history, people found it hard to be faithful, God never stopped loving them. Jesus is the final 
story of God’s eternal love.      
                 
Jesus’ love is total care and compassion. The poor, the needy, the ordinary folk flocked to Him, admired Him, and 
believed Him. But there were those who did not respond to his love. How did Jesus respond to them? Did Jesus reject 
them? No, Jesus did not reject them. The amazing thing is that Jesus, challenged them, and continued loving them. All 
they had to do was to receive His unconditional love. Even in his dark moments, like in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus 
continued to love.  
                   
When Jesus was betrayed, arrested, he continued to love. When Peter denied him,  Jesus continued to love. When Jesus 
was mocked, beaten, terribly mistreated, he continued to love. Unimaginably, bruised, beaten, Jesus continued to love. 
When Jesus was sentenced to death on a cross, he continued to love. When he carried his heavy cross, he continued to 
love.  
                   
The horrible crucifixion - nails into the feet that trod many distances to heal the sick, nails into the hands that 
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raised so many from the sick bed, and he still loved.  On the cross, when he  heard the taunts 
and ridicule of some, Jesus continued to love. Near his cross, were two thieves and Jesus loved 
them both, even though one still had to surrender to his love. 
 
What unspeakable suffering! Yet Jesus continues loving everyone, everywhere, for all ages. In 
his darkest moment, surrendering his last breath into the hands of the Father he cried, Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit, (Lk 23:46) thus completing his journey of love on earth. 
 
Now it is up to me to hear God’s love and receive it …. and be led by strings of kindness…. 
 
                                                                                       Sr Maria Moravski SSMI’S (from 2010) 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Three abducted priests in Crimea returned safely 
KYIV, UKRAINE, March 16 (CNA/EWTN News) .- Three pr iests of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church who were 
kidnapped in Crimea over the weekend have reportedly been returned and are safe. 
 
“We have just spoken with Fr. Nicholas Kvych, pastor of the UGCC in Sevastopol. With the help of his parishioners he 
was able to leave Crimea, and he is now on mainland Ukraine,” the information service of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church said in a statement released late in the day, March 16, according to Radio Svoboda. 
Fr. Kvych had been kidnapped this weekend by pro-Russian forces, as had Fr. Bohdan Kosteskiy, from Yevpatoria, and 
Fr. Ihor Gabryliv, from Yalta. Fr. Kvych, a navy ch aplain, had been abducted twice: initially on March 15, he was 
released once, briefly, before being detained again. 
 
After his escape to mainland Ukraine, Fr. Kvych telephoned Fr. Ihor Yatsiv, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church's information service, telling him that Fr. Kosteskiy and Fr. Gabryliv were also safe, without being able to 
discuss their location. 
Priests in Crimea of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has received numerous oral and written threats in recent 
weeks, as military tensions have escalated on the peninsula; several were warned to leave Crimea, yet have remained 
with their flock. 
Our priests and bishops have been very close to the people,” said Bishop Borys Gudziak of the Ukrainian Eparchy of St. 
Vladimir-Le-Grand of Parish, according to Vatican Radio. “We’ve been inspired by the example of Our Lord (who) 
went a long distance from fellowship with the Father to incarnate himself and be in our reality.” 
 
The Church's priests in Crimea have been inspired by Pope Francis, “who said a pastor needs to have the smell of his 
sheep. And our pastors have been with the people, and they’re today with the people enduring this occupation in the 
Crimea,” Bishop Gudziak noted. 
“Every abduction is a terrible event for everybody involved,” the bishop stated, emphasizing that “it’s a gross violation 
of human rights and God-given human dignity.” 
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has been expanding in Crimea recently. A new exarchate was established for the 
peninsula Feb. 13, after the Archiepiscopal Exarchate of Odesa-Krym was split in two. The Crimean exarchate is based 
in the territory's capital, Simferopol. 
 
Crimea is a southern peninsula of Ukraine where nearly 60 percent of the population are ethnic Russians, and more 
than 50 percent of the population speak Russian as their first language. The territory was transferred from Russia to 
Ukraine in 1954 under the Soviet Union. 
A referendum was held in the territory March 16 regarding union with Russia. Local officials report that with half the 
votes counted, 95.5 percent favour joining Russia. 
The referendum was condemned as illegal by Western nations and the government in Kyiv, but is supported by 
Moscow. 
The vote was boycotted by Tatars, the indigenous ethnic group of Crimea who make up roughly 12 percent of the 
population. Many Tatars were deported to Central Asia under the Soviet Union, and many want to remain Ukrainian 
rather than becoming Russian. 
Despite condemnation from authorities in Kyiv, Russia's foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, said Friday that Moscow 
would “respect the will of the people of Crimea.” 
 
Current tensions in Crimea follow four months of protests in Ukraine which culminated in its 
president fleeing the country for Russia Feb. 21. Two days later, parliament appointed Oleksander 
Turchynov acting president. 
Beginning Feb. 27, pro-Russian forces began taking control of Crimea, including its airports, 
parliament, and telecommunications and television centers. 
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Pope assures Ukrainian people of his solidarity, prayers 
VATICAN CITY, March 18 (CNA/EWTN News) .- In a Marc h 17 meeting with the 
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Pope Francis expressed the Holy 
See’s commitment to building peace amid the country’s political crisis. 
 
Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halyc traveled to Rome for a private 
encounter with Vatican officials to discuss the political unrest in the country and 
Crimeans’ vote to join Russia. 
 
Crimea, a southern peninsula of Ukraine, has been occupied by pro-Russian forces since Feb. 27. A majority of the population 
is ethnic Russian, and in a referendum held Sunday, 97 percent of voters backed splitting from Ukraine to join Russia. 
On Tuesday, Russian president Vladimir Putin and Crimean leaders signed a treaty to absorb the peninsula into Russia. Shortly 
thereafter, one Ukrainian military officer was killed and another was wounded in an attack on a base in the Crimean capital 
Simferopol. 
In a statement released by the information department of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, it was noted that Pope Francis 
is following the events unfolding in Ukraine “with great attention.” 
“The Holy Father expressed words of solidarity to the Ukrainian people for the suffering and the dangers that is now before 
them.” 
He has assured the Ukrainian people that the Holy See “will do everything possible for peace in Eastern Europe, especially to 
avoid any escalation of the conflict,” the statement reports. 
 
Meeting with Pope Francis yesterday morning, Archbishop Shevchuk also spoke with Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin 
later that afternoon, recounting the events which have taken place over the last three months. 
During the discussion Archbishop Shevchuk highlighted that “the mission of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church has always 
been to be with the people and among the people,” which is “why the priests were in Maidan Square with the people” during 
the deadly protests which took place from November through February. 
Also discussed in Archbishop Shevchuk’s meeting with the Pope was the role of the Council of Churches and religious 
organizations throughout Ukraine in the building of peace in the country. 
Recalling the persecution of the Church during the Soviet era, the archbishop relayed to the Pope that at the time “the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church was able to survive only thanks to unity with the Successor of Peter.” 
 
Pope Francis assured the archbishop that “the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church will never be lacking the protection of the 
Holy See,” and concluded the meeting by imparting his apostolic blessing to all the Ukrainian people. 
Protests in the capital Kyiv began in November, when the government announced it would not sign a major economic 
partnership agreement with the European Union, in favor of a $15 billion bailout agreement with Russia. The protests 
culminated in the death of more than 70 persons in February, and the flight of the country’s pro-Russia president. 
 
On Feb. 23, pro-Western Oleksander Turchynov was appointed acting president by parliament. Subsequently, pro-Russian 
forces effectively took control of Crimea, which had been transferred from Russia to Ukraine in 1954 under the Soviet Union. 
Kyiv and Western governments have refused to acknowledge as legal Crimea’s union with Russia, placing travel bans and asset 
freezes on some Russian government officials. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
A Greeting Letter to Pope Francis on the occasion of the First Anniversary of His Pontificate 
Monday, 17 March 2014 
Holy Father, March 13th of this year marks the first anniversary of Your Pontificate. All of God’s people with great joy recall 
that day when an Archbishop from Buenos Aires -- almost from the “end of the world” -- was called upon by God to fulfill the 
service of Apostle Peter.  
“Today, Christ’s Church wants to thank the Lord for the richness of Divine Grace, granted to the faithful through You. Your 
Holiness, we are deeply grateful to You for Your fatherly care and incessant service Ad majorem Dei gloriam (for the glory of 
the greatness of God) and the blessing of Christ’s Church. 
Personally I would like to thank Your Holiness for such significant support for the Ukrainian people in the last few dramatic 
months. Your prayers and appeals to the international community to demonstrate their solidarity with the Ukrainian people 
strengthened our hearts with a hope that God is next to us during the trials, and talks to us though the Bishop of Rome. 
On behalf of myself, the Synod of Bishops, the clergy, the monastic orders, 
and all faithful of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
I want to wish Your Holiness our best wishes. 
In unison we sing: «Ad multos annos», Holy Father!” 
 
With a son’s allegiance, 
+Sviatoslav 
Kyiv- Halych Major Archbishop 
 
 
 



Calendar of events 
Sun 30th Mar—Taras Shevchenko concert—see below 
 
Sun 6th April—CYM AGM after Holy Liturgy 11am 
Sun 13th April—Palm Sunday and Church Easter fete. 
 
Thurs 17th April—Holy Thurs Liturgy celebrating the First Eucharist 8:30am and then at 6pm—Reading of the 12 
Gospels. Come join in as part of Holy Week. 
Good Friday  18th April service at 3pm. 
Holy Sat, 19th April—and blessing of baskets—6pm 
EASTER—Velekden Sun 20th April—9.30 am and blessing of baskets. 
Sat 26th April—Blessing of graves at Karrakatta 2pm 

========================================================================= 

Taras Shevchenko 200th Anniversary Concert 
 

Taras Shevchenko was Ukraine's original Freedom Fighter.  
The best efforts of the Imperial Russian Czarist Government failed to 
silence Taras Shevchenko 
Keep Taras Shevchenko's protest going by honoring his memory and 
continue his work with a huge showing at his 200th Anniversary Concert on 
Sunday March 30th commencing at 11am 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Hall  
18 Ferguson Street Maylands 
Entry $10 adults  
$5- Students  
Children up to 12 years free  
All funds will go to "Maidan Appeal" in Ukraine 
 
Follow Ukrainians in Perth - Western Australia on Facebook sign and send 
letters (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ukrainians-in-Perth-Western-
Australia/133188643415548) supporting Ukraine's Democracy, 
Independence and Territorial Integrity. 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 6 

23rd Mar, 2014 
 

9:00 am 
 
  

Holy Liturgy 
 3rd Sun of Lent and Adoration of the Cross 

Mon 
24th Mar, 2014 

 
 No Holy Liturgy  

Tues 25th Mar, 2014 
8:30am 

 
 Holy Liturgy   

 
 

Wed 26th Mar, 2014 6:30 pm  
Presanctified Gifts and Panahyda for departed in our 

families. 

Thurs 27th Mar, 2014 8:30am Holy Liturgy   

Fri 28th Mar, 2014 6:30 pm  
Presanctified Gifts and Panahyda for departed in our 

families. 

Sat 29th Mar, 2014 
6pm 
7pm 

Vespers  
Holy Liturgy 

Praying for our YOUTH in English 

Sun 

Tone 7 
30th Mar, 2014 9:00 am  

 
Holy Liturgy  

 4th Sun of Lent  

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund has 
being organised for our Church renovations. This is 
separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the Par-
ish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
 
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  people 
to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are looking 
for donations to help cover costs of installing the lift. 
Please see anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations— Thank you for your 
kindness. May Jesus bless you also. 
================================ 

HOUSE BLESSINGS  . 
 If you want Fr Wolodymyr to come on a 

certain day, please make an appt with him. 
———————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Need volunteers to help mow the lawns and do some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Fri 14th Mar—Nataliya thank you 
Sat 22nd Mar—Iryna  
 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —Chidlow St— 
 Next one is possibly Easter 20th April 4pm. Still to be decided 
======================================== 
UKRAINIAN CALENDARS FOR 2014—Cost  discount $10.00. 
See Luba or Fr Wolodymyr or Sr Nicodema 
——————————————————————————— 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time.  
——————————————————— 
 This year we celebrate Easter same time as Roman Catholics 
on 20th April  
 
Holy Confession/Reconciliation during Lent is available... 
During week before or after Presanctified Gifts Wed or Fri, before 
Holy Liturgy on Sun from 8:30 to 9:15 or ring Fr Wolodymyr and 
make an appt. He can also come to your home. 


