
Parish of St. John the Baptist - Perth 

PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 

 19th –26th Jan 2014 

PLEASE NOTE Holy Liturgy on Sundays will now be starting at 9am due to summer heat. This will be till 
end of month of March. 
 
Epistle Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 11 You see, God's grace has been revealed to save the whole human race; 
12 it has taught us that we should give up everything contrary to true religion and all our worldly passions; we must be self-
restrained and live upright and religious lives in this present world, 
13 waiting in hope for the blessing which will come with the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus. 
14 He offered himself for us in order to ransom us from all our faults and to purify a people to be his very own and eager to do 
good. 
3:4 But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour for humanity were revealed, 
5 it was not because of any upright actions we had done ourselves; it was for no reason except his own faithful love that he 
saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit 
6 which he has so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
7 so that, justified by his grace, we should become heirs in hope of eternal life 
 
Gospel Matt 3:13-17 13 Then Jesus appeared: he came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised 
by John. 
14 John tried to dissuade Him, with the words, 'It is I who need baptism from you, and yet you 
come to me!' 
15 But Jesus replied, 'Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then 
he consented 16 And when Jesus had been baptised, He at once came up from the water, and 
suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
down on Him.17 And suddenly there was a voice from heaven, 'This is my Son, the Beloved; my 
favour rests on Him.' 
================================================================================== 
At Theophany (19th (6th)Jan), the priest blesses the homes of the faithful in his parish with the Holy and Life-Giving Water. 
This Holy water is from the service called the "Great Blessing of Waters" which is performed at the end of the Divine Liturgy 
on Theophany. This Holy water is called, "Jordan water," because it was in the water of the Jordan river that our Lord was 
Baptised, we call this Holy water, "Vodica."Typically the priest starts the "Blessing of the Home" in the room where the 
family Icon corner is situated. After the priest prays, he then processes round each room of the house sprinkling the Holy 
Water while singing the Tropar of the Theophany along with the family. 
The Theophany of the Lord or the Baptism of the Lord in the Jordan is one of the great Feasts of the Church and it is 
celebrated on January the 19th. In this icon we see Christ standing in the waters which surround his body as if submerge and 
the rocks forming a sort of cave. This shape pre-figures His burial. 
St. John the Forerunner is baptising Christ and holds his left hand in a position of prayer. On the right side, three Archangels 
are attending Christ. In the waters, we see faint allegorical images of "old River Jordan" represented as an old man and of the 
sea as a mermaid.                  Right Rev Olexander Kenez   
THE BLESSING OF WATER 
During the Ektenia of Peace, special intentions are inserted.  In these petitions we implore God to sanctify these waters by the 
“descent of the Holy Spirit” in order that they may bring to us the “Blessing of the Jordan”, defend us against the snares of the 
devil, heal our spiritual and physical weaknesses, sanctify our homes, and fill us with the graces of the Holy Spirit.  The 
Ektenia ends with the long prayer of the consecration of the water, now ascribed to St. Sophronius.  This prayer is a long 
poem in praise of the mysteries of the Theophany and the regeneration of all creation through Jesus Christ. 
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This is a weekly Parish newsletter for all to read, to inform you of what is happening in our Parish and 

share with you some interesting readings.  Please feel free to share it around! 

This Week’s Readings 
Epistle: 

Titus2:11-14: 

3:4-7 

Gospel: Matt 3:13-17 THEOPHANY Tone 5 



During this prayer, when the priest comes to the words: “Great are You, O Lord, and wonderful are Your works, and our words 
are insufficient to praise Your wonders,” he blesses the water with the burning triple candles by dipping it into the water while 
saying the words.  This he does three times.  This is done in commemoration of Our Lord’s baptism. 
     Continuing the prayer, the priest repeats the words: “Therefore You, O loving King, come to us also now through the 
descent of the Holy Spirit and sanctify this water,” three times, each time breathing over the water from the contamination and 
influence of evil powers. 
     Then the priest, continuing the prayer, makes the sign of the cross in the water three times with his hand, each time repeating 
the words: “therefore, also now, O Master, sanctify this water by Your Holy Spirit.”  This liturgical gesture symbolizes the 
blessing of the Jordan as though Jesus Christ Himself comes and touches the waters in order that to all who are sprinkled with 
it, drink of it or wash with it may be sanctified, healed, cleansed and blessed. 
Finally, the priest immerses the holy Cross into the water three times and each time the Tropar of the Feast is sung.  This final 
part of the ceremony symbolizes the manifestation of the Holy Trinity as Jesus Christ stepped out of the water, described in a 
poetic way by the Tropar. 
      Baptism is a sign of death and resurrection.  As death came into the world by sin, so in baptism we are cleansed from sin 
and freed from the bonds of death.  In baptism we die and are resurrected in Christ, beginning the life of grace, receiving the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, being released from the power of death through communion in the body and blood of Christ.  We are 
reborn. 
     We are made in the image of God and baptism regenerates this image.  We wish to be like Christ, to whom we turn.  We 
share in the royal priesthood of Christ.  The foundation of our salvation is here in baptism.  The seed of the Kingdom of God is 
sown, to be watered by the tears of repentance. 
========================================================================================== 
THEOPHANYOF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Troparion, (Tone 1): At Your baptism in the Jordan, O Lord, worship of the Trinity was revealed, for the 
Father’s voice bore witness to You, calling You His beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove 
confirmed the truth of these words. O Christ God, Who appeared and enlightened the world, glory be to You! 
 
Kontakion (Tone 4): You have revealed Yourself to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has shined upon 
us. We recognize You and exclaim to You: You have come and revealed Yourself, O inaccessible Light! 

================================================================================== 
Words of Wisdom 
Heavenly Father, I realise that the people You have placed around me and in my life are human beings made in Your image and 
worthy of my respect. Help me to always treat other people with gentleness and humility, loving them in the same way that 
You do. Amen  
Lord, help me to have a kind attitude toward everyone - even people I don't understand or agree with. Help me to view Your 
Word like it's as sweet as honey and to make my own words sweet to the world around me. Amen  
Heavenly Father, I want to be the kind of person who has a welcoming heart toward other people. Whether I have little or 
much, help me to be willing to share it with those whom You bring across my path. I want all who enter my home to 
experience Your peace, love, and joy as we fellowship and break bread together. Thank You for Your example of hospitality 
and for welcoming me into Your family. Amen.  
——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
DAILY THOUGHT God blesses us every day with things we don't necessarily ask for, things we might take for granted: a 
place to live, fresh air, the beauty of nature, friends and family. But for some blessings, He chooses to make us part of the 
process by encouraging us to ask for what we need and want. And the truth is that we experience life and blessings more fully 
when we look to God for all our wants and needs, either through expressing gratitude or petitioning Him for our needs.  
 
If you're hurting for something today, ask God for it. And if you're not, thank Him for what you have. You'll find your life more 
richly blessed - even if only from an improved attitude. Best yet, your whole being will be permeated with an awareness of 
God's presence and goodness.  
Lord, thank You for blessing me. Help me open my heart and needs to You today. Amen. 
========================================================================================== 
With all the problems the World is facing, it can be unsettling to the mind. Today, I will share with you ten predictions 
that are true!     Top 10 Predictions for 2014 
1. The Bible will still have all the answers. 2. Prayer will still be the most powerful thing on Earth..  
3. The Holy Spirit will still move. 4. God will still honour the praises of His people.  
5. There will still be God-anointed preaching. 6. There will still be singing of praise to God.  
7. God will still pour out blessings upon His people. 8. There will still be room at the Cross.  
9. Jesus will still love you. 10. Jesus will still save the lost when they come to Him. 
Isn't it great to remember who is really in control, and that; 
The Lord is my light and my salvation-whom shall I fear? Psalms 27:1 
 
I hope you found this encouraging! I sure did, sometimes we need the reminder of just "WHO" is 
really in control.  
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Perth Parishioners who have passed away in the month of Jan 
 
Hryhorij Senuta                        25/ 1/1970 
Kyrylo Panchuk                        31/ 1/1970 
Ostap Warchomij                       9/ 1/1971 
Antin Bezdenko                        22/ 1/1971 
Ivan Baraniuk                          21/ 1/1972 
Petro Gigchuk                          22/ 1/1972 
Anna Vas                                  22/ 1/1974 
Petro Wozdiansky                      6/ 1/1976  
Stefan Marko                            29/1/1974  
Hryhorij Lomaha                    29/ 1/1980  
Andrij Pankiw                         28/ 1/1981  
Maria Zbyrko                            7/ 1/1986  
Pantalemon Kuzina                 23/ 1/1986 
Taras Sawka                              4/ 1/1988 
Stefan Vaseleshyn                   15/ 1/1988 
Andrij Andrijczuk                  17/ 1/1988 
Vasyl Huk                                27/ 1/1988 
Petro Okis                                14/ 1/1991 
Stefan Stelmach                      17/ 1/1996  
Hryhorij Demczuk                    3/ 1/1997    
Pavlo Kril                                25/ 1/1998 
Stefan Chomiak                        8/ 1/2000 
Myroslava Fitiak                    31/ 1/2000  
Maria Schebetiuk                   24/ 1/2001 
Olexander Zacharko               4/ 1/2002 
Tekla Zacharko                       9/ 1/2002 
Hryhorij Baran                      22/ 1/2002 
Petro Dobransky                    27/ 1/2002 
Evhenia Medwid                     3 / 1/2003 
Ivan Lehkij                             16/ 1/2004 
Ivan Scwed                              17/ 1/2007  
Sr Pat Berry                             2/ 1/2008 
Ivan Zbyrko                            10/1/2008 
Ivan Cyran                             12/ 1/2008 
Maria Malanczak                   29/1/2008 
Maria Hawrylak                       7/1/2011 
Roman Sitko                             7/1/2011  
Anna Zagwocki                        9/1/2011 
Emilia Kaszczyszyn               16/1/2011  
Helen Rudkowsky                    4/1/2013 
Stefania Karpewycz               24/1/2013 
 
  Vichnaya Pamyat—Eternal Memory 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Burning Heart  
 
Lord, Jesus Christ, we praise you and adore you. Like 
Francis, we are amazed that you held nothing back 
from us in pouring yourself out for us so totally 
through your holy wounds on the cross. We ask you 
to breathe forth your Holy Spirit into us and set our 
hearts on fire, so that, with the Spirit's help, we might 
respond more fully to you. Amen. 
 
— from Friar Jack's Favorite Prayers 
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Recently our Church began a program of pastoral 
renewal called: “The Vibrant Parish – a Place to 
Encounter the Living Christ”.  
This program should involve not only our parish 
communities, but every home and each person who 
lives in the spirit of God. 
That is why we call upon you to: 
1. Deepen your understanding of the faith – may 
your home be a place where religious literature is 
read, especially the Sacred Scripture and the 
Catechism of the UGCC, and a place where 
questions regarding our Christian faith are openly 
discussed. 
2. Pray together a family, which prays together in 
the Holy Spirit, continually draws strength from 
the living presence of Jesus Christ and grows in 
love toward our Heavenly Father, in a spirit of 
peace and harmony. 
3. Help others in need – let your family be an icon 
of God’s goodness and love in the world, so that 
through your good works others may come to 
know your Father, who is in heaven. Works of 
mercy in the world are our living sermon and a 
living witness to Christ’s action in our lives. 
As a Church let us all grow together in knowing 
God, in common prayer, and in love of neighbor. 
May this Jordan blessing give you greater strength 
to fulfill your calling to lead good, honest and God-
pleasing lives in the family community of the 
children of God. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God the Father, and the communion of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all! 
 
 
                                    +Sviatoslav 

Reflection of the week 
                    Because the UGCC is ministering the people         
  of Ukraine in their search for social justice, 
  a corrupt government is trying to send the 
  church back into the underground and 
make it an illegal organisation just like in the communist 
times.    http://news.ugcc.org.ua/en/news/
_preaching_of_peace_is_especially_needed_where_a_thr
eat_to_peace_is_possible__the_head_of_ugcc_reply_to_t
he_threats_of_authorities_to_deprive_religious_organiza
tions_ugcc_of_the_legal_status_68849.html (see next 
page for the write up) 



"Preaching of Peace is especially needed where a threat to peace is possible" - the Head of UGCC 
Monday, 13 January 2014, 14:04 

People in the square turned to the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and other  
churches asking to be with them and pray together. Indeed, at a time when the  
lack of dialogue between the government and the citizens who believe in God  
feel a special need to strengthen the prayer for peace and tranquility in our  
country, the cessation of violence and trampling the dignity and the constitutional rights of the 
citizens of Ukraine  
 
This was stated by His Beatitude Svyatoslav ( Shevchuk), Father and Head of the UGCC, 
during a press conference at the " Ukrainian News " 13 January 2014. 
In this case, the hierarch said that such behavior of priests is an embodiment of ideas 
expressed by Pope Francis in his last year's message, " The Joy of the Gospel " that pastors 
need to be with people, because "a pastor should have the smell of his sheep ." 
During the press conference the declaration of the head of the UGCC on the letter of the 
Ministry of Culture of Ukraine on the grounds for termination of Religious Organizations 
Church was made public. 
His Beatitude Svyatoslav said that for the first time since the independence of Ukraine the 
threat " on the termination of the respective religious organizations" was voiced. This is stated 
in an official letter to the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine from 03.01.2014 (№ 1/3/13-14) 
signed by First Deputy Minister Timofiy Kokhan (see attached) . 
The reason for such a reaction of the government is a religious activity , which is allegedly 
executed by " the representatives , in particular of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, on 
Independence Square in Kyiv during December of last year and in the new – 2014, to violate 
the law of Ukraine on freedom of conscience and religious organization". 
The Head of UGCC said that the Church is not a member of the political process , but it can 
not stand by when its faithful ask for spiritual care . To be with his faithful is the priest duty , 
which is connected with the very mission of the Church . 
"Our church has always been true to this mission that Christ entrusted to our Church and will 
remain so for the future and despite any threats ," - stressed the Head. 
Speaking of the official position of the UGCC on the actual socio-political situation, His 
Beatitude Svyatoslav said that it is described in a number of applications , both on behalf of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, andcommon with the members of AUCCRO. 
In response to the official letter from the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine, the His Beatitude 
Svyatoslav said that the Church is not taking part in political events, but it "can not stay away 
when faithful ask for spiritual care," which includes presence at the Square . 
"Our Church has always been true and will remain so to the mission that Christ the Savior 
entrusted to the church, despite all the threats. We thought that the time of repression has 
passed, but letters like this leave room for doubt. We are not ashamed of our presence on the 
Maidan and will remain there "- said the head of the UGCC . We currently do not known if 
such letters were received by other churches or religious 
organizations. 
The last time UGCC "was removed from the (state) registrar" (of 
religious organizations) was in March 1946, during Stalin's 
purges. For 40 years UGCC worked from exile and illegally in 
the Soviet Union. 
 
UGCC Department of Information 



Daily reading of the Bible Posted by: Fr Andriy in Catechetical Commission, GeneralJanuary 15, 2014020 Views 
The Holy Scripture is the Word of God, which is addressed to each person and that is why It is actual at every time and every place. 
The Holy Scripture is the collection of the books, which were written by holy men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and which 
Christ’s Church received and keeps as the Word of God. St. Jerome teaches: “Ignorance of the Scripture is ignorance of Christ”. That 
is why to know Christ we should read the Holy Scripture (Bible), which according to St. Paul is: “inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work” (2 Tim. 3, 16-17). We should read the Bible every day, Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky encourages us: “The reading of the 
Bible every day, even one minute, should become a custom of every Christian family. This reading should be daily nourishment for 
people”. St. John Chrysostom writes: the reading of the Divine Scripture is a great good! It teaches our soul wisdom; raises our mind 
to heaven; teaches people to be grateful to God; does not allow us to be attached to something earthly; urges our mind to be always in 
heaven; encourages us always to act with a hope of the reward from the Lord; and strive with the great zeal to exploits in virtues. (cf. 
Catechism UGCC § 38, 46, 48). 
In the pastoral letter “The Vibrant Parish – a place to encounter the living Christ” His Beatitude Sviatoslav emphasises: “Through the 
Word of God we come to know Christ, we encounter Him, and enter into a living relationship with Him”. No wonder he puts God’s 
Word as first of the key components of a vibrant parish and urges all of us, the faithful of Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, to the 
daily reading of the Holy Scripture. 
We propose to you a program of the reading of the Holy Scripture for the year. 
By doing this a few minutes each day during the year, we will read the whole New Testament. Every week in the Parish bulletin you 
can find the schedule of the readings for a week. 
First of all we encourage you to read the Bible together with your family. Please find below a daily schedule to read the Holy Scripture 
together as a family or privately a bit at a time. 
Structure: 
Light a candle        Sit and be quite for 2-3 minutes          Then read a prayer: 
Make the pure light of Your Divine knowledge shine in our hearts, О loving Master. Open the eyes of our minds that we may 
understand the message of Your gospel. Instill in us the fear of Your blessed commandments that we may subdue all carnal desires 
and follow a spiritual way of life, thinking and doing all that pleases You. For You, О Christ our God, are the enlightenment of our 
souls and bodies, and we give glory to You, together with Your eternal Father and Your most holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now 
and for ever and ever. Amen. 
Then read a passage from the New Testament (according to the schedule)   Reflect for a few minutes about what you read 
 
01.01.2014 
Mathew 1 
02.01.2014 
Mathew 2 
03.01.2014 
Mathew 3 
04.01.2014 
Mathew 4 
05.01.2014 
Mathew 5, 1-26 
06.01.2014 
Mathew , 27-48 
07.01.2014 
Mathew 6, 1-18 
08.01.2014 
Mathew 6, 19-34 
09.01.2014 
Mathew 7 
10.01.2014 
Mathew 8, 1-22 
11.01.2014 
Mathew 8, 23-34 
12.01.2014 
Mathew 9, 1-17 
13.01.2014 
Mathew 9, 18-38 
14.01.2014 
Mathew 10, 1-23 
15.01.2014 
Mathew 10, 24-42 
16.01.2014 
Mathew 11 
17.01.2014 
Mathew 12, 1-21 
18.01.2014 
Mathew 12, 22-50   >>>>>> 
 

19.01.2014 
Mathew 13, 1-30 
20.01.2014 
Mathew 13, 31-58 
21.01.2014 
Mathew 14 
22.01.2014 
Mathew 15, 1-28 
23.01.2014 
Mathew 15, 29-39 
24.01.2014 
Mathew 16 
25.01.2014 
Mathew 17 
26.01.2014 
Mathew 18, 1-14 
 
We wish for all of us to open our hearts and ears to God’s Word, which He said to each of us. 
Fr. Andriy Mykytyuk 
                     Head of Catechetical Commission 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 5 
19th Jan, 2014 

9:00 am 
4pm 

Holy Liturgy 
>>>>>>>>>>> 

Theophany (Blessing of Jordan Water) Perth 
and in Northam 

Mon 
20th Jan, 2014 

 
 No Holy Liturgy Synaxis John the Baptist 

Tues 21st Jan, 2014 
8.30 am 

1pm 
Holy Liturgy   

Spirituality session  
 

and Carol singing at Sister’s residence 

Wed 22nd  Jan, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy  

Thurs 23rd Jan, 2014 8:30pm Holy Liturgy   

Fri 24th Jan, 2014 8:30 am Holy Liturgy  

Sat 25th Jan, 2014 
6pm 
7pm 

Vespers  
Holy Liturgy 

Praying for our YOUTH in English 

Sun 

Tone 6 

26th Jan, 2014 
 

9:00 am  
  

Holy Liturgy  
 

Sun after Theophany 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the 
Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
 
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  peo-
ple to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are 
looking for donations to help cover costs of installing 
the lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations—to donator every Sat of 
$5 for flowers and $5 for newsletter 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you always 
================================ 
PLEASE NOTE  -Any church donations 

can be made via Internet 
To Dnister -Ukrainian Catholic Church  - 
BSB 704235, acct 00006479 and then email 

Luba to notify us with the receipt No of 
your transaction. 

We also have a PO box where you can post 
your envelope donations if you can’t get to 

church on Sundays. 
It’s PO Box 230, Dianella. WA . 6059 

If sending donations, please put on it what 
it is for so we can allocate your kindness to 

the appropriate section or people. 
  

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Please put your name on the list to volunteer to help mow the lawns and do 
some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Fri 17th Jan 
Fri/ Sat 24/25th Jan 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam —Chidlow St— 
 Next one is  this Sun 19th Jan—Theophany blessing of Jordan  
water. 4 pm  
======================================== 
UKRAINIAN CALENDARS FOR 2014—Cost $15.00. See 
Luba or Fr Wolodymyr or Sr Nicodema 
——————————————————————————— 
Please pray for sick people in our parish and visit them if you 
can. If you need Fr Wolodymyr to visit, please ring him to book 
a time. 
——————————————————— 
LENT begins 3rd March. This year we celebrate Easter same 
time as Roman Catholics on 20th April 
 
Holy Confession/Reconciliation during Lent is available... 
During week before or after Presanctified Gifts Wed or Fri, before 
Holy Liturgy on Sun from 8:30 to 9:15 or ring Fr Wolodymyr and 
make an appt. He can also come to your home. 


