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Epistle 8 You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; behave as children of light, 
9 for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and uprightness and truth. 
10 Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, 11 take no part in the futile works of darkness but, on the contrary, 
show them up for what they are. 12 The things which are done in secret are shameful even to speak of; 
13 but anything shown up by the light will be illuminated 14 and anything illuminated is itself a light. That is why it is 
said: Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 
15 So be very careful about the sort of lives you lead, like intelligent and not like senseless people.16 Make the best of 
the present time, for it is a wicked age. 
17 This is why you must not be thoughtless but must recognise what is the will of the Lord. 
18 Do not get drunk with wine; this is simply dissipation; be filled with the Spirit.19 Sing psalms and hymns and 
inspired songs among yourselves, singing and chanting to the Lord in your  hearts,  
 
Gospel Luke 12:16-21 
16 Then he told them a parable, 'There was once a rich man who, having had a good harvest from his land, 
17 thought to himself, "What am I to do? I have not enough room to store my crops." 
18 Then he said, "This is what I will do: I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods 
in them, 
19 and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for many years to come; take things easy, eat, 
drink, have a good time." 
20 But God said to him, "Fool! This very night the demand will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it 
be then?" 
21 So it is when someone stores up treasure for himself instead of becoming rich in the sight of God.' 
========================================================================================= 
Christmas message 2013                                    Posted by: Taras Semenyuk in GeneralDecember 17, 2013 
Christ is Born! 
 
In the past year much has happened and continues to happen to inspire us in our faith. At this time of 
year when we celebrate Saint Nicholas, the Nativity of 2Christ and Theophany, we give some thought 
to people who have inspired us in our faith during the year. 
The pope is challenging us to a renewal in our lives. In his first apostolic exhortation, he raises a list of 
significant issues. The pope says that Christians should renew their personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ. “I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should 
think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”. 
We are called by the pope to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the lives of the people in our lives for whom the 
Gospel is a fairly abstract concept. “We cannot forget that evangelization is first and foremost about preaching the 
Gospel to those who do not know Jesus Christ or who have always rejected him.” The pope calls us to bring the 
Gospel into people’s lives and not to wait for someone else to do it. Become a missionary. 
 
His Beatitude the Patriarch is also saying the same type of thing. “The Vibrant Parish — A Place to Encounter the 
Living Christ,” In his pastoral letter, the patriarch speaks of the elements needed to “grow in holiness and unity in 
Christ Jesus.” This is the ultimate purpose of the plan 2020, where the whole church will be undergoing a renewal 
until the year 2020. We are being challenged to embrace new ways of being a church. 
The youth is also challenging us to become more open. Young people now, are subject to different influences 
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than the older generations were. We cannot expect them to be the same as their parents and grandparents. A young 
person presumes the internet. Many have never lived without computer and internet access. Recently the Eparchial 
pastoral council had a meeting where the young people told us, that we need to become more internet literate. Most 
people do not reject the church and its teachings. People do though expect that the church will be where they are. We 
are committed to becoming a community which is far more internet friendly. We all have a lot to learn from each 
other. I invite young people to offer their talents to the church. We need young people to help us talk to their own 
age. 
 
We look at the news from Ukraine. One cannot look at the scenes from Maidan and not be moved. The scene where 
young and old, from different parts of the country, people of all sorts of religious and political experiences come 
together and voice their protest in the name of freedom was moving. This was not something organised by one party 
or another. It was a matter of students using facebook and twitter. It was they who called their parents and 
grandparents to stand up and say, “I want to be free”. They are an example to us. We too are indifferent to the 
corruption that is around us. 
In this season of joy, we are called by Jesus to listen to the church telling us to consider our lives and our 
communities. We must renew our commitment to Jesus. There is much that is positive around us. Let us just take 
time to listen to it. 
May the new born Jesus keep us in His care. 
 
+Peter  - Bishop of the Eparchy of Saints Peter and Paul, Melbourne, Victoria 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
His Beatitude Lubomyr called Ukrainians to work and pray   Wednesday, 11 December 2013 
 
Archbishop Emeritus Lubomyr (Guzar) made a speech to millions of 
Ukrainians, who were on Independence Square in Kiev and told Ukrainians a 
proverb: Work as if everything depends on you, and pray to the Lord as if 
everything depends on him  
He welcomed " warmly " everybody on the Independence Square and all the 
streets of Ukraine and the world. 
"It is clear to all of us, who assembled here, that Ukraine needs a big change. 
Maybe someone asks you where those changes come from? Maybe someone 
will give them to us or fight for them? No. These major changes, which we 
desire, because our country and the people truly need them, must be won by ourselves", - the spiritual leader of 
Ukrainians said. 
Appealing to people His Beatitude remembered a proverb, which he heard first in North America, and later - in 
different states, among other nations, and more recently in Ukraine. 
"This saying is simple, but has a profound meaning : work as if everything depends on you and pray to the Lord , as 
if everything depends on him ," - said the spokesman . 
He said that for younger generation to work means, first of all, to know what the normal state is. And for the older 
generations - to make a profound analysis of the situation, to understand what to do. 
"When we work, we understand what we want» - he says. 
The second part of the proverb - pray as if everything depends on God. "Our prayer is not a request to God to change 
something. We pray to God to ask him to realize the things that belong to us from time immemorial. Prayer is a 
request for God to accomplish that he established when we started to be an independent nation. Pray to God is of 
critical importance for us. We comprehend nothing without a prayer "- said the Archbishop Emeritus. 
"So Dear community, I want to beg you ... not only I but also the initiative group" First of December “: work as if 
everything depends on us, let us pray like everything depends on the Lord “- called His Beatitude. 
                                                                                                                      UGCC Department of Information 
=================================================================================== 
The violence against peaceful demonstrators is unacceptable in a democratic Christian country» - 
participants of forum of priests of UGCC in Western Europe   Wednesday, 11 December 2013 
 
«The present time is a historical examination to Ukraine and its people, and all people of goodwill abroad. Because 
Ukrainians don’t ask for privilege but for respect for universally accepted human values. Therefore, we, the spiritual 
leaders of over a million of Ukrainians who were forced to leave their country, express our unity in prayer, 
aspirations and actions of our people, tired of boundless cynicism, deception and deceit of government that violates 
valid laws, wanting to hide their lies and crimes with violence against its own people "- is said in appeal of the 
Forum of UGCC priests of Western Europe in Fatima to all people of good will.  
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 As previously reported, the Forum was held under the theme " Evangelization: Do you believe that it is possible? » 
December 3 - 6 in Fatima (Portugal). The congress, which was held to establish cooperation between the institutions 
of the UGCC churches in Western Europe, UGCC pastoral situation in Western Europe is discussed and evaluated. 
In this context, the reports of more than ten persons experienced in the field of liturgical life, catechesis, and 
schooling and so on were made. 
The forum participants noted in their address that violence against peaceful demonstrators and vulnerable, especially 
against women and young people is unacceptable in a democratic Christian country. "These actions are 
unconstitutional attempts to establish a regime in which the people of Ukraine deprived of their rights and the 
government places itself above the law» - the authors emphasize. The participants form appeal to law enforcement 
and government agencies, that they do not fulfill illegal orders, not fight down their own people, follow their own 
conscience. "Together we can stop the flow of cynical lies, manipulation, and falsification, selective application of 
the law and economic plunder of his people. At the place of miraculous revelation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where 
she asked to pray for the conversion of Russia, we beseech Almighty God in prayer for peace and triumph of truth 
and better destiny of Ukraine "- is said at the end of the Appeal of Forum of priests of UGCC of Western Europe to 
all people of good will.                                                                  UGCC Information Department 
 
Appendix: Appeal Forum of priests of UGCC of Western Europe in Fatima 
To all people of good will Glory to Jesus Christ! 
We, the spiritual leaders of over a million of Ukrainians who were forced to leave their country, express our unity in 
prayer, aspirations and actions of our people , tired of boundless cynicism , deception and deceit of government that 
violates valid laws , wanting to hide their lies and crimes with violence against its own people 
The violence against peaceful and vulnerable demonstrators, especially against women and the youth strike the 
imagination and are unacceptable in a democratic Christian country. Such actions are unconstitutional attempts to 
establish the regime when the people of Ukraine are deprived of their rights, and the government places itself above 
the Law. 
Civilization future of the state is based on our present, abiding democratic principles of common law and rights by 
all without exception. Therefore, we appeal with prayerful requests to the police and public institutions: do not 
follow illegal orders, no fights down your own people, follow your own conscience. Together we can stop the flow 
of cynical lies, manipulation, and falsification, selective application of the law and economic plunder of our people. 
The present time is a historical examination to Ukraine and its people, and all people of goodwill abroad. Because 
Ukrainians don’t ask for privilege but for respect for universally accepted human values. 
Non-violent civil resistance radically changed the face of the world and human mentality. Even the most evil 
disappears in the arms of truth, enlightened with the light of Christian love and peace. 
At the place of miraculous revelation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where she asked to pray for the conversion of 
Russia - we prayerfully beseech Almighty God for peace and triumph of truth and better destiny of Ukraine. 
 
Bishop Glib (Lonchyna) Bishop Petro (Kryk) Bishop Borys (Gudziak) Bishop Joseph (Milian) 
=================================================================================== 
TO ALL READERS OF THIS NEWSLETTER— 

 
I WOULD LIKE TO THANKYOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT OVER THE LAST 12 MONTHS AND 
INDEED FOR THE LAST 17 YEARS SINCE IT WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1996. 
 
MAY BOTH CHRISTMAS, RIZDVO AND NEW YEAR 2014 BE HAPPY, HEALTHY AND FULL OF 
LOVE AND PEACE. MAY JESUS BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES. 

MANY OF US ARE NOW ‘ORPHANS’ AS OUR PIONEER PARENTS HAVE PASSED AWAY. FOR THOSE WHO 
STILL HAVE A PARENT/S YOU ARE BLESSED. LOOK AFTER THEM AS BEST YOU CAN. THEY ARE 
PRECIOUS PEOPLE. 
 
IF YOU HAVE INTERESTING ARTICLES THAT COULD BE PUT INTO THE 
NEWSLETTER—PLEASE EMAIL THEM TO ME AND I WILL TRY FIT THEM 
IN WHEN SPACE IS AVAILABLE. 
 

Enjoy your festivities with family and friends 
                                            Христос Раждається  Славім Його 
                                  Christ has been Born—Glorify Him 
 
PS Thank you Fr Wolodymyr for printing out the newsletters 
every week for those who don’t have email or want a printed version. 
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 EXPLANATIONS ON SECTIONS OF THE CHURCH—THE ALTAR  
The Altar is the whole area that lies beyond the Iconostasis. 
It is set aside for those who perform the Divine services and normally persons not consecrated 
to the service of the Church are not permitted to enter. 
The Holy Table has multiple symbolic meanings. 
First, it represents the Throne of God because through the Holy Mysteries celebrated upon this 
table God’s saving and sanctifying grace is bestowed upon all people.  
It is also Golgotha, the place where Jesus was crucified, because it is upon this table that we re-
enact the Passion of our Lord and Saviour. 

Finally it is the Tomb of Christ because it is through Christ’s death that eternal life was 
granted to all people. This final representation is highlighted in the Resurrection Matins service 
celebrated every Sunday because it is from the right or southern side of the Holy Table that the 
morning Gospel is proclaimed, symbolising the angel announcing the risen Christ to the 
Myrrhbearers.  

The Holy Table itself is traditionally cubic in structure, modelled on the 
heavenly Jerusalem: “its length and breadth and height are equal” (Rev. 
21:16).  
Nothing which is not itself consecrated or an object of veneration ought 
to be placed on the Holy Table. On it are placed the Antimensium (3), the 
Book of the Holy Gospels (2), the Artophorion (5), the Handcross (8), the 
Seven Branched Lampstand (7), a Crucifix and the Ripidia.  
 
The antimension is a cloth imprinted with an icon of Christ being prepared for 
burial and has a relic sewn into it and bears the signature of the bishop. The Divine 
Liturgy must be served on an antimension even if the altar has been consecrated 
and contains relics. In our Ukrainian tradition the antimension is often kept in 
place under the holy table cloths and the eileton, a red cloth of plain silk, linen, or 
cotton is opened at each Liturgy for the Holy Gifts to rest upon. The Artophorion 
or tabernacle, which is in the centre of the Holy table, should be made in the image 
of a small church or sepulchre. It should not be so high or so wide as to obstruct or 
interfere with the liturgical actions of the celebrant or concelebrants. 

As it is the Word of God, the Book of the Holy Gospels is placed on the Holy Table, signifying that God is mystically 
present. It is usually richly-adorned and as it is the Book of Life, its covering may not be of the skins of dead animals (i.e., 
leather), but is usually made of precious metals adorned with jewels. At the centre of the cover is usually represented Christ, 
with the four Evangelists - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - at the four corners.  
 
The Hand Cross is placed there both as a sign of Christ's victory over the Devil 
and of our deliverance. Since the Lamb of God was slain on the Cross for our 
salvation, it is especially appropriate that it be placed upon the Holy Table where 
the Bloodless Sacrifice is offered "on behalf of all and for all." The hand cross is 
also used for blessing.    
 
Candelabras placed on the Holy Table should not overcrowd it. The seven 
branched Candelabrum is a reminder of the menorah kept before the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple of Solomon. There it symbolised the Tree of life, the seven 
days of Creation as well as Holy Wisdom. Levitical priests were anointed with 
oil from the Menorah. The seven-branched candle stand is also mentioned in the 
Book of Revelation, representing the seven golden lamp stands in the midst of 
which the Son of Man appeared (Rev. 1:12-13).  
 
The Slavic practice is to have a seven branched candelabrum comprising seven distinct oil-fed lights. It 
always stands on or behind the Holy Table in the Altar. Though candles may be used, the traditional practice 
is to use olive oil in the seven-lamp lampstand. There are varying liturgical practices, and usually all seven 
lamps are lit for the services, though sometimes only the three centre lamps are lit for the lesser services. If 
the church does not have a sanctuary lamp the centre lamp may remain lit as an eternal flame. 

There is a crucifix kept behind the Holy Table.  
On either side are ripidia or hexapteryga (Greek for “six-winged”). On them are little icons of the six-winged 
Seraphim. They remind us of the cherubic images placed around the original Ark of the Covenant. They also 
remind us of the angels invisibly present with us during the Divine Liturgy. 



Last Sat, 14th Dec, the Parish Council and friends came to make varenyky as a fundraiser for our Church. 
Despite very hot conditions, we got the job done of 1500 varenyky and 500 holubtsi. Thank you to those who 
came to make them and to those who bought them. We raised $1500.. Many thanks to Mrs Stasiw, Ludmilla 
Zemunovic, Peter and Adriana Valega, Joanne Ostaszewskyj, Pat Karpewycz, Borys and Janenne Marunczyn, 
Bohdan Warchomij, Lynette Paraszczyn, Irka and Darka Konderewicz, Suzanna Prusynsky and Sr Nicodema. 
Photos Luba Valega 

Absent from photos  
Irka and Darka Konderewicz and 
Joanne Ostaszewskyj 



Day Date Time Feast  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 

Tone 1 

22nd Dec, 2013  
 

9:30 am 
 

Holy Liturgy 
 

26th Sun after Pentecost 
Immaculate Conception 

Mon 23rd Dec, 2013 
 
 

No Holy Liturgy  
 

 

Tues 24th Dec, 2013 8.30 am 
Holy Liturgy   

 
 

Wed 25th Dec 2013 8:30 am Holy Liturgy Christmas (Gregorian calendar) 

Thurs 26th Dec, 2013 8:30pm Holy Liturgy   

Fri 27th Dec, 2013 
8:30 am 

 
Holy Liturgy  

Sat 28th Dec, 2013 
6pm  
7pm 

Vespers 
Holy Liturgy 

 
Praying For youth— in English 

 

Sun 

Tone 2 

29th Dec, 2013 
 

9:30 am  
 

 Holy Liturgy  
 27th Sun after Pentecost 

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the 
Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $11,000.00   
 
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to help  peo-
ple to be able to get to the hall much easier. We are 
looking for donations to help cover costs of installing 
the lift. Please see anyone on Parish Council if you 
would like to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
Gryzelda—$50.00 
                                Total now $6253.81 
 
Church Donations— 
Mrs T Kostantynowicz $70 upkeep fund. 
Aitken family $50.00 for flowers. 
If anyone would like to donate for flowers 
for Christmas/Rizdvo—see Luba 
 
CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES WILL BE 
OUT THIS  WEEK FROM CHURCH  
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you always 
================================ 

MALANKA 
www.malanka.webs.com has all the details 
for buying tickets.. Otherwise ring Gabby 

0412 228 057 or send her an email 
gabby.mowczan@gmail.com 

Regards 
Myk Mowczan Pres UAWA 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Please put your name on the list to volunteer to help mow the lawns and do 
some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
 
Fri 20th—Nataliya Liakishev 
Sat 28th Dec Iryna Grynychyn 
========================================================= 
Holy Liturgy in Northam—Chidlow St—on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month in English—4pm. 
If you are interested in attending, please email Luba Valega  - 
luba_valega@hotmail.com so we know how many will be inter-
esting in coming. IF NOT ENOUGH PEOPLE  
ATTENDING- THIS MIGHT HAVE TO BE  
CANCELLED. 22nd Dec in doubt as another function 
on in Perth then. 
If you know anyone who would like to have the Perth newsletter 
emailed to them, please pass on my email as above 
======================================== 
UKRAINIAN CALENDARS FOR 2014—still waiting for them  
to arrive 
Cost $15.00. See Luba or Fr Wolodymyr or Sr Nicodema 
——————————————————————————— 


