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PARISH WEEKLY NEWS 
 29th Sept– 6th Oct 2013 

This week-Readings  Epistle   2 Cor 1:21-2:4  Gospel  Mt  22:1-14- 14th Sun after Pentecost & Sun after Exaltation of 
the Cross. ( Gal 2:16-20 and Mark 8:34-9:1   Tone 5 
 
We welcome back Sr Nicodema Zemliak and Mrs M Stasiw from their trip overseas and we welcome back Michael 
Doschak and his family who will be in Perth for the next year. 
========================================================================================= 
Epistle    2Cor  1:21-2:4  :21 Now he who establishes us with you in Christ, and anointed us, is God; 1:22 who also sealed us, and 
gave us the down payment of the Spirit in our hearts. 1:23 But I call God for a witness to my soul, that I didn’t come to Corinth to spare 
you. 1:24 Not that we have lordship over your faith, but are fellow workers with you for your joy. For you stand firm in faith. 2:1 But I 
determined this for myself, that I would not come to you again in sorrow. 2:2 For if I make you sorry, then who will make me glad but he 
who is made sorry by me? 2:3 And I wrote this very thing to you, so that, when I came, I wouldn’t have sorrow from them of whom I 
ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy would be shared by all of you. 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of 
heart I wrote to you with many tears, not that you should be made sorry, but that you might know the love that I have so abundantly for 
you. 

Gospel Matt 22:1-14 22:1 Jesus answered and spoke again in parables to them, saying, 22:2 “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a certain king, who made a marriage feast for his son, 22:3 and sent out his servants to call those 
who were invited to the marriage feast, but they would not come. 22:4 Again he sent out other servants, saying, 
‘Tell those who are invited, “Behold, I have made ready my dinner. My cattle and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are ready. Come to the marriage feast!”’ 22:5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his own 
farm, another to his merchandise, 22:6 and the rest grabbed his servants, and treated them shamefully, and killed 
them. 22:7 When the king heard that, he was angry, and sent his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. 22:8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited weren’t worthy. 
22:9 Go therefore to the intersections of the highways, and as many as you may find, invite to the marriage feast.’ 
22:10 Those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together as many as they found, both bad and good. 
The wedding was filled with guests. 22:11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man who 
didn’t have on wedding clothing, 22:12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here not wearing wedding 
clothing?’ He was speechless. 22:13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, 
and throw him into the outer darkness; there is where the weeping and grinding of teeth will be.’ 22:14 For many 
are called, but few chosen.”  
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Let us stop making a religion out of our church   September 24, 2013 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church is not a religion! We should never refer to it in these terms. The point here is far 
more serious than that. Religions are the creations of men, not God! Our church can easily become a religion 
when we reduce the church to a mere repetition of religious ritual or activities. Many people actually think that 
this is all our church is – a “repetition” of religious service like for example going to church each Sunday. Don’t 
get me wrong, going to church services is good and necessary, but people may think that simply showing up for 
church services is all they need to do to get the things they need and to keep a demanding God at bay. If we think 
of church in these terms, then we are reducing faith to rituals, therefore to magic or superstition. 

Superstition and magic has crept into our practice in Ukraine and in other parts of the world. People reject our church because 
they may have come to the conclusion that that’s all our church is about. This becomes our greatest fear and challenge.        
Pope John Paul II talked about this problem. He said “The temptation today is to reduce Christianity to merely human wisdom, 
a pseudo – science of wellbeing. In our heavily secularized world a gradual secularization of salvation has taken place, so that 
people strive for the food of man, but man who is tormented, reduced to his merely horizontal dimension.” 

Religions are the works of man, not God. The presence of this kind of thinking actually shows the Church’s failure to teach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ properly. Our church is about our relationship with God, it’s not just about ourselves, our neighbours and 
the world. Jesus did not come into the world to start yet another religion. He came to help us establish a personal intimacy with 
Himself, allowing us to become what He is by grace. In other words – to become icons of Christ Himself to others and to be 
with Him in eternity. We seek an intimacy with God which is love of God and love of our brothers and sisters. 

The Pope goes on to say that our relationship with God, through the church and all the services and liturgies, produces a 
“newness and richness which has been received from God’s bounty in order to be communicated to all mankind.”Herein is the 
weakness, we love God and the church and want to convert people to our religion instead of converting to a relationship with 
God which is found in our church. My faith is not a religion; it is a relationship with God. Everything we do in church, in faith 
is our search for our inner life or relationship with God. If we think that the rituals suffice, we get disillusioned. 

Our Ukrainian Catholic Church has a most excellent method of helping us to an intimacy with God. Our saints and servants of 
God are proof of that. Our faith and life in Christ defines us as Christians.                                Bishop Peter Stasiuk 

=========================================================================================
Sept 30th - Feast day of Saints Sofia and her 3 daughters Faith, Hope and Love  

We are told that long ago in the city of Rome, when Adrian was Emperor, there lived a good woman named Sophia. She was a 
Christian and a widow. She had a reputation of living a devout life according to the teachings of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sophie , whose name means wisdom, had 3 lovely daughter. Their names were Vera - meaning Faith, Nadiya - meaning Hope, 
and Lubow - meaning Love.                                                                                 

Sophia loved her daughters more than anything. She taught them about God, how to pray and how to read sacred writings. They 
were a happy family, even though their father was dead. In the year 137AD there was much persecution of Christians by the 
pagans. It was dangerous to be a Christian and to live the good life of a follower of Christ. Many Christians were put to death 
simply because they believed that there was one true God. Word reached the leaders of the government about Sophia and her 
three daughters. They were arrested and brought to the court of the emperor Adrian who demanded that Sophia and her 
daughters stop  being Christians. He appointed a woman named Palladia to talk to them and convince them to do the emperor’s 
bidding. For 3 days the family was urged to give in but they refused. After the 3rd day Emperor Adrian became angry and 
ordered Vera, who was 12, be beaten and burned. He hoped that she would finally give in and that her sisters and mother would 
be frightened into denying God. But Vera refused and at last she was killed by a 
sword. 10 year old Nadiya and and Lubow - 7 were threatened in the same way. 
Both were killed by the sword. Because they suffered and died for their belief in 
one true God, they are called martyrs. 

Sophia, who had to watch her three daughters suffer and die was allowed to bury 
them. She prayed for 3 days at their graves. Her heart was sad because her 
children were dead, but she was proud that they loved God so much that they died 
rather than deny Him. On the third day Saint Sophia died also. Let us be grateful 
that we have freedom of religion  and we can pray without being persecuted for 
our belief.  
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CALENDER OF EVENTS FOR PERTH  
  
 CYM Perth is organizing a hike at Bells Rapids. It’s a 9 km hike, suitable for all ages, and will conclude with a 
BBQ lunch and refreshments afterwards. 

The hike will take place on this  Monday, 30 September (the public holiday long weekend). We plan to meet at 
9am at the Bells Rapids carpark, and aim to return by 1pm for lunch. All are welcome to attend the hike, or just 
meet up with us after for lunch. Please contact Peter Valega to register your interest (0403 041 488 or 
v4valega@gmail.com) 

And if anyone would like to camp our overnight on the Sunday night, please contact Andrew Lozyk who will be 
leading the sleep out (0413 945 774 or andrewlozyk@hotmail.com). 

You can also check us out on Facebook: CYM Perth, or email perth@cym.org to get on the mailing list 

=============================== 
Sat, 5th Oct, Parish  Open Day—starts 1pm in Church hall— 

An open day is being planned for next Sat, Oct 5th, 2013 at our Parish, with special guest Fr Brian Kelty 
from Melbourne coming to give some talks, so keep  that Sat afternoon free and come along. All welcome. 

See Details page 5 of this newsletter 

Sun 13th Oct, Church Fete after Holy Liturgy in Church hall. All welcome. Looking for donations of raffle 
prizes, cakes for sale. There will also be a lunch for purchase  - varenyky and cabbage rolls (Holubtsi). Please 
support your Parish and come along. 

================================ 
  

Sat 19th Oct 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Page 3 



Last Sun, 22nd Sept,  Perth parish of St John the Baptist celebrated the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary 
(21st Sept) with a luncheon after Holy Liturgy in the Church hall. 
 
Fr Wolodymyr Kalinecki welcomed everyone especially Mrs Anna Pidhirnij who represented Northam Parish of 
the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary. She was presented with a bouquet of flowers by Luba Valega. 
 
Despite the cold weather, everyone enjoyed the delicious lunch cooked by the ladies of the Parish Council. 

Representing ex Northam parishioners 

Thank you for coming and for your 
support of our Parish in Perth 



To celebrate the 1025th anniversary of the Baptism of Rus’- Ukraine, the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church is hosting an Open Day on Saturday the 5th October at 20 Ferguson St, 
Maylands. 
 
Programme; 
1.00-2.15pm Welcome and First Presentation (Fr Brian)  
The Development of an Eastern Liturgical Rite.  
2.15-2.30pm Break 
2.30-3.30pm Second Presentation (Fr Brian Kelty)  
The Second Vatican Council Diaries of Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk, C.Ss.R.  
3.30-4.00pm Afternoon Tea 
4.00-5.00pm Third presentation (Richard Charlwood)  
 
The Surprising Story of Ukrainian Icons 
5.00-5.30pm Tour of the Church and its Icons 
6.00-7.00pm Vigil Divine Liturgy (for Sunday) 
 
The Very Rev. Dr Brian Kelty is the Episcopal Vicar for Evangelization of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church. He has a doctorate in Church Leadership from Fordham University, New York. 
For twenty years he has taught Pastoral Theology at Australian Catholic University. He also 
taught overseas at Fordham University and the University of Dayton. He served as Administrator 
of the UGCC parish in Victoria, British Columbia, before returning to his present role at the Ca-
thedral of Saints Peter & Paul in Melbourne. 
 
Sub deacon Richard Charlwood serves at St John the Baptist Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in 
Maylands. He has been painting icons for more than thirty years. His first teacher was a Greek 
Iconographer who learnt to paint on Mt Athos and also studied under Photius Kontoglou, who was 
a great champion of (and reformer in) the Byzantine style of painting icons. In 1989 and in 1993, 
Richard travelled overseas and met with a number of iconographers. He also visited many Byzan-
tine churches, Monasteries and museums. The icons and frescoes he saw in those places remain a 
source of inspiration for him today. He has painted commissions for a number of churches and 
homes in Sydney, Melbourne, Bunbury and Perth. 
 
The Surprising Story of Ukrainian Icons 
Icons play a central role in the life and worship of the Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches. 
In this presentation, Richard will briefly outline what an Icon is and what it isn’t, highlighting 
some points on the theology of the sacred image. He will then deal in more detail with a number 
of Holy Icons that either found their way to Ukraine, or were painted there. Richard will also be 
teaching an Icon Painting Course later this year. Details will be available at the Open Day. 



Day. Date. Time. Feast.  Special Feast Days -  Julian Calendar 

Sun 
Тоне 5 

29thSept, 2013  
 

9:30 am 
 

Holy Liturgy 14th Sun after Pentecost and Sun after Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross 

Mon. 30th Sept, 2013 
 

 No  Holy Liturgy  Martyrs St Sophia, Faith, Hope and Love 

Tues. 1st Oct, 2013 8:30am 
 

Holy Liturgy   
 

 

Wed 2nd Oct 2013 8:30am Holy Liturgy  

Thurs. 3rd Oct, 2013 8:30 am Holy Liturgy   

Fri. 4th Oct, 2013 8:30 am 
 

Holy Liturgy  

Sat 5th Oct, 2013 1pm 
6pm  

OPEN DAY  
Holy Liturgy 

Church hall 
Praying For youth— in English 

 

Sun 
Тоне 6 

6th Oct, 2013 
 

9:30 am  
 

 Holy Liturgy  
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
  

If ordering flower arrangements 
mention you saw advert on Luba’s 

newsletter from Perth – and you will 
receive 10% discount. (sorry no 

discount on Interflora)  
Dianella Flowers and Baskets are 

supporters for our Ukrainian Church 
of St John the Baptist Perth.  

Shop 44, Centro Dianella Plaza, 
Tel 9276 2777— 
 
Specialising in weddings, funerals and 
all special occasions. 

A RESTORATION (Maintenance) fund 
has being organised for our Church renovations. 
This is separate to the yearly upkeep (podatok) 
fund. 
If you wish to donate, please see Luba Valega. The 
Church building is in need of repairs and so the 
Parish Council is asking for your support. 
 
Total now                         $10,000.00   
 
The Parish Council has installed a lift  
going up to the hall via the stairs outside to 
help  people to be able to get to the hall much 
easier. We are looking for donations to help 
cover costs of installing the lift. Please see 
anyone on Parish Council if you would like 
to make a donation.   
The cost of the lift was $42,000 
 
                                      Total now $6053.81 
 
Church Donations— 
Thank you for your kindness. May Jesus 
bless you always 

Gardening Roster for church grounds 
Please put your name on the list to volunteer to help mow the lawns and do 
some gardening at the Parish. 
If everyone helps then you may only need to do this one or two times a year.  
Please try to do the lawns at the beginning of each month or when it needs it. 
Please let Luba or Lynette know if you can help and check with  
Fr Wolodymyr when to come. 
Thank you for your assistance. Much appreciated 
 
Cleaning Church Roster 
Sat 28th Sept—Iryna Grynychyn 
Sat 4th Oct— 
Fri 11th Oct—Nataliya Liakishev 
========================================================= 
Choir news 
Church Choir rehearsals and singing for the next few months 
are as follows: 
 
08.10.13 Tuesday rehearsal  
 
13.10.13 Sunday Liturgy (Protection) & Tone 7) 
 
Rehearsals are held in the church hall at 7.30pm. 
Holy Liturgy is at 9.30am, choir to be there by 9.15am. 
New choristers are always welcome. 
                                                     Suzanna 
=============================================== 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK PEOPLE IN OUR PARISH 

God’s creation at its best 


