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FESTIVITIES: AFTER THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONY of the BLESSING OF THE FRUITS
the festivities began … with a sincere welcome extended to all – guests, visitors,
parishoners and their friends - who came for the occasion, locally and from afar: some from
Taree in the north, others from Sydney in the south and from the Upper Hunter in the west
(Aberdeen, Branxton-Greta, Rutherford, and closer, from Maitland and Beresfield).
As everyone knew, there were a number of very good reasons for the day’s multiple
celebrations that, as it happens, come together in this month of August:
 The annual custom of Blessing of the Fruit – and what a wonderful abundance and
variety of fruit we are fortunate to enjoy here in this country;


The celebration of the religious feast day in the traditional Ukrainian religious
calendar – the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ;



the Parish celebrated the 1025th anniversary of the formal
introduction of Christianity in 988AD by the ruler of Kyivan
Rus’ (now Ukraine), Volodymyr the Great. This anniversary
was chosen by the Ukrainian Catholic Church in order to
bless the new Cathedral (Sobor) of the Resurrection of
Christ . The cathedral is located on the foreshore of the
Dnipro River in Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine and functions as
the new world-wide centre of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Also two notable local events in the life of the community and the Parish were being marked:
 the 64th Anniversary of the arrival of the first large group of Ukrainians who were
brought directly to Newcastle from Europe to settle and make a life for themselves in
Australia. They arrived on the ship Fairsea on 19th August 1949 and were transferred
to the Greta Migrant camp in the Hunter Valley.


In addition the month of August this year marks the 44th Anniversary of the
completion and Blessing of this parish Church in honour of the Pokrova, as many people
would remember, on the 3rd August of 1969.



And of course, as Ukrainians generally know, the 24th of August marks the 22nd
anniversary of Ukrainian independence, a goal carried in the hearts and minds of all
those who had to flee from their occupied homeland. This year, the anniversary of
that historical event is being acknowledged in the day’s festivities.

In order to start the ball rolling everyone was invited, before sharing a meal of fruits and
other foods, to start a CONVERSATION with the people around them by introducing
themselves and getting to know each other – only this way is it possible to share a meal to
‘break bread together’ as the saying goes. The CONVERSATION is to be ongoing starting on
the day but for the days and weeks after, for the whole year in preparation for next year’s
special celebrations in August of 65 years of Ukrainian settlement in the Newcastle and
Hunter region that largely commenced with the arrival of the first large contingent of
Ukrainians on the ship FAIRSEA directly to Newcastle on 19 August 1949. In addition August

next year will also mark the 45th anniversary of the completion of the building of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Pokrova in Adamstown – the setting of community roots in the
region.

… And so the CONVERSATION started in earnest before enjoying the variety of fruits and
other tasty foods made available by the women from the parish and community ably led by
Irene Sawka with assistance from Nina Jaremus, for this BIG occasion.

And now for starting the meal with
…
Fresh warm classic Ukrainian homemade pan-fried potato pancakes
(tertky) with a dollop of sour cream …
really finger-lickin’ delicious !....

Much interest in the range of tasty fruits and other foods prepared for the day’s celebrations.

Welcome Roger from the Upper Hunter and parishioner from Rutherford, Lyuba, enjoying the selection of
tasty treats …

The Matthews family enjoying the occasion …(from the left) daughter Marusia, Helen Matthews,
daughters Christina and Emily and their father Ian Matthews.

Lisa (nee Boychuk) McCallum with her two young children:
Amelia Grace (at the table) and Larissa Mary

… Irene (left) and Rosalie (above) are making
sure that there is much more to come ….!

Smachnoho ….!

Laskavo zaproshuyemo! …. Ovochiv pozsmakyvaty …

Smachnoho - Taste the fruit sensations … grown by nature and prepared in the homely way …
delicious delights! (and ooh so healthy too! ) Tried our juicy fruit kebab? … all natural …no
cholesterol, no fat and gluten free as well!

ACKNOWLEDGING THE ARRIVAL OF UKRAINIAN IMMIGRANTS TO NEWCASTLE
One of the earliest Ukrainians to arrive and settle in the Newcastle and Hunter region was Mrs Kateryna
DUMA and her now late husband, Fedir DUMA. They arrived on 26th November 1948 (more than 64 years
ago) having been transferred from the Bathurst Migrant camp to the west of the Blue Mountains to
Newcastle, where Kateryna took up the job of a domestic for a local family.This was nine months before the
Greta Migrant camp took its first large contingent of immigrants in August 1949. Kateryna and her husband
have been constant supportive members of the Parish and community throughout the years undertaking
various functions and responsibilities.

Fr Paul in recognising
Kateryna’s efforts over the
years expresses sincere
appreciation and on behalf of
the Parish and community and
wishes her sound health and
happiness for many, many
years.

Fr Paul presents Kateryna
Duma with a Certificate of
Recognition and
appreciation as one of the
first Ukrainians to settle in
the Newcastle region and
being a part of the
community over the many
decades.

Emilia Jaremus – she and her family arrived as displaced persons, along with over 1800 others, on the ship
FAIRSEA 64 years ago (19 August 1949) to the port of Newcastle. There was a substantial number of fellow
Ukrainians amongst them. This was the first arrival directly from war-torn Europe to Newcastle. The
passengers dis-embarked and were transported by train to the Greta Migrant camp that had been
converted from its original function as an army camp of huts in the Upper Hunter. They stayed there while
they worked off their two-year contract with the government working on various government projects and
jobs. Many also were given jobs in the BHP steelworks and related factories. While living in the Greta camp
they paid a weekly rent from whatever wages they earned.

John Saunders, a welcome guest, and who lives further up the
Hunter Valley, shares his recollections of the people he saw and
met from the Greta Migrant Camp – the difficulties they faced,
the constant work for both men and women in order to
establish a home for themselves, the vegetables gardens
created and maintained to grow their own food and their
hospitality of local residents. He recalled how the Australian
weather made their work harder and their desire to work on …
He stated how he had come to learn more about Ukrainians
and their background and found it difficult to understand how a
nation can lose so many people of its own through persecution
and war – in the 1930’s more than the entire population of
Australia – facing trauma unimaginable and yet persistently
survive and cherish that which is close to their hearts.
His recollections and observations were a cause for reflection
and quite appropriate given the marking the coming 22nd
anniversary of Independence of Ukraine (24th August)

THE BIRTHDAY PEOPLE …

Another feature of the Day’s festivities was the additional happy event of celebrating the
birthdays of a number of people from the parish and community whose birthday was in
August close to the day’s events. The birthday people who were present are (from the left):

Lyuba Rogers; Matthew Clarke (with young son Anthony);
Cheryl Netluch; Irena Bugir

Irene Sawka brings out the Cake for the birthday people …

A cake featuring fruit (you guessed it … Pavlova) was prepared and brought out for the
occasion. Best wishes were expressed to all the Birthday people … and the fine women’s
voices of Nina, Rosalie and Olya led the hearty singing of Mnohiya Lita as well as the well
known Happy Birthday to You … the cake was cut … and proved to be popular with all who
got a piece of it!

A little surprise was added to the list of celebrations on the day – an extra celebration for
Fr. Paul. As it happens, on this day 22 years ago Fr. Paul was ordained a Ukrainian Catholic
priest.
Parishoners felt that this anniversary needed to
be celebrated in some way, at least by
presenting Fr. Paul with a gift (something
practical for when he travels to cold cities in
the south in winter).

The gift was presented on behalf of the
parish as a token of appreciation and best
wishes for the future by Marusia
Matthews … and everyone heartily sang the
customary Ukrainian well-wishing refrain:
Mnohiyi lita (three times).

Fr Paul with some of the welcome guest and visitors to the days parish-community festivities:
(from the left) Fr. Paul, Roger MacFarlane [Manager Maitland Uniting Church Munch programme] , Pauline
Saunders and John Saunders, (rear) Martyn Ellis, (front) Fr Paul O’Neill [Moderator of the Chisolm region of
the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese], Leslie (rear) and Vicki Griffin, Robyn Maher and Mark Maher (rear).

ДЯКУЄМО ... With many sincere THANKS to

… the masters behind the scenes who prepared the tasty fruits and other enjoyable foods
for the BIG celebrations and presented them on the day:
(left) Irene, Rosalie, Nina and Olya

At the conclusion of the function Nina and Rosa, two of the band of women who ensured that
all went smoothly, reflect the atmosphere of the day with a smile and a sense of relaxation …

… the little after-the-event party of organisers, some guests chatting and
enjoying the after-glow from the celebrations on the day.

Yuri - the photographer for the occasion was quite pleased with events … Most of the
photographs in this issue were snapped by Yuri. (Although he enjoys the opportunity to take
pictures, he is not intending to become a paparazzi … he has his uni studies on his mind.)

Camellias for Amelia:
I really like the flowers … and had a good
time.
I want to come along again … make sure
you do … See you soon …

Myron, effectively the hospodar of the premises:
Everyone is welcome back again – make sure you do come along on
the Parish Patron Day – The Pokrova Luncheon on 13 October 2013 put it in your diary, and bring a friend (or two…!)

See you here !

BLASTS FROM THE PAST
Asking for some assistance from community memory …
In TRACTOR Issue #5 (July 2013) we turned to readers with a request for assistance in
recollecting details about old photographs that were included in that Issue. These details help in
piecing together knowledge of the parish and community for us and future generations. It is very
pleasing to see that there was some response to one of the pictures (picture #5). Due to the
excellent recollections of Nadia and Paul Artym we now are able to place a name to the persons
shown on the following photograph. The names are (we hope we have the correct spelling):

Picture No. 5:
Front seated L to R:
Pavlo BASHA, Mykhailo CYMBALUK, Roman BOYCUN, Teodor BENDYNA, Osyp FLUNT Snr,
Fedir DUMA
2nd row, L to R (standing):
Wasyl BUHIR, Oleksa SAWKA, Taras MELENEWYCZ, Ivan ZALESKY, Wasyl SABAL, Myron
FLUNT jnr, Serafym ARTYM
3rd row, L to R (standing):
Ivan SAWCZUK, ..? …, Petro TARNAWSKY
Missing one last name – 2nd person back row. Test your memory and see whether you can identify
him and any other details eg. year (even approximate).
When looking through materials about the early years of the parish we come across many pictures
of people and events. However, they very often do not have important basic details: the names of
the people, the date, the place and the occasion. As a result this material contributes very little to
nothing about the life of the Ukrainian community in Newcastle. Make sure your photos carry this
basic information.

The Ukrainian city of Kharkiv breaks the Guinness Book of Records
for the world’s longest column of flowers
In August of this year the officials form the Guinness Book of Records inspected and
confirmed that the city of Kharkiv continuous column of live flowers broke the previous
record held by Tilburg in the Netherlands since 2009 by 800 metres. Kharkiv, located in the
north-east part of Ukraine, is currently the second largest city with a population of over 1.5
million people.

The city of Kharkiv created its continuous column down main city streets, along the Lopan
river bank and …

…. across the bridge – for a total length of 2.8km. Over 80,000 live purple-bluish and yellow
live flower plants (mainly tahetis and petunias) were used for the occasion that they expect
to last until the winter comes in November-December.

A well-known landmark of Kharkiv is Freedom Square (Ploshcha Svobody), which is currently
the sixth largest city square in Europe, and the 12th largest square in the world. (Below) A
view from the air of the central area of the city of Kharkiv featuring Freedom Square and
surrounding city and residential areas.

