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CALENDAR - КАЛЕНДАР
The Religious Service is held every Sunday at 9:30am
Selected dates are highlighted as dates with special significance in the
Parish and Community Calendar of events

Wednesday
Feast day of Queen (Knyhynnia) Olha (Княгиня Ольга).
24/07/2013 Each year Queen Olha is honoured because as Queen of Kyivan
Rus’(Ukraine) she converted to Christianity (in Constantinople) and did
much to spread the religion before it was introduced later by Kniaz
Volodymyr in 988AD.
Service: 9:30 am
Sunday
Feast day of Grand Ruler Volodymyr The Great, (Володимир
28/7/2013 Великий, хреститель України). This year Ukrainians will be
celebrating the 1025th Anniversary of Christianity in Ukraine: Introduced
by Grand Ruler Volodymyr the Great, in 988AD.
Service: 9:30 am
After the Service there will be a Reception - Everyone welcome.
Service: 9:30 am - to celebrate four important occasions for the
Sunday
parish and community:
18/08/2013 1: To be part of the world-wide spiritual participation in the Dedication of
the Church’s new Cathedral (Sobor) of the Resurrection of Christ on the
banks of the Dnipro river in Kyiv, and now the centre of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
The Dedication marks the 1025th ANNIVERSARY of the Introduction
to Christianity to Ukraine by Grand Ruler Volodymyr the Great in 988AD.

2. The 44th Anniversary of the completion and Blessing of this Parish
Church (3rd Aug):
The Church in honour of the Pokrova
(Construction had started a year earlier on 11 Aug 1968)
3. The 64th Anniversary of the arrival of Ukrainian refugee
immigrants from Europe by ship directly to Newcastle and the Greta
Migrant camp (19 Aug. 1949). The ship was the Fairsea.
4: A religious occasion: as this
Sunday is the Eve of the
Transfiguration (which falls on the
following day) the age-old Ukrainian
custom of blessing fruits will take
place at the end of the Service.
After the Service there will be Special
Refreshments for all families parishoners and members of the
community – Everyone welcome.
Monday
19/8/2013

Feast of the Transfiguration (Свято Преображення Христа)
Service: 9:30 am
The 64th Anniversary of the arrival of Ukrainian refugee immigrants from
Europe by ship directly to Newcastle and then to Greta Migrant camp
(1949). The ship was the Fairsea.
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Saturday
Ukrainian Independence Day
24/8/2013 22nd Anniversary (since 1991)

Sunday
The PATRON DAY of the Parish: The Feast of the Pokrova: The
13/10/2013 Protection of the Blessed Mother of God
Service: 9:30 am
After the Service there will be a Reception and Meal. All families,
parishoners and members of the community – everyone welcome.
Sunday
FATHERS DAY …
1/9/2013 Service: 9:30 am
After the Service refreshments and BBQ …
Thursday
St Nicholas Feast Day
19/12/2013 Service: 9:30 am
The start of the Ukrainian Christmas customs …. with Ukrainian
Mykolay – (Миколай)
Wednesday Christmas Day (Australia)
25/12/2013
1 January
NEW YEAR (Australia)
2014
START OF JUBILEE YEAR:
Taras Shevchenko 200th Anniversary 1814 0 2014

…. ABOUT THIS ISSUE ….
This is Issue #5 and highlights the various
IMPROVEMENTS that have been made around the Church,
some that are still being made, and some are still ideas on
the Wish List that need to be sorted out at the next meeting
…

So, Issue #5 shows a broader range of work carried out by
various people in different times… those in the Tractor group
as well as a range of volunteers who helped maintain and
improve the Hall and Church … their guiding motto has
been:
… fix it, update it or replace it, and, where possible …
make it a little bit nicer!
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Don’t forget, the NEXT (6th for 2013) B-B-Q
and Meeting of the Parish is scheduled for
Thursday 15 August. The new BBQ will be fired
up again (worked beautifully last time)…! BYO
(kovbasa ! and ohirky … )

Start BBQ at 5:00pm – more renovations talk as
well as preparations for events to come will be
featured. Will be followed by fascinating
Meeting 6:00pm – the more the merrier.
Everyone is WELCOME!

It is that season … to prepare the garden …
… we are seeking advice and suggestions from you about planting flowers and improving the
garden for spring and summer. There are many people who know what to do and what to plant.
Not long ago Taras Melenewycz and pani Duma have turned plots overgrown with weeds into
attractive garden areas on the property. We would like you to help continue this … it not only
makes the place look nicer, but also makes people happier … you know the saying …’ come and
smell the roses … or the lavender (vasylko) ….‘
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A WORD … SLOVO: from Fr. Paul Berezniuk
I have always been well provided for. I have not experienced real fear nor hunger.
I have listened to many of our people, our many parents who have experienced fear, hunger and
isolation.
Listening to their harrowing stories, as tears form in their eyes, does not help me understand their
experiences.
I just know that I do not want to find out for myself.
Yet, whilst I may not fully appreciate their experiences, I have learned and cherished much from
their stories.
I have learned that we depend on "mother earth", for
- upon her we build our homes
- upon her we walk as she supports us without complaint
- we eat the foods she produces to nourish us
- we are made of her, and
- to her, we shall return.
I have also learned about faith.
That there is no need to explain matters of faith that we do not understand, because "Faith is simply knowing those things, that we do not know".
Please do not underestimate or dismiss this statement.
Faith I learned, is not about believing, but about knowing.
I have learned, that what our parents, especially our mothers teach us about solid moral values
and trust in God is good enough.
There does not have to be a need to find out if they are right, because when we search for or
test those solid truths, we learn sooner or later, that they are right.
I have learned that although my home may be a sad place, maybe even dark and lonely, it is my
place. It is my home.
Home, that beautiful word "home", is from where we depart and to where we return.
It is my place and my responsibility.
It is where I have shelter and comfort.
Everywhere else, is not like "home".
I have learned, that "home" is cherished, even when it is taken for granted.
For our parents who experienced fear, hunger, isolation,
hardship, loneliness, and amongst other things, sleepless nights not
knowing what awaits them the next day - home is their kingdom.
I learned, that our parents, without assistance, got on with life and
overcame hardship because they instinctively knew that it was their life
and that only they can live it. Blaming was a waste of time.
Our parents, instinctively worked hard, saved and spent only on
necessities, their children had to be well fed and nurtured in many fields,
and most importantly - educated.
Our parents did not want us to experience what they experienced fear, hunger and hardship.
We say that we love our parents and cherish their memory – sometimes,
I wonder if we really do!
Fr. Paul Berezniuk.
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A FEW WORDS: (NEXT MEETING, 15 August, 2013)
From the Chairperson,

Yarry Netluch …
Welcome everyone!

The period leading up Ukrainian Easter in early May and continuing through to Remembrance
Sunday (Pomynal’na Nedilya) has been full of activity: all kinds of preparations, the colourful
Easter celebrations, the remembrance activities and the enjoyable Communal Meal on Pomynal’na
Nedilya. All this was covered with some satisfaction at our previous BBQ and Meetings on 30 May
and 18 July 2013 – well done to everyone involved!
During this time we have enjoyed not only the full celebrations of the traditional Ukrainian
Velykden (Easter) but we have also been involved one way or another with quite a wide variety of
preparations for them, whether small or not so small. In fact, when the work done is looked at
closely far more was done than was expected.
What I mentioned, in general, in the previous PART C of Issue #4, is that quite a range of
work had been done, but could not be covered in the TRACTOR because of all the other events
that were covered. You may remember that the Church entry doors were given a substantial
makeover (not fire-engine red anymore), the stairs at the side of the Church have been given a
new and brighter look, and of course the front landscape of the Church, (the façade), has changed
remarkably, and then there is the present appearance of the toilet block itself – already
unrecognisable though some additional work has already been planned out in detail. I am sure that
you are aware of many of these changes and possibly even more (because more was done …)
In this Issue #5 we summarise the main improvements done at various times and some of
the improvements in progress.
But it is now the winter season. This gives us the opportunity to finish off some tasks in
progress and to start making some preparations for the next season, looking ahead to … spring …
a time of renewal of plants, appearance of new flowers and other things and of course the warmer
weather.
As before, appreciation and thanks are due to all the enthusiastic and generous people who
have contributed to making the celebrations go so well for the enjoyment of all who attended, and
of course, the people who worked on the various improvements that benefit the parish into the
future. We also encourage everyone to take an interest, lend a hand, help find things and make
suggestions … come along and participate in the various things that are going on … your skills and
support are valued.
And don’t forget … our next meeting is on Thursday 15 August at 6.00p.m. with a
BBQ beforehand at 5.00p.m BYO. Many things of interest to be covered – looking ahead to
some big days especially the BIG, BIG DAY OF CELEBRATIONS on 18 August (see
Calendar)
All are welcome!

Note: This TRACTOR issue is distributed to a broader group of people who have expressed their wish to be
kept in the loop about the various activities within our community.
If you have any interesting information, pictures about something about the Parish and community life
you are welcome to send the information to the sender of this e-mail and it will be considered.
Should you wish not to be on the distribution list, please reply to the E-Mail
ukrchurch.newcastle@iinet.net.au, and your address will be taken off the list.
Thanking you all.
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AS YEARS GO BY …
There are a number of people from our
community and parish whose health has given way
to the point that they are limited in what they can do,
and where they can go. Some are now even in Aged
Care Homes and hospitals. Everyone is encouraged
to contact them, send them a card and even visit
them to say hello and cheer them up a little so that
they know that they are not forgotten …

The Parish expresses best wishes to each of these people for better health, and
comfortable convalescence. We also wish the families of these people strength and
good health in all that they do.
Taras Melenewycz
C A Brown Nursing Home & Hostel
Pilgrim Lodge
87 Toronto Road,
Booragul NSW 2284

tel. 02 4958 0000

Louise Basza
Jesmond Grove Hostel
Acacia Place
101 Mordue Pde, (end of the road and 1st building)
Jesmond NSW 2299
tel. 4951 4369
Levko & Kateryna Dzus
Maroba Manor
Age Care Centre
58 Edith St 2298
Waratah

[note change of address]

tel. 4935 0300

Oleksa Stankewycz
High Care
Lindsay Gardens Aged Care Facility
137a Lindsay Street,
Hamilton NSW 2303
Note - there is also an entry from Percy Street, Hamilton.
tel 4969 8222
Maria Lodo
Raymond Terrace Gardens Nursing Centre
Paterson (section)
15 Sturgeon Street North
Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324
tel. 4987 2170
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Leon Sokulsky
Domain Macquarie Place
Cleary (section)
60 Northlakes Drive
Cameron Park, NSW 2285

tel. 4944 1300

Wolodymyr Kozy
Fronditha Care Hippocrates
30 Crebert Street,
Mayfield, NSW 2304

tel. 4016 4160

Michael Kowaltschny
Maitland Nursing Home
28 Broughton Street
Rutherford, NSW 2320

tel. 4932 6688

It should not be forgotten that Mr Dzus has a special
role in the Parish – he has been here from
the beginning and was one of the members of the original
Building Committee that organised the building of the
parish Hall – the one that we the parish and community
use to this very day!

The Parish would appreciate being informed about other people from the Parish and the
Ukrainian community generally who find themselves in a similar situation.
Please let Fr Paul know.

GET WELL wishes …
Get well to all people from the parish and community those who
have been ill and have been to hospital –
the Parish wishes you get well quickly and
that you stay healthy and in good spirits … !
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SOCIAL MILESTONES …
Pozdorovlyayemo vsikh Vas ! …
MORE birthdays –

several people we know in the community and parish have their

birthdays in July.

on 11 July 2013 ...
and
Ukrainian name day, Petro, on 12 July

Многії і благії літа ... !

- A magnificent double Milestone -

Happy Birthday !

We have also been informed that another community member,

Hryhorij (Gregory) LOGVYN , of Tarro,

reached his milestone of 91 years last month, on the 15th of June.

Многії і благії літа ... !
Happy Birthday …!
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Greetings and Best wishes to you and everyone! …
- Nina Melenewycz, birthday was on the 17th July
And to all the women in the community who have as their name Olya (Olga) – Ольга,
Оля - or variations thereof …
your nameday is 24 July
(another excellent reason to have a second party with the proper accessories - many
of the nice things … cake, fine food, and presents! – make sure your spouse
understands that celebrations are in order! ).
Not to forget all the males who are named Volodymyr (Володимир) …
their nameday is 28th July

The Parish expresses its hearty congratulations and best wishes
to all with many bouquets of flowers, and a glass of wine raised
to your health of course…!

Mnohiyi lita,

Mnohiyi Lita, ….

Mnohiyi Lita… .!

[Each can celebrate twice a year … read ‘What’s in a name?’ in this Issue ]
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LIVING LEGACY FROM 1025 YEARS AGO ….
Do you remember … only a short 25 years go how we here as a community in Newcastle
celebrated in a big way the Millenium (1,000 years) of the Christianity in Ukraine? Do you should
remember all the activities and events, the people involved in helping organise one thing or
another, participating, performing … the public Exhibition of Ukrainian Historical Costumes in the
Auditorium of Merewether High School, the gala concert (and the cutting of the huge ceremonial
cake at the end of it), the Ukrainian Cultural Exhibition at the Newcastle Art Gallery ceremonially
opened by the Lord mayor, and did you hear the bells of Christchurch Cathedral ring out across the
city on midday Sunday to mark the historical occasion? Yes, much was done with the generous
efforts of various people – women, children and men. That was then, the year was 1988.
Time has moved on and it is now 25 years later. This year of 2013 marks the 1025th
anniversary of the introduction of Christianity to Ukraine (Kyivan Rus’) in 988AD. Much has
changed, and of course more so for, and in Ukraine – now an independent country (despite all the
problems and continuing challenges that need to be dealt with) – this was not the case 25 years
ago.
Lets turn our minds to this year – marking the 1025th Anniversary.
It it is in this month of July that the 1025th anniversary of the
adoption of Christianity will be formally celebrated in Kyiv and
elsewhere It was formally proclaimed in Kyiv by the leader of
Ukraine at the time, Grand Ruler (Velykyi Kniaz’)
VOLODYMYR in 988AD. Kyiv was the capital of the country –
it was the centre of power, commerce, religion and culture of
the territory that we know of as Ukraine (or Kyivan Rus’- not
Russia - there was no Moscow until several hundred years
later).

Volodymyr Sviatoslavych
the Great, 980 - 1015

Volodymyr had travelled to the city Chersonesos (Korsun) on
the Black Sea coast of today’s Crimea, where he accepted the
Christian faith of the time from Constantinople, which was the
capital of the Byzantine Empire (there was no catholic or
orthodox versions – that came later). At the same time, by
arrangement, he also married there the sister of the ruler of the
Byzantine Empire, Basil II. Her name was Anna. They then
travelled back to Kyiv proclaiming the adoption of Christianity
for his people and country. That happened in 988AD.

All that was a long, long time ago … and many, many generations have lived and passed since
that year, and much has happened during that time. The rich Ukrainian religious Christian tradition,
with all its colourful and unique customs, has developed to become a defining part of our ancestral
Ukrainian cultural heritage.
So, in this month of July, on the days of the 27th and 28th, Ukraine will be celebrating in Kyiv the
1025th anniversary of the introduction of Christianity to Ukraine. Also, people of Ukrainian ancestry
in other places of the world will also be marking this historical event with the people in the
communities where they live.
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Some have asked, why have the celebrations on those dates in July?
As it happens the date of the 28th in the
calendar of orthodox Churches is dedicated to
honouring Grand Prince Volodymyr while the
date of the 24th of July is dedicated to honouring
Knyahynia (Queen Regent) Olha (or Olga).
Why Queen Olha?… Olha was Volodymyr’s
relative - he was her nephew.
Some background:
Queen Olga ruled from
about 945 to about 964. Her husband was the
ruler Prince Ihor who was killed in a battle early
in their married life when their son, Sviatoslav,
was only about 3 years old.
Because Sviatoslav inherited his father’s
position but was too young to rule, his mother,
Olha, ruled the kingdom in his place. When
Sviatoslav became an adult he took over as
ruler sometime in about 964.
Olha died on 11 July 969 at the age of
79. During her time she personally converted to
Christianity having travelled to Constantinople,
the capital of the Byzantine empire at the time,
and discussed this matter and political
relationships with the Emperor. This was before Volodymyr who took on Christianity decades later.
She was a very effective ruler and promoted the spread of Christianity in the kingdom.
It was only after the rule of two others from the same dynasty, her sons, Sviatoslav (ruled
for only 8 years: 964 to 972), followed by Yaropolk (ruled only 8 years: 972 to 980). Then
Volodymyr, who was their half-brother, took the throne to the kingdom – at the age of about 22.
(His actions to gain power is a separate story - they make fiction appear tame.)
In the late 980’s Volodymyr decided to move from paganism to another religion. He
considered several options (Muslim, Jewish and Christianity). He realised that it was in his best
interests to basically make the
choice that Queen Olha made. He
converted to Christianity and
adopted it for his kingdom in
988AD. He was only about 30 at
the time.
Volodymyr’s
adoption
of
Christianity took place in the
ancient Greek city of Chersonesos
that lies on the shores of the Black
Sea in today’s Crimea. Its origins
go back about 2,500 years before the Christian era. The
present
city
of
Sevastopol
surrounds the remains of the
ancient city.
By arrangement, that is the same
place where he married Anna, the
sister of the Byzantine Emperor.
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The ruins of Chersonesos (Korsun)- present day bird’s eye view of the ancient remains of the
city where Volodymyr first accepted Christianity and where he married Anna. It started out as a
Greek colony of Chersonesos on a peninsular on the shore of the Black Sea, which today is part of
Crimea, Ukraine. The visible ruins of the city that has its origins some 2,500 years ago.
Today
overlooking
the
site
is
an
Orthodox Cathedral
named in honour of
Volodymyr
who
accepted Christianity
and
married
the
Byzantine Emperor’s
sister, Anna, here in
988AD. The visible
Cathedral (in the
centre of the picture)
was
first
built
alongside the ancient
site in the 19th
century. It fell into
ruin, and has recently
been rebuilt.

A closer aerial view of the main part of the excavated ancient city site (below).
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The sun setting on the ruins of the ancient city and the calm waters of the Black Sea.

A mural showing an artistic symbolic impression of a scene of the proclamation of Christianity in Kyiv and
the mass baptism of people in the Dnipro river in 988ad:
an image of Volodymyr (left), numerous people being baptised in the Dnipro river by bishops and clergy,
choir, and boyary in the distant background.
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In contrast to the rulers before him, Volodymyr ruled for 35 years – from 980 to 1015. He died on
15 July aged 57. After adopting Christianity he did much to establish and spread it throughout his
kingdom.

Current
Monument to
Volodymyr in
Kyiv (facing east)
overlooking the
majestic Dnipro
river in which the
population of the
city were
baptised in
988AD

Both Olha and Volodymyr were key people in introducing and spreading Christianity to Ukraine
(Kyivan Rus’’). It is this that they are most remembered for.

* * *
The 1025th Anniversary of the Kievan Rus’ Christening will be jointly celebrated by Christian
Churches and the State as a national event involving government agencies at various regional and
local levels throughout the country, with the key ceremonial events taking place in Kyiv. The
intention is that the joint efforts of the church and state should focus on reviving and reinforcing the
basic Christian values.
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Apart from the special religious Services and a variety of ceremonies there will also be
conferences, roundtables, as well as other public events held to mark the 1025th anniversary of
the introduction of Christianity into the kingdom of Kievan Rus’ (Ukraine).
The ideas and themes that will be discussed will cover the history of Christianity and the revival of
Christian values. All these activities will be jointly organized by the church, scholars and the State.
Also, particular attention will be given to the Christian cultural heritage, the various monuments
around the country, and the organization of public exhibitions on this theme by museums and other
interested institutions.
*

*

*

The Ukrainian Catholic Church is not only participating in the joint celebrations in Ukraine but also
beyond the borders in countries where Ukrainians have settled and live. These will be undertaken
in various forms by the Ukrainian churches, community organisations as well as interested people
involving the wider community.

In addition, in Ukraine itself the Ukrainian Catholic Church at
the head of which is the recently installed Patriach Sviatoslav
(Shevchuk) will be marking the 1025th anniversary with a
special event that will be held about two weeks later, on the
18th of August 2013 – the dedication of its new Cathedral
that has been built in Kyiv – the Patriarchal Cathedral of the
Resurrection of Christ.
This Cathedral in Kyiv is now the centre of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church having been moved on 21 August 2005 from
its location in Lviv.
It is located on the Eastern side of the Dnipro, and was built
with funds donated by its congregation and people of good will
from around the world.
PS: Those travelling from Australia as part of a tour group of
Ukraine in August 2013 have a reserved place in the
Cathedral for the occasion.
This event is indeed remarkable and a milestone that fits very well the central spirit for celebrating
the 1025th anniversary of Christianity to Ukraine (Kyivan Rus’).
Author, philosopher, and historian George Weigel who has been in Ukraine, where he was
awarded an honorary doctorate by the Ukrainian Catholic University, has shared his observation
about the quite recent events within our lifetime that the Church has managed to remarkably
survive:
"From 1946 until 1990, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church — Byzantine in liturgy and
church polity but in full communion with the Bishop of Rome — [also known as Ukrainian
Catholic Church outside Ukraine: Ed. Note] was the largest illegal, underground religious
body in the world." Those Catholics "lived a modern catacomb existence in which
everything from worship to seminary instruction, priestly ordinations, and the consecration
of bishops was conducted clandestinely, often deep in Ukraine’s forests. In 2001, John
Paul II formally beatified more than two dozen martyrs of that draconian persecution;
Ukrainian Greek Catholics today know that that martyrology could be extended into the
hundreds and thousands."
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This is an important occasion, not only symbolically, but in
reality for the Church and for the broader community.
According to the head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Patriarch Sviatolav, the date of the 18th of August was chosen
as it fits well with religious and historical considerations. The
18th of August this year is, in the Church’s calendar, the
notable commemoration in honour of the Makoveysky Martyrs,
and the start of the period of fasting-reflection that leads up to
the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother of God. It
is in this period that our ancestors, according to custom,
traditionally commemorated the introduction of Christianity to
Kyivan Rus’. Scholars believe that the Christening events in
Kyiv took place about the 14th August (according to the present
calendar). For these reasons it was decided to have the
Cathedral dedicated in combination with celebrating the 1025th
Anniversary of the introduction of Christianity to Kyivan Rus’(Ukraine).
Everyone is welcome … more than 10,000 people are expected to be present on the day!
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TRACTOR TEAM: SOME OF THE IMPROVEMENTS MADE …

GARDENS AND LAWN CARE …

Motto: … Neat and tidy …

At different times various people come and lend a hand when they can: (above) Taras and Taras –
no you are right, not the same people, but both doing the hard yakka. The Taras on the left, is
clearing the age-old weeds and preparing a garden bed in the corner at the front of the Hall (2009);
the Taras on the right, is helping with the on-going task of keeping the lawn under control
(temporarily each time …)
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Masters of all kinds of equipment are at hand:

use, maintain, fix’em and store’em…!
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THE HALL: Masters preparing the floor for the Store Room…( note the garden/tree behind)

… with large new tiles covering the base new floor … walls and trimmings painted (undercoat and
top coat) …
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… existing cupboards relocated into the renovated Store Room, with a new small cupboard added
on top of the corner cupboard. A new look, better use of space and soooo much more convenient
…

The overall appearance of the back of the Hall from the inside can be seen on the photo …
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Inside the Hall … a selection of tasks done over over a period …
Preparing to install and unveil the iron handrail alongside the stairs up to the stage …

The Masters made the handrail themselves . solid, reliable, effective and colourful to suit …

A variety of other jobs was done on the inside of the
hall: lighting, the rationalisation of a collection of
cupboards and other pieces of furniture, some
carpentry involving tables that were taken apart,
renovated and remade into more useful pieces of
furniture that even looked better …
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The side of the Church
[photo below: the stairs at the rear left-side of the Church as they were for a long time – a little bit of an eyesore (nearly traditonal). They were scraped, brushed on 15Apr and pressure water-hosed by Myron on
17Apr.

Photo below 17/4/2013: Outdoor stairway on the left side
of the Church …. the start of re-surfacing the eye-sore
with a more pleasant appearance.
The work was completed later (see below) …. The colour?
No, its not white … that’s just the light effect at the end of
the day.

[
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… AND NOW FOR SOME WORK ON THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH BUILDING

[photo top left, 15/4/2013: the appearance of
the Church doorway entry (without the doors)
as it has been for quite some time now … uhm,
what? … we haven’t had doors for some time?

photo top right, 15/4/2013: The Church entry
doorway and doors … work started on resurfacing them. Stage 1 nearly done. (The
doors needed to be taken off to allow the
necessary work to be done.)

Some structural work done for use I June 2011 (the 50th anniversary)
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[photo below15/4/2013: the entry doors …sanding job done; ready for re-surfacing … (left my ID at home
…!)
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photo above 15/4/2013: Church entry doors … sunbaking awaiting dryness test by
Tractor masters …]

[photo above 15/4/2013: Church entry doors re-installed at the end of the day … … you should not be seeing
red!

THE TRACTOR TEAM … MORE PAIRS OF HANDS ALWAYS COME IN
HANDY … MAKES LIGHT WORK (so it is said).
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NOTE: GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS … THE NEW FENCE WITH NEIGHBOUR …

In the previous TRACTOR
issue everyone was informed about
the work behind the fence
bordering the neighbour at the rear
of Church property. The neighbour
had started installing a small
swimming pool in their backyard.
The section of fence affected is
between our BBQ area behind the
Hall and the toilet block. The
neighbour made arrangements with
the Parish for access through the
Church’s backyard for the pool
installers to install the pool in the
neighbour’s yard.
The existing tin-sheet fence was dismantled (see photo above) and the pool was installed.
All the work was completed before our Easter (May) celebrations got underway. The neighbour
also put up a new fence in a way that benefits both them and the Church (see photo below). It
looks much nicer. Also the pool installers took care not to damage the Parish backyard. (The toilet
block is on the right …)
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[photo above 15/4/2013: Getting stuck into re-surfacing the toilet windows (Tractor team member
getting stuck into serious business.)

[photo above 17/4/2013: …. and the new look toilet windows re-surfaced and cleaned ]
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Appearance of the toilet block on the outside after some make-over attention … painting, a new set
of entrance doors replacing the original ‘chook wire’ doors, (and more changes to come …)

… on the inside, the makeover involved, painting, replacing cubicle doors with new ones (below
right), installing various gadgets to store needed items … all in all, the ongoing makeover has
improved the facility and made it a little bit nicer …
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BLASTS FROM THE PAST
Asking for some assistance from community memory …
When looking through materials about the early years of the parish we come across many pictures
of people and events. However, they very often do not have the names of the people, the date, the
place and the occasion. As a result this material tells very little to nothing about the people, the
time and location of the events. Test your memory and see what you can identify (people, time,
place) in the photograph so that our records can become more helpful in telling the story of the life
of the Ukrainian community in Newcastle.
Here are a number of photos from the past – in a sense a ‘Blast from the Past’. If you have
information or other photographs, please forward to us and help to tell the story better and more
completely.

[Photo: held in the Cultural Collections (Bert Lovett Collection) of the University of Newcastle, Newcastle,
NSW]
The migrant ship Fairsea docked in Newcastle on 19th August 1949 (picture above) at Lee wharf
with 1,842 migrants from Europe. It sailed from the port of Naples, Italy, on 17 July 1949 and
arrived in Newcastle, Australia, on 19 August 1949.
The passengers, individuals and families, migrated to Australia after World War II from various
European Countries including Germany, Hungary, Ukraine, Latvia, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Romania, etc – 14 different nationalities in all. Most passengers were World War II refugees or
displaced persons in camps in Germany
This is the first ship with migrants to arrive in Newcastle directly from Europe. The migrants on the
ship, which included a sizable contingent of Ukrainians, were transferred to the Migrant camp at
Greta.
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Picture No. 1: Photo
The occasion of the building the front of the Ukrainian Parish Hall – did it ourselves …
The place - is the present front of the Ukrainian Parish Hall;
The year – it well before the Church was built and we think it is 1955 to 1958
The people – can you recognise any of the people?

Subject: Old Film of Newcastle …
Great old film of Newcastle back in 1945, in the year WWII ended and four years before the first
sizable number of Ukrainians arrived in Newcastle and were accommodated in the Greta Migrant
camp (1949: ‘Chocolate City and Silver City’). Worth watching.
Take the time to watch this. The comparisons of how life was in 1945 are stark, notice: the
pollution from the various heavy industry stacks (Newcastle was covered in soot from the
steelworks); the lack of safety precautions, especially PPE; the little coal wagons which
disappeared not so many years ago; the dress of the people, especially the wearing of hats and
the swimming costumes worn at the beaches; the fact that all the beer was in ‘long necks’ - not
stubbies of today; and, Hunter St. was full of people.
An old Film of what was once a prosperous inner Newcastle city
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6GkTizYFHA&feature=player_embedded#at =23
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The place is the front of the Ukrainian Parish Hall when nearly complete; and the view of the right
side of the building shows that it was nearly ready; (what is different from today?).
The year – we think it is in the mid-1950’s, maybe 1957 or 1958.
The people – can you recognise them?
The house next door (on the right). Does anyone have a photograph of that house because today
the present Ukrainian Church stands there? The original fence is different.
Picture #2

Picture #3
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Picture #4

Picture #5 (below):
The place is the front of the Ukrainian Parish Hall;
The year – we think it is before the Church was built in 1969, just look at the front fence that was
made of brick.
The people – who are they (we know some e.g. back row second from the right is Myron Flunt –
he designed the Hall)
Picture #5
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View of the front of the Parish Community Hall, Gosford St. Adamstown, April 2013.
Compare the present appearance of the Hall with the historical pictures - spot the differences …if
you can …
The present Church on the right side was completed in 1969, and was blessed on 3 August 1969.
See below the postcard made for the occasion. It states; “Blessing of the Church of the Protection
of the Mother of God, Newcastle, 3-8-1969

“
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What’s in a name?
Yes, you can ask. Interestingly, it can be nothing … or it can be everything.
Everyone knows about birthdays … it’s the long practised custom of celebrating the date on which
a person was born and happens once each year. When parents give the newborn a first name –
that is the first gift you get …it is recorded and identifies you thereafter. Traditionally, for people of
a Christian background, this is known as the child’s Christian name. As time goes by usually the
young child identifies with the name. But it may be modified (or even changed at a later time) –
nicknames are often created and used more often than the original name, for example, Michael
may be modified to Mick, Mike; Tom for Thomas; Dick for Richard; and of course there was always
Harry. For girls there was Anna to Annie, Rebecca to Becky and so on – not to mention the way
names are twisted and made fun of. Quite often names which local people have not come across
before, or find difficult to pronounce, get twisted into versions and sounds that are strange and
even not pleasant (intentionally at times - just read the poem at the end of this piece of the actual
experiences of one person. Others can share their own stories).
People of a non-Christian and different cultural background still provide a first name, but
they have their own cultural features and meanings. These days some first names are not linked to
any cultural background. Parents create names depending on what appeals to them at the time – it
could be inspired by the latest fashions, movies (e.g. Katniss, Django), fads, objects, and sheer
strangeness and even humour:
For girls in 2012: Ace, Kiaxin, Krittika, Thinn, Yoga
For boys: Aero, Burger, Espn, Haven’T, Kix, Jax, Dax, Pexx, Wux, Qaxxax, Pawk, Rysk
… and you thought you had problems with old Ukrainian origin names?!

As we all very well know, every year the birthday is remembered and marked in some
way depending on the circumstances. Here in Australia everyone knows what the typical
birthday celebration bash is - it is a happy occasion, celebrated in many different ways,
from quiet special family dinners to big parties held in places that take their fancy.
Children especially look forward to birthdays, in particular their own, because it is party
time … with cake, soft-drinks, gifts and much singing of happy birthday … It is usual for
family and friends to wish the person happy things and often buy them a gift for the
occasion. At the same time, for adults beyond a certain age, it helps keep count of the
number of years that have been lived since the day of birth … a kind of life’s meter. Not
everyone wants to keep counting …!
Some birthdays are big affairs, milestones in a way, but as the years pass by
others are quiet and sometimes not looked forward to at all … the more so when the
number gets larger and the ‘milestone’, inevitable as it is, reminds a person of the ‘weight
of years on their shoulders’ and what they now cannot do as much, or as well (nor both)
… (to put it mildly) …

Namesakes: - a namesake is person who has the same name as another person.
According to Ukrainian customary ways, with its Christian, cultural, and historical
background, birthdays were and largely still are approached differently. The actual birthdate itself is
formally recorded, but the focus of attention thereafter shifts to the name given to the child.
Traditionally, the name chosen was often from a pool of Christian names and historical-cultural
names usually reflected in the Church calendar and/or in its culture and history. The two are often
inter-mixed as some Ukrainian historical names have made their way into the Ukrainian Christian
religious culture, while a whole range of names associated with Christianity have made their way
into Ukrainian culture.
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It is not unusual for the name given to a child to be the name of the saint in the Church
calendar for day (or neighbouring day) on which the child was born. So, if a boy was born on 12
July, then by custom he would be named either Peter or Paul, because according to the Ukrainian
Church calendar that day is designated for celebrating Saints Peter and Paul. If a daughter is born,
then quite often the name may be modified to a female version, for example, Paul for males (in
Ukrainian: Pavlo) modified to Pauline as the female version; or Michael (in Ukrainian: Mykhailo) to
the female version Mykhailyna. However, this may not work well for all names.
That day is known as the person’s ‘name day’ and all people with the name Peter or Paul
(Pavlyna) would each be treating this day as their ‘birthdays’, as would their family and friends –
so, it is party time in the customary way with hearty greetings, food, drink and much merriness …
However, one of the effects is that, generally, people are aware of the dates of the name days. So,
when someone hears that your name is Peter or Paul, they often extend their greetings for the
occasion, even though they be strangers, and it is not actually the birth date itself – this is socially
a widely acceptable practise.
So to all Peter and Pauls – their day was 12 July - and so: Mnohiyi Lita, mnohiyi lita,
mnohiyi lita …
[Peter & Paul: …. No more needs to be said ….]

Another example is the name of Olha (often spelled in English as Olga). The name itself comes
from Ukrainian history. It is one of the most popular female names in Ukraine and has been for
many centuries. Parents chose the name without paying much attention to the saints name on the
day the child was born. However, the Ukrainian Church calendar even in these times designates
24 July to celebrate the original Olha (Queen Regent) for her contribution to Christianity. So,
according to custom, this is a big day for all women who have the name Olha, and so everyone
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and anyone could and should extend their best wishes
and greetings to each and every one … let the
celebrations begin …! And you are just in time for this
year …!. In the Church Service on the day the priest
usually extends special greetings and best wishes to all
the women with that name - Ol’ha and Olya … mnohiyi
lita! (three times no less!) The same applies to the name
‘Volodymyr’, which according to the Church calendar is
set to be celebrated on 28th July. For those in Australia it
means they can have two ‘birthday’ celebrations each
year! … (If you don’t practise it, try it out, for it is a party
after all …)

Both Olha (Olga) and Volodymyr do not in some way come from the names found in the
Bible, yet both have been very popular in Ukraine (and versions of it in neighbouring countries)
throughout the centuries. For example, the name Volodymyr is from the Old East Slavic language,
and Olha (Olga) has similar origins. Also, the influence of ancient Greece should not be surprising
given the history of ancient Greek settlements on the shores of the Black Sea and Volodymyr’s
adoption of Christianity from Byzantium (Constantinople) with all its rich religious style and look.
As for names, here are examples of some other common Ukrainian names that even
people here in Australia have (because they were brought by their parents):
Ukrainian

usual English equiv.

FEMALE names
Anna
Iryna
… from the Greek derived from the meaning of ‘peace’.

Anna (biblical)
Irene

Maria
Maria, Mary
… Ukrainian form of the name which originally comes from Greek Μαρια, from Hebrew
(see MARY) and from which came the Latin version, Maria. Maria is the usual form of the name in
many European languages, as well as a secondary form in other languages such as English
(where the common spelling is Mary). Usual English form of Maria, which was the Latin form of the
New Testament Greek names Μαριαμ (Mariam) and Μαρια (Maria) - the spellings are
interchangeable - which were from the Hebrew name
(Miryam). The meaning is not known for
certain, but there are several theories including "sea of bitterness", "rebelliousness", and "wished
for child". However it was most likely originally an Egyptian name. In some countries, for example
Germany, Poland and Italy, Maria is occasionally used as a masculine middle name.
Natalka
Natalie, Natasha, Natalia
… From the Late Latin name Natalia, which meant "Christmas Day" from Latin: natale
domini. This was the name of the wife of the 4th-century martyr Saint Adrian of Nicomedia. She is
regarded as a saint in the Orthodox Church, and the name has traditionally been more common
among Eastern Christians than those in the West. Became more popular amongst Ukrainians after
the lead character in a Ukrainian operetta ‘Natalka Poltavka’ (Natalka from Poltava). There are
many variations of the name across different countries.
Nina
Nina
… short form of names that end in nina, such as ANTONINA or GIANNINA. Believed to
have its origins in Near Eastern culture.
Olena
… Ukrainian form of Helen from the Greek.

Olena
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Olha (Old Norse, meaning ‘holy)
Olga
… The Varangians brought it from Scandinavia before the 9th century.
MALE Names
Pavlo
Paul (biblical)
Petro
Peter (biblical)
Serhiy
… Ukrainian form of Sergius which has its origins in the ancient Roman language.
Taras
Taras or Terry
… Ukrainian form of the Greek name Ταρασιος (Tarasios), which possibly means "from Taras".
Taras was an Italian city, now called Taranto, which was founded by Greek colonists in the 8th
century BC and was named for the Greek mythological figure Taras, a son of Poseidon. Saint
Tarasios was an 8th-century bishop of Constantinople. It has a long history of use in Ukrainian
culture associated with the meaning of unsettled, rebellious. The name became even more highly
regarded and popular after the famous national poet Taras Shevchenko, a figure who has become
a symbol of the pursuit of freedom, Ukrainian national identity and humanist.
Vasyl
Basil
… Ukrainian form of the name Basil which comes from the ancient Greek. Female version:
Vasylyna.
Ivan
John
… Newer form of the old Slavic name Іѡаннъ (Ioannu), which was derived from Greek Ioannes
(the English equivalent of which is JOHN).
Volodymyr
Volodymyr or Wolodymyr
… (old East Slavic: meaning ‘possessor of the world, peace’; became even more popular after
Grand Ruler Volodymyr of Kyivan Rus’ (Ukraine) became famous for his time. )
Danylo
Daniel
… is a Ukrainian male given name. The meaning is "possessor of the world, people". English form
is Daniel which derives from the Biblical name in Hebrew that has the meaning ‘God is my Judge’.
Myron
Myron
Originates from Greek μυρον (myron) meaning "sweet oil, myrrh, perfume". Myron was the name
of a 5th-century BC Greek sculptor. Saints bearing this name include a 3rd-century bishop of Crete
and a 4th-century martyr from Cyzicus who was killed by a mob. These saints are more widely
revered in the Eastern Church, and the name has generally been more common among Eastern
Christians. As an English name, it has been used since the 19th century and fairly popular in the
United States during the early part of the 20th century. The popularity of the name declined during
the 1960s and it is very rare today in English-language countries to see young people with the
name Myron. The female equivalent of Myron is considered to be Myra.
Oleksander
Ukrainian form of the Greek name (Alexandros), which meant "defending men". In Greek
mythology this was another name of the hero Paris, and it also belongs to several characters in the
New Testament. However, the most famous bearer was Alexander the Great, King of Macedon. In
the 4th century BC he built a huge empire out of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and parts of India. Due to
his fame, and later medieval tales involving him, use of his name spread throughout Europe.
Sviatoslav
… of Slavic origin. It is composed of the roots for "light" (svęt') and "glory, worship" (slava). It has a
Pre-Christian pagan character and means "one who worships the light". In Christian times the
name's meaning started to be associated with the roots "sveat'" (holy) + "slava" (worship), to be
explained as "One who worships the Holy". A diminutive form for Sviatoslav is Slavik (Ukrainian).
Its feminine form is Sviatoslava / Svetoslava. (Source: Wikipedia)
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Yaroslav (also can be written in English as: Jaroslav, Jaroslaw)
… is a Slavic first name pagan in origin. There are several possible origins of the name
Jaroslav/Yaroslav. It is very likely that originally the two elements of the name referred to Jarilo male Proto-Slavic deity of the sun, spring, and fertility, and ‘slav’ meaning glory, i.e. "glory of the
sun". However, with the adoption of Christianity in the Slavic countries the name began to be
commonly understood not as a reference to a pagan deity, but rather to the "fervent worship of
God"1 of the Bible. (Source: Wikipedia)
[Helpful sources: http://www.behindthename.com/names/usage/ukrainian
Also: Irkliyevskyi, Vasyl, Our Names, their Origin and Meaning, (Munich, 1968)

Even here in Australia the fashion for names has changed, from the typical English, Scottish, Irish
names to quite a variety, and not only from different parts of the world. Although many are quite
recognisable they are very different from the common Tom, Dick and Harry’s of decades past.
Here are the top 10 most popular baby names in Australia for 2012, and for Ukraine in 2010:
Girls
Australia
Ukraine
(for 2012) (for 2010)

Boys
Australia
Ukraine
(for 2012) (for 2010)

Amelia
Lilly
Isabella
Emily
Chloe
Charlotte
Zoe
Isabelle
Olivia
Sophie

Oliver
Lucas
Ethan
Thomas
Noah
Cooper
James
Jackson
Liam
Xaviar

Anastasia
Sophia
Maria
Anna
Dariya
Viktoria
Polina
Kateryna
Yelysaveta
Alena

Oleksander
Maxym
Artym
Danylo
Nikita
Vladyslav
Denys
Andriy
Dmytriy
Kyrylo

When growing up here in Australia many of us had all kinds of experiences with our names that
were not known or difficult to pronounce by people not of the same background (because language
does make a difference!). A young man of Ukrainian background and with a Ukrainian name,
Myron Orest Lysenko, in Victoria, remembers his times and wrote a poem (in English) that was
published in a little book of poetry in English, ironically, in Kyiv, in 2000. He describes his
experiences quite well, so here is the poem:

Myron Orest Lysenko
I thought my name was Merron
until I went to school
and the teachers called me Myron.
They thought I was slow because
I took so long to respond.
I told them to call me Merron, to roll the r-rrs.
They sat me down and taught me how to spell.
M,y.r.o.n … Myron
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My family called me Merron;
the teachers – Myron,
and the school kids picked up
on my middle name
so because of Oris Wrist Watches,
I became Orest wish-wash
which was a great joke in the playground
and I tried to enjoy the fame of it.
We played kiss-chassey around the shelter sheds
and I thought I was a winner because
I was never caught and kissed
and I wanted to protect that record,
so when it was the boys’ turn to chase
I went off to play marbles behind the school burner
with Charlie DePopolo
and Bob Lenon and Tony Bevalaqua
who liked me because I was a lousy player
and always had lots of marbles,
as my parents owned a milk bar.
Only the kids who called me Merron
were allowed a share of lollies
I used to have in my pockets.
At high school, most of the kids
my size were in the toughies gang
but I was the moody quiet one with
a soccer ball between the legs
and a name which turned into Moron LeStinko.
When they made jokes with
my name I’d hit them with my fists
because my father always told me
to defend my name and pride.
The shy Ukrainian became the mad Russian,
Count Moron LeStinko.
And the scars on my face
and knuckles show how often I exploded.
The girls came up with their own variations –
Moron lice-in-his-hair-oh,
or the more-on-the-merrier.
I didn’t know how to respond;
I turned red and turned away.
I was too embarrassed
to ask my father what to do.
I finished school and ran away from home
and told strangers my name
was Sebastian, or Michael, or Norman.
I acted differently with each name
and tried hard to fit in.
I learned how to play Aussie Rules
and the club called me Cowboy
because I loved to fly for spectacular marks.
Ride’em Cowboy, they yelled, and I loved it.
Opponents tried to put me off my game
by making fun
of my nickname but it never
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seemed to worry me.
They said I kicked the footy like a horse
but I didn’t care, I was
a happy anonymous Cowboy.
I secured a job as a clerk for Telecom
and Cowboy seemed somehow
inappropriate in the office
and everybody called me Myron
except my immediate supervisor
who called me moron whenever
I made mistakes.
I made mistakes often and I suffered quietly
but one afternoon he called me to his desk
with a loud: moron,
what’s this you’ve done here,
and I quickly walked to him
and hit him in the ribs
and I yelled: Myron! My name’s Myron!
You got that?
I sat at my desk afraid
I’d be sacked or disciplined
But nothing happened and my supervisor
never talked to me again.
One day, I was drinking with my best friend,
Lying on the floor,
and he accidentally mispronounced my name
and I lost my temper and stomped on his chest.
He couldn’t understand my rage
and our friendship fell apart.
Eventually I apologised and slowly we
became friends again.
I stopped being defensive about my name
and began to feel confident with it.
Friends said they were envious
because it sounded exotic.
I found a girlfriend who thought Myron
was nice and cute
and different and I thought:
Yeah, it’s a good one, a lucky name.
My name is Myron Orest Lysenko
and its wonderful.
[Poem by Myron Orest Lysenko published in: I’m Ukrainian mate! New Australian Generation of
Poets. Edited by Sonia Mycak, published by ‘Alternativy’, Kyiv, 2000. pp.25-27]
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GENERAL INFORMATION

- ZDVYH IN SYDNEY As you by now know, Ukrainian communities from around Australia came together for
the XIVth National Ukrainian Festival in Sydney
held over the Queen’s Birthday weekend, 7 – 9 June 2013.
Throughout the festival period a variety of events were held:
 Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox Religious Exhibition
 Exhibit of paintings, sculptures, woodwork, pysanky, embroidery by
Australian-Ukrainian artists as well as Ukrainian National Costumes
at the St. Andrews Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall (57 Church St., Lidcombe
On Sunday 9th , afternoon 1:30pm, a Gala Concert Extravaganza was held at the Sydney Town
Hall.
You can see a great many colourful photos and videos (and get copies for yourself)
from the festival events on the following website:
Http://zdvyh2013.shutterfly.com
~~~~~

The 10th World Congress of Ukrainians to be held in Lviv
over the three days of 20-22 August this year.
The Congress (founded in 1967) will have delegates from 33 countries where Ukrainians
live and have organisations that are part of the Congress organisational structure. There
will also be representatives of Ukrainian organisations from an additional 14 other
countries with which the Congress has working relationships, as well as the broad
population of Ukraine.
The Congress apart from reviewing its activities of the past five years will focus its
attention on the following main issues: the integration of Ukraine with the EU; Ukrainians in
the wider world; the 80th anniversary of the imposed tragedy of the HOLODOMOR. On the
last day the election of its new leader will take place.
This Xth Congress has as its inspirational theme the words from a powerful poem written
in 1893 by the revered Ukrainian national figure, Lesya Ukrayinka: ‘Hope Against Hope’
(Contra Spem Spero) – to believe unwaveringly in a better future for Ukrainians and their
country.

Advertisement:

For your insurance needs please consider

CATHOLIC CHURCH INSURANCE (CCI)
CCI provides a range of insurance for your various needs: travel, home, contents, motor
vehicle, personal accident and other.
CCI operates under mutual principles placing Church community interests ahead of
commercial profits. This parish receives financial support from operating profits made by
TRAVEL AND TOUR UKRAINE IN AUGUST … Last chance
CCI.
Contact: ph 1300 655 003

www.catholicchurchinsurance.org.au
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You can take advantage of travelling to Ukraine in a group guided tour from Australia.
The group tour includes return airfares, accommodation and for group tour within
Ukraine. The itinerary includes a stay in Kyiv that features participation in the
ceremony of the dedication of the new Cathedral of the Resurrection of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church that is being built in Kyiv. It is the central place for the
Ukrainian Catholic Church. The same ceremony will also be marking the 1025th
anniversary of the introduction of Christianity to Ukraine by Volodymyr the Great.
[More on these upcoming events in the next Issue]







The tour departs Australia 12 Aug , spends 14 days in Ukraine and departs
Ukraine (Lviv) on 26 August.
The cities to be visited are: arrive Kyiv, then to Kaniv (Shevchenko site),
Chernihiv, Ternopil, Krements, then several towns of Buchach, Zolochiv, and
final destination of Lviv.
The tour price includes airfares, accommodation, breakfasts and dinners,
transport in Ukraine, tours and admission to sites.
The cost is now $4,200 Aust. per person (because of the falling dollar)
You have to obtain your own visa from the Consulate of Ukraine in Canberra,
and your own travel insurance.
CONTACT DETAILS: You can discuss and get more
details about the Tour by contacting the Ukrainian
Tour organiser:
St. Martins Travel Service (Sydney):
George Sywak (Юрій Сивак)
9644 82080
E-mail: georgesywak@optusnet.com.au
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