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CALENDAR - s o[ 11 ot
The Religious Service is held every Sunday at 9:30am
Selected dates are highlighted as dates with special significance in the
Parish and Community Calendar of events

Feast day of Queen (Knyhynnia) Olha (s dz¥ ¢ d dz¥ ).[ dz' ¢
Each year Queen Olha is honoured because as Queen of Kyivan
Rusd6(Ukraine) she converted to Chr
much to spread the religion before it was introduced later by Kniaz
Volodymyr in 988AD.
Service: 9:30 am

Feast day of Grand Ruler Volodymyr The Great, (I sdztsH  d3d tc
ldddSdR e MisdIsi g Thivyeds Gkratagns will be
celebrating the 1025th Anniversary of Christianity in Ukraine: Introduced
by Grand Ruler Volodymyr the Great, in 988AD.

Service: 9:30 am

After the Service there will be a Reception - Everyone welcome.

Service: 9:30am -to celebrate four important occasions for the
parish and community:
1: To be part of the world-wide spiritual participation in the Dedication of
the Churchds n(@&aoborCa thd Redurradtion of Christ on the
banks of the Dnipro river in Kyiv, and now the centre of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church.

The Dedication marks the 1025™ ANNIVERSARY of the Introduction
to Christianity to Ukraine by Grand Ruler Volodymyr the Great in 988AD.
2. The 44™ Anniversary of the completion and Blessing of this Parish
Church (3rd Aug): The Church in honour of the Pokrova
(Construction had started a year earlier on 11 Aug 1968)

3. The 64™ Anniversary of the arrival of Ukrainian refugee
immigrants from Europe by ship directly to Newcastle and the Greta
Migrant camp (19 Aug. 1949). The ship was the Fairsea.

4: A religious occasion: as this
Sunday is the Eve of the
Transfiguration (which falls on the
following day) the age-old Ukrainian
custom of blessing fruits will take
place at the end of the Service.

After the Service there will be Special
Refreshments for all families -
parishoners and members of the
community T Everyone welcome.

Feast of the Transfiguration (oW Ists 1 tcj sB Oy J dadzgv |
Service: 9:30 am

The 64" Anniversary of the arrival of Ukrainian refugee immigrants from
Europe by ship directly to Newcastle and then to Greta Migrant camp
(1949). The ship was the Fairsea.



Saturday Ukrainian Independence Day
24/8/2013 22" Anniversary (since 1991)

Sunday The PATRON DAY of the Parish: The Feast of the Pokrova: The
13/10/2013 Protection of the Blessed Mother of God
Service: 9:30 am
After the Service there will be a Reception and Meal. All families,
parishoners and members of the community T everyone welcome.

Sunday FATHERS DAY é
1/9/2013 Service: 9:30 am
Af ter the Service refreshments anc

Thursday St Nicholas Feast Day

19/12/2013 Service: 9:30 am
The start of the Ukrainian Chri st
Mykolay i ( [ d ¢ t5)dzO 2

Wednesday Christmas Day (Australia)

25/12/2013
1 January NEW YEAR (Australia)
2014 START OF JUBILEE YEAR:

Taras Shevchenko 200™ Anniversary 1814 0 2014

€. ABOUT THI S | SSUE ¢é.

This is Issue #5 and highlights the various
IMPROVEMENTS that have been made around the Church,
some that are still being made, and some are still ideas on
the Wish List that need to be sorted out at the next meeting
é

So, Issue #5 shows a broader range of work carried out by
various people in different timesé t h m she Tractor group
as well as a range of volunteers who helped maintain and
improve the Hall and Church é their guiding motto has
been:

é f i,updateitor replace it, and, where ibl e é

make it a little bit nicer!

p o

Hug..Hug.Hug



Dondét for WEXT 6" for€013) B -B-Q
and Meeting of the Parish is scheduled for
Thursaay 15 August. The new BBQ will be fired

7

up again (worked beautifully last ime) € ! BYO
(kovbasal!land ohi)r ky &

Start BBQ at 5.00pm Jd more renovations talk as
well as preparations for events to come will be
featured. Will be  followed by fascinating

Meeting 6:00pm 0 the more the merrier.

Everyone is WELCOME!

Arah 28 A8

It i s that season é to prepare the garoc
€ ware seeking advice and suggestions from you about planting flowers and improving the

garden for spring and summer. There are many people who know what to do and what to plant.

Not long ago Taras Melenewycz and pani Duma have turned plots overgrown with weeds into

attractive garden areas on the property. We would
makes the place I ook nicer, but also makes peopl e
smel |l t herthetagerdsr( & asyloko) €.
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A  WORDSL®VO: from Fr. Paul Berezniuk
| have always been well provided for. | have not experienced real fear nor hunger.

| have listened to many of our people, our many parents who have experienced fear, hunger and
isolation.

Listening to their harrowing stories, as tears form in their eyes, does not help me understand their
experiences.

| just know that | do not want to find out for myself.

Yet, whilst I may not fully appreciate their experiences, | have learned and cherished much from
their stories.

| have learned that we depend on "mother earth", for
- upon her we build our homes
- upon her we walk as she supports us without complaint
- we eat the foods she produces to nourish us
- we are made of her, and
- to her, we shall return.

I have also learned about faith.

That there is no need to explain matters of faith that we do not understand, because -
"Faith is simply knowing those things, that we do not know".

Please do not underestimate or dismiss this statement.

Faith | learned, is not about believing, but about knowing.

| have learned, that what our parents, especially our mothers teach us about solid moral values
and trust in God is good enough.

There does not have to be a need to find out if they are right, because when we search for or
test those solid truths, we learn sooner or later, that they are right.

| have learned that although my home may be a sad place, maybe even dark and lonely, it is my
place. It is my home.

Home, that beautiful word "home", is from where we depart and to where we return.
It is my place and my responsibility.

It is where | have shelter and comfort.

Everywhere else, is not like "home".

| have learned, that "home" is cherished, even when it is taken for granted.
For our parents who experienced fear, hunger, isolation,

hardship, loneliness, and amongst other things, sleepless nights not m
knowing what awaits them the next day - home is their kingdom. ¢

)

\
| learned, that our parents, without assistance, got on with life and J ‘
overcame hardship because they instinctively knew that it was their life }
and that only they can live it. Blaming was a waste of time.

Our parents, instinctively worked hard, saved and spent only on
necessities, their children had to be well fed and nurtured in many fields,

and most importantly - educated. q

Fr. Paul Berezniuk.

Our parents did not want us to experience what they experienced -
fear, hunger and hardship.

We say that we love our parents and cherish their memory i sometimes,
I wonder if we really do!

N
X
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A FEW WORDS : (NEXT MEETING, 15 August, 2013)

N From the Chairperson, MEETING MEETING

Yarry Netl uc

Welcome everyone!

}\

L
=

The period leading up Ukrainian Easter in early May and continuing through to Remembrance

Sunday (Pomynal é6na Nedil ya) has b agatans, thai dolburfub f

Easter celebrations, the remembrance activiti
Nedilya. All this was covered with some satisfaction at our previous BBQ and Meetings on 30 May
and 18 July 2013 7 well done to everyone involved!

During this time we have enjoyed not only the full celebrations of the traditional Ukrainian
Velykden (Easter) but we have also been involved one way or another with quite a wide variety of
preparations for them, whether small or not so small. In fact, when the work done is looked at
closely far more was done than was expected.

What | mentioned, in general, in the previous PART C of Issue #4, is that quite a range of
work had been done, but could not be covered in the TRACTOR because of all the other events
that were covered. You may remember that the Church entry doors were given a substantial
makeover (not fire-engine red anymore), the stairs at the side of the Church have been given a
new and brighter look, and of course the front landscape of the Church, (the fagade), has changed
remarkably, and then there is the present appearance of the toilet block itself T already
unrecognisable though some additional work has already been planned out in detail. | am sure that

you are aware of many of these changesandpossi bly even more (because

In this Issue #5 we summarise the main improvements done at various times and some of
the improvements in progress.
But it is now the winter season. This gives us the opportunity to finish off some tasks in

progress and to start making some preparations

a time of renewal of plants, appearance of new flowers and other things and of course the warmer
weather.

As before, appreciation and thanks are due to all the enthusiastic and generous people who
have contributed to making the celebrations go so well for the enjoyment of all who attended, and
of course, the people who worked on the various improvements that benefit the parish into the
future. We also encourage everyone to take an interest, lend a hand, help find things and make
suggestions é come along and participate in t
support are valued.

And donét ©Huo negtarnteetingds on Thursday 15 August at 6.00p.m. with a
BBQ beforehand at 5.00p.m BYO. Many things of interest to be covered i looking ahead to
some big days especially the BIG, BIG DAY OF CELEBRATIONS on 18 August (see
Calendar) All are welcome!

= =

Note: This TRACTOR issue is distributed to a broader group of people who have expressed their wish to be
kept in the loop about the various activities within our community.

If you have any interesting information, pictures about something about the Parish and community life
you are welcome to send the information to the sender of this e-mail and it will be considered.

Should you wish not to be on the distribution list, please reply to the E-Mail
ukrchurch.newcastle@iinet.net.au, and your address will be taken off the list.

Thanking you all.

ac i
a

n



AS YEARS GO BY &

There are a number of people from our
community and parish whose health has given way
to the point that they are limited in what they can do,
and where they can go. Some are now even in Aged
Care Homes and hospitals. Everyone is encouraged . 9)
to contact them, send them a card and even visit € \'\j%’
them to say hello and cheer them up a little so that
they know that they are

m :\m_,"b-‘.::};* =

The Parish expresses best wishes to each of these people for better health, and
comfortable convalescence. We also wish the families of these people strength and
good health in all that they do.

Taras Melenewycz
C A Brown Nursing Home & Hostel
Pilgrim Lodge
87 Toronto Road,
Booragul NSW 2284 tel. 02 4958 0000

Louise Basza
Jesmond Grove Hostel

Acacia Place
101 Mordue Pde, (end of the road and 1st building)
Jesmond NSW 2299 tel. 4951 4369

Levko & Kateryna Dzus [note change of address]
Maroba Manor

Age Care Centre

58 Edith St 2298

Waratah tel. 4935 0300

Oleksa Stankewycz

High Care

Lindsay Gardens Aged Care Facility

137a Lindsay Street,

Hamilton NSW 2303

Note - there is also an entry from Percy Street, Hamilton.
tel 4969 8222

Maria Lodo

Raymond Terrace Gardens Nursing Centre

Paterson (section)

15 Sturgeon Street North

Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324 tel. 4987 2170



Leon Sokulsky

Domain Macquarie Place

Cleary (section)

60 Northlakes Drive

Cameron Park, NSW 2285 tel. 4944 1300

Wolodymyr Kozy

Fronditha Care Hippocrates

30 Crebert Street,

Mayfield, NSW 2304 tel. 4016 4160

Michael Kowaltschny

Maitland Nursing Home

28 Broughton Street

Rutherford, NSW 2320 tel. 4932 6688

NEBKO [OXYC
LEO DZUS

It should not be forgotten that Mr Dzus has a special

role in the Parish @ he has been here from

the beginning and was one of the members of the original
Building Committee that organised the building of the

parish Hall 9 the one that we the parish and community
use to this very day !

The Parish would appreciate being informed about other people from the Parish and the
Ukrainian community generally who find themselves in a similar situation.
Please let Fr Paul know.

GET WELL wishes é

Get well to all people from the parish and community those who
have been ill and have been to hospital
the Parish wishes you get well quickly and
that you stay healthy and in good spirits é !




SOCI AL MI LESTONES ¢é
Pozdorovlyayemo vsikh Vas! é

MORE birthday s 0 several people we know in the community and parish have their
birthdays in July.

TIETPO HAKOHEYHWA
PETRO NAKONECZNYJ

9 181‘
birthday

on 11 July 2013
and
Ukrainia n name day , Petro, on 12 July

Oy eANhi h Br2Ahi4
- A magnificent double Milestone - Happy Birthday !

We have also been informed that another community member,

Hryhorij (Gregory) LOGVYN, of Tarro,

reached his milestone of 91 years last month, on the 15 ™ of June.

Oy eNhi hHh Br2A0h
Happy Birthday e !




Greetings and Best wishesto  you and everyone! &

- Nina Melenewycz , birthday was on the 17th July

And to all the women in the community who have as their name Olya (Olga) 8 Of 6 A2 ,
Ofrgor variations thereof ¢é

your nameday is 24 July

(another excellent reason to have a second party with the proper accessories - many
of the nice things €& c akdmakekureryaurspoused, and |
understands that celebrations are in order! ).

Not to forget all the males who are named Volodymyr ( Zef e EQér (o)

their name day is 28 ™ July

The Parish expresses its hearty congratulations and best wishes

* 0
to all with many bouquets of flowers, and a glass of wine raised >
to your health of course oo))

T AJ T
Mnohiyilita, M nohi yi Lita, é. ./ M L/t
*

[Eachcan cel ebrate twice a year ¢é reapd 6What 6s
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LI VI NG LEGACY FROM 1025 YEARS AG

Do you r e meomyp @& shorté5 years go how we here as a community in Newcastle
celebrated in a big way the Millenium (1,000 years) of the Christianity in Ukraine? Do you should
remember all the activities and events, the people involved in helping organise one thing or
another, participating, performing é the public
Auditorium of Merewether High School, the gala concert (and the cutting of the huge ceremonial

cake at the end of it), the Ukrainian Cultural Exhibition at the Newcastle Art Gallery ceremonially
opened by the Lord mayor, and did you hear the bells of Christchurch Cathedral ring out across the

city on midday Sunday to mark the historical occasion? Yes, much was done with the generous

efforts of various people i women, children and men. That was then, the year was 1988.

Time has moved on and it is now 25 years later. This year of 2013 marks the 1025"

E

anniversary of the introduction of Christianity t

changed, and of course more so for, and in Ukraine i now an independent country (despite all the
problems and continuing challenges that need to be dealt with) i this was not the case 25 years
ago.

Lets turn our minds to this year i marking the 1025™ Anniversary.

"It it is in this month of July that the 1025™ anniversary of the
. adoption of Christianity will be formally celebrated in Kyiv and
elsewhere It was formally proclaimed in Kyiv by the leader of
Ukraine at the time, Grand Ruler ( Vel ykyi Kni
VOLODYMYR in 988AD. Kyiv was the capital of the country i
it was the centre of power, commerce, religion and culture of
i the territory that we Kknownobf as
| Russia - there was no Moscow until several hundred years
later).

Volodymyr had travelled to the city Chersonesos (Korsun) on

Christian faith of the time from Constantinople, which was the
capital of the Byzantine Empire (there was no catholic or
# orthodox versions T that came later). At the same time, by
arrangement, he also married there the sister of the ruler of the
Byzantine Empire, Basil Il. Her name was Anna. They then
travelled back to Kyiv proclaiming the adoption of Christianity
for his people and country. That happened in 988AD.

Volodymyr Sviatoslavych ‘
the Great, 980 - 1015

Al l t hat was a | ong, l ong time ago é and many,
that year, and much has happened during that time. The rich Ukrainian religious Christian tradition,

with all its colourful and unique customs, has developed to become a defining part of our ancestral
Ukrainian cultural heritage.

So, in this month of July, on the days of the 27™ and 28", Ukraine will be celebrating in Kyiv the
1025™ anniversary of the introduction of Christianity to Ukraine. Also, people of Ukrainian ancestry
in other places of the world will also be marking this historical event with the people in the
communities where they live.

11

the Black Sea coast of todayds Cr
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Some have asked, why have the celebrations on those dates in July?
As it happens the date of the 28" in the
calendar of orthodox Churches is dedicated to
honouring Grand Prince Volodymyr while the
date of the 24™ of July is dedicated to honouring
Knyahynia (Queen Regent) Olha (or Olga).
Why Queen Ol ha?é Olha was Volodymyrds
relative - he was her nephew.

Some background:  Queen Olga ruled from
about 945 to about 964. Her husband was the
ruler Prince lhor who was Killed in a battle early
in their married life when their son, Sviatoslav,
was only about 3 years old.

Because Sviatoslav inherited his fathe r 6 s
position but was too young to rule, his mother,
Olha, ruled the kingdom in his place. When
Sviatoslav became an adult he took over as
ruler sometime in about 964.

Olha died on 11 July 969 at the age of
79. During her time she personally converted to
Christianity having travelled to Constantinople,
the capital of the Byzantine empire at the time,
and discussed this matter and political
relationships with the Emperor. This was before Volodymyr who took on Christianity decades later.
She was a very effective ruler and promoted the spread of Christianity in the kingdom.

It was only after the rule of two others from the same dynasty, her sons, Sviatoslav (ruled
for only 8 years: 964 to 972), followed by Yaropolk (ruled only 8 years: 972 to 980). Then
Volodymyr, who was their half-brother, took the throne to the kingdom i at the age of about 22.
(His actions to gain power is a separate story - they make fiction appear tame.)

In the | ate 9806s Vol odymyr decided to move
considered several options (Muslim, Jewish and Christianity). He realised that it was in his best
interests to basically make the
choice that Queen Olha made. He
converted to Christianity and
adopted it for his kingdom in
988AD. He was only about 30 at
the time.

Vol odymyr 6s adoption of
Christianity took place in the

ancient Greek city of Chersonesos

that lies on the shores of the Black

Sea in todaybés Cri mea. I'ts origins
go back about 2,500 vyears -

before the Christian era. The

present city of Sevastopol

surrounds the remains of the

ancient city.

By arrangement, that is the same

place where he married Anna, the

sister of the Byzantine Emperor.
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