Ukrainian Catholic Parish
Парафія - Української Католицької Церкви
Newcastle and Hunter, 105 Gosford Rd, Adamstown
e-mail: ukrchurch.newcastle@iinet.net.au ph: 02 4961 3651

From the life and activities associated with the Parish and the community
3 MAY 2015

ISSUE #21

TRACTOR issues can be accessed at: http://catholicukes.org.au/parishes/newcastle/

PARISH-COMMUNITY
CONTENTS of Issue #21










ABOUT THIS ISSUE.
WORD
Calendar (for May)
AS YEARS GO BY …
GET WELL
SOCIAL MILESTONES
ENGAGEMENT and PHOTO winning competition (ties in with art)
VELYKDEN-EASTER … Ukrainian way

…. ABOUT THIS ISSUE ….
Issue #21 has as its theme OF the VELYKDEN-EASTER Festivities with Ukrainian traditional
approach.

Photos courtesy of Yuri Jaremus
Selected graphic images are from the public domain on the internet.
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Ukrainian Catholic Parish Pokrova - The Protection of the Mother God
Українська Католицька Парафія Покрови
Newcastle and Hunter Region,
105 Gosford Rd, Adamstown
e-mail: ukrchurch.newcastle@iinet.net.au ph: 02 4961 3651

CALENDAR - КАЛЕНДАР
Religious Service is held every Sunday at 9:30am
Selected dates are highlighted as dates with special significance in the Parish and
Community Calendar of events

May
Wednesday
6/5/2015
MAY
Sunday
10/5/2015

Parish Meeting 6:00pm
Mothers Day
Service: 9:30 am
Бажаємо всім Матерям кріпкого здоров’я і
багато радощів із своєї родини ! Нехай Бог
Вас береже.

MAY
22/5/2015

 Taras Shevchenko 
The second stage of the anniversary commemorating the return of
Taras Shevchenko to his homeland Ukraine where he was laid to
rest in Kaniv - atop the mound overlooking the Dnipro and the
boundless rolling fields (steppes).

MAY ZELENI SVYATA (Trinity – Triytsya- Feast Day)
31/5/2015 The PENTECOST
Service:
9:30 am
[Note: Queen’s Birthday weekend – Public Holiday June Monday 8th)

Put it in your 2015 diary:
the NEXT Parish Meeting is scheduled
for
WEDNESDAY
6 May 2015 at 6:00pm
… with light refreshments …

Much to talk about – to catch-up after the festive
season and to think ahead.
The more the merrier …
Don’t forget …..

Everyone is WELCOME
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Greetings from Fr. Paul Berezniuk
Greeting everyone with the age-old traditional Ukrainian Christian Velykden’-Easter
greeting:

Khrystos Voskres!
("Christ is risen!”)

Voistynu Voskres
(“Indeed He is risen!")
The following is an extract with some adaptations of a presentation made by Fr. Paul Babie at the
Eparchial Sobor in Melbourne on the weekend 25-26 April, 2015.
The presentation draws extensively on the work of John D Zizoulas, Being as Communion:
Studies in Personhood and the Church (SVS Press, 1997)

Fr. Paul Berezniuk.

Church or ‘Embracing the Other’
I. INTRODUCTION
We need to return to the very origins of what it means to be Church in order to think about
how we foster and serve unity.
ukrchurch
This involves ‘embracing the other’ or moving beyond what is familiar to us.
‘Embracing the other’ is the very essence of what it means to be a Church:
inclusive, representative, attuned to many voices within and beyond the Church
community.
That is what it takes to foster and serve unity.
To understand embracing the other, we need to understand what we mean by ‘Church’.
Understanding 'Church', one understands ‘embracing the other’.
As this is a rather complex theological concept, you are asked to bear with the article.
II. WHAT DO I MEAN BY ‘CHURCH’? ‘EMBRACING THE OTHER’!
At a very basic level, ‘Church’ means not the building in which people gather, but
rather the divinely established assembly or convocation of people that gathers there for a
religious purpose.
In this article, it is suggested that what ‘Church’ really means, is that we must ‘embrace the
other’.
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By this we do not mean physical embracing, but rather ‘embrace’ in the sense of being
open to and accepting of others and of their needs.
We mean transcending those things which we perceive make us different than someone
else, or some other group of people.
To explain, we will be drawing upon the thought of John Zizioulas, a well-known Eastern
Christian theologian. (John Zizioulas, Being as Communion:Studies in Personhood
and the Church (St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 1997)
To understand the meaning of Church and 'embracing the other', we need to ask two
questions:
1. What is the origin of the Church and,
2. What is the essence of the Church?
Origin of the Church.
The origin of the Church is simple: it is divinely established. Our Church owes its origins
to the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).
The Church is divinely established by the Trinity as part of its plan for our salvation.
Our Church is also Christ-centered, which means that it is the Body of Christ.
The Body of Christ is really another way of saying that the Church is the people of God; it
is you, me, our bishop, our priests, our deacons, our religious, but most importantly, it is all
the people which it comprises.
While Christ is the head, we all make up the Body. Finally, the Holy Spirit constitutes our
Church, which is to say that the Holy Spirit holds together the people of God through
communion or community.
Essence of the Church
The essence of the Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic.
While a great diversity of peoples and cultures are gathered together by the Church, the
Church transcends this diversity. It is, therefore, one.
The Church is also holy, which means that in it is deposited the fullness of grace that
proceeds from the Head, Jesus Christ.
The Church is catholic, which is not the same as saying that it recognises the Pope as its
head, although the Ukrainian Catholic Church does. Rather, there is a theological
meaning to ‘catholic’, simply, that it is full, universal, beyond space and time, embracing
all nations, races and genders.
Finally, the Church is founded on the Apostles.
With this background, we can examine the four main themes of Zizioulas’ definition of
Church:
communion, modes of existence, catholicity, and ministry.
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A. Communion.
There is a communion, a community, that exists between the three persons of the Trinity Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This communion is the result of the Father’s freely willed love,
made real by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit IS the communion between the three persons
of the Trinity. Thus, the Trinity is a community of three, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
How does this divine communion translate to our human level? The link between the
communion of the Trinity and our humanity lies in salvation. The divine goal of our
salvation is that the communion within the Trinity should also be realised on the level of
human existence.
And as with the Trinity, for us, for humanity, the Holy Spirit IS communion; the Holy Spirit
brings communion to us too. So, we are bound together as a community by the Holy Spirit.
How do we achieve this communion, and so our salvation?
B. Mode of existence.
This comes through our mode of existence. Not our ‘biological existence’, in other words,
through our conception and birth, but rather, through our ‘ecclesial existence’, which is the
new birth of humanity by baptism into the new existence of the Church.
For us, baptism is God’s adoption of and identification with humankind (through Christ),
which is realised in human history in the Church.
There are two important consequences of our ecclesial existence as a Church.
1. First, the Church brings humanity into a relationship with the world that is not
determined by biology.
2. Second, by offering freedom from nature, it allows humankind to love without
exclusiveness and to transcend every form of exclusiveness.
C. Catholicity
From the ecclesial existence of communion flows catholicity.
This means that the Church is beyond space and time, embracing all nations, races and
genders.
Consider the early Church, which established a deep connection between the idea of unity
of the ‘many’ in the ‘one’ and the eucharistic experience of the Church.
From the earliest time, the coming together of the eucharistic community was seen as the
whole Church.
The eucharistic community—all Christians living in a certain place or city coming together
as one group, usually on a Sunday, to gather round the bishop to break bread—was, and
is, exactly the same as the whole Church united in Christ.
The eucharist was, and is, the highest moment of the Church’s unity; this is
catholicity.
‘Catholic’ has, therefore, come to transcend the difference between local and
universal, or global.
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In the early Church, each eucharistic community was a local from of the global.
This meant that no mutual exclusion between the universal and the local was possible in
the eucharistic context, rather, the one was automatically involved in the other.
The main conclusion that we must take from this notion of catholicity is that the Church is
dynamic, that its ultimate essence lies in the transcendence of all divisions (which blurs the
lines between Church and the world), and that the internal division of the community into
orders of bishop, priests and deacons—ordinations—occurs in the eucharistic setting,
which also comprise the ordinations to the laity through baptism and chrismation.
Thus, no ministry within the Church can be understood outside or above the community;
rather, ministries only make sense in the eucharistic setting.
A local Church is, then, that situation where the saving event of Christ takes root in a
particular local situation with all of the natural, social, cultural and other circumstances
which make up the life and thought of all people living in that place.
Three structural elements are, therefore, essential to the local Church:
(i)
in preaching the Gospel, the Church must make all efforts to reach all cultural
elements in a given location;
(ii)
the experience of Church occurs only when all cultures, classes, professions
and ages of that place are gathered together;
(iii) a ministry—bishop, priests, deacons, and most importantly, laity—with the
eucharist at its head in a particular geographic area is necessary and
indispensable if this transcendence of natural and cultural divisions is to take
place.
An important adjunct of the local church is that it must be in full communion with the rest of
the local Churches in the world.
This is called ‘universality’ of the Church, and it involves three elements:
(i)
the problems and concerns of a local church must be the object of prayer and
active care by every local Church;
(ii)
a certain common basis of the vision and understanding of the Gospel must
exist between a local Church and the rest of the local Churches; and
(iii)
certain structures must be provided which facilitate this communion.
C. Ministry
The final component of understanding of Church is ministry.
Of course this means bishop, priests and deacons, but perhaps most importantly, it also
means the ministry of the laity.
As such, this concept of ministry is not only internally focused on the Church and its
liturgies and prayers, but it is also externally focused beyond the Church.
In the internal ministry, there is no such thing as ‘non-ordained persons’. Along with holy
orders, baptism and chrismation are ordinations of members of the laity into the eucharistic
community.
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All ordinations, therefore, whether baptism, chrismation or holy orders, are acts which
constitute or create the community; the Holy Spirit unites the community by dividing it into
ministries. This creates a community among the ministries of laity, deacons, priests, and
bishop.
From this, internal ministry projects the externally focused ministry.
This is the missionary ministry which every Church must have.
Through an external ministry the eucharistic community assumes the world and refers it
back to the Creator; the Church relates to the world through and in its internal ministry by
being involved IN the world.
This is not a vague mission in general, but a central aspect of the local eucharistic
community.
In order to respond dynamically to the world and its problems, while the internal ministries
of bishop, priest, deacon, and laity are permanent, the external ministries adapt and
change in response to the needs of the time and place, the world, the socio-cultural milieu
in which it exists.
To conclude, then, by ‘Church’ we mean a Christian eucharistic community characterised
by ‘embracing the other.’
Such a community, by its ecclesial mode of existence, transcends all forms of division or
exclusivism wherever there is a local eucharistic community which is bound together
through division into various, institutionally relational ministries (those focused internally,
such as that of bishop, priests, deacons and laity) and those focused externally, whatever
they happen to be.
Thus, the division into ministries is an 'embracing of the other' because no ministry can
make any sense unless seen in the context of the community; the community validates the
ministry so that every person is always embracing the other within the community.
The bishop is the head of such a eucharistic community, his ministry being intrinsically
related to the other ministries—priest, deacons, and laity.
Together all of the ordained, through embracing the other, form the Body of Christ.
And, of course, the external focus of the Church flows from these ministries and allows the
local Church to become a part of the universal Church through communion with all local
Churches, and, perhaps more importantly, allows the local Church to enjoy communion
with (embrace) all of humanity.
This external focus MUST be present if a local eucharistic community is to be truly Church.
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AS YEARS GO BY …
There are a number of people from our community and parish whose
health has given way to the point that they are limited in what they can do, and
where they can go. An increasing number are now in Aged Care Homes
and hospitals and they are not able to participate in community life in the
usual way.
Everyone is encouraged to contact them to wish them well in
the New Year. Send them a card and even visit them to say hello and
cheer them up a little so that they know that they are not forgotten.
Let us not forget that they are the pioneering generation who settled
in this region (and some outside this region) some 65 years ago.
The Parish expresses best wishes to each of these people – for
better health, and comfortable convalescence. We also wish the
families of these people strength and good health in all that they do.
Taras MELENEWYCZ
C A Brown Nursing Home & Hostel
Pilgrim Lodge
87 Toronto Road,
Booragul NSW 2284

tel. 02 4958 0000

Olha GONTARUK
C A Brown Nursing Home & Hostel
Pilgrim Lodge
87 Toronto Road,
Booragul NSW 2284

tel. 02 4958 0000

Levko DZUS
Maroba Manor
Age Care Centre
58 Edith St 2298
Waratah
NSW

tel. 4935 0300

Anna STANKEWYCZ
High Care
Lindsay Gardens Aged Care Facility
137a Lindsay Street,
Hamilton NSW 2303
tel 4969 8222
Note - there is also an entry from Percy Street, Hamilton.
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Maria LODO
Raymond Terrace Gardens Nursing Centre
Paterson (section)
15 Sturgeon Street North
Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324
tel. 4987 2170
Mr Mychajlo KOPKO and Mrs Fenja KOPKO
St. Joseph’s Nursing Home
Maximillian Kolbe House
240 Maitland Rd
Sandgate, NSW, 2304
tel. 4967 0600
Cory MOOY
Calvary Retirement Community Cessnock
19 Wine Country Drive
Cessnock NSW 2325
Mrs Anna PYNIW
Domain Macquarie Place
Boyd Section
60 Northlakes Drive
Cameron Park, NSW, 2285

tel (02) 4993 9000

tel. 4944 1300

Mrs Maria SYDOR
Fronditha Care Hippocrates Aged Care Mayfield
30 Crebert St, Mayfield East, NSW 2304
tel: 4016 4160
Mr Collin ARMITAGE
Wallsend Aged Care Facility
Cnr Longworth Ave & Bean St,
Wallsend. NSW 2287

tel. 4924 6320

Mrs Anna VADORI
St Francis Village
12 Gleeson Street
Eleebana NSW 2282

tel: 4946 8543

Natalia Van De LOOS
(originally from Sydney)
Level 3
Avondale Adventist Aged Care Facility
10 Central Road
Cooranbong NSW 2265
Tel: 4977 0000
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GET WELL wishes …
To all the people from the parish and community who are not well and
some who are in hospital: ….
The Parish wishes that you get well quickly and that you stay
regain your health and strength and remain in good spirits!…
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Бажаємо всім Матерям радощів і щастя зі святом
День Матері !!
10- 5- 2015

Wishing all Mothers happiness and joy on Mother’s Day and each day after …
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SOCIAL MILESTONES …
MANY MORE Birthday People in the parish-community –
Several birthdays of people we know in the community and parish occur
during the month of - May - травень 2015 …
Birthday Greetings and Best wishes to each and all of you! …
Pozdorovlyayemo Vas ! … Поздоровляємо Вас з днем народження!

Ivan SEMCIW, birthday on 5th May / травень;
Anna CHOMYN, birthday on 7th May / травень;
James GRAY, birthday on 8th May / травень,
And a milestone year for:
Anna SATO (NEE DUMA), birthday on 30th May / травень
Maria DUMA, birthday 30th May / травень

The Parish expresses its hearty congratulations and best wishes to all with
many bouquets of flowers, and a glass of wine raised to your good health
for many, many more years to come …!
… AND MANY, MANY MORE HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

Mnohiyi lita, Mnohiyi Lita, …. Mnohiyi Lita…. .!
Многії літа, многії літа ... многії літаааа ... !
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TREASURED GOLDEN MOMENT …DAY OF ENGAGEMENT

Photo taken by
Yuri of himself
and Felicia on the
day in April
when they
became engaged
… a special
moment with the
setting sun
above the
horizon bathing
the waters of
Port Stephens in
golden sunlight
… a heavenly
scene fitting for
the occasion .
Photo taken from
the top of Mount
Tomaree, Port
Stephens.
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(above) Yuri Jaremus, holding his Bachelor of Psychological Science degree,
University of Newcastle, Australia, on Graduation day 11-4-2015
(below l-r) Family memento of the graduation day 11-4-2015: Ihor Jaremus, Felicia Hyde
with fiancé Yuri Jaremus, Nina Jaremus
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CONGRATULATIONS TO YURI JAREMUS
FOR HIS MARVELLOUS ACHIEVEMENT IN COMPLETING HIS DEGREE
IN HIS CHOSEN FIELD OF INTEREST.
It is with much pleasure and appreciation that the community has seen Yuri complete his
studies and become engaged to Felicia to embark on a life together. Yuri has been a constant
and active participant in community life before and during his studies and continues with his
interests.
The community sincerely expresses its genuine wishes that Yuri’s future life be filled with
many opportunities that lead to desired success and a fulfilling life especially together with his
fiancé Felicia … щасти Вам Боже!

(above) Yuri Jaremus, Bachelor of Psychological Science,
University of Newcastle, Australia,
on Graduation day 11-4-2015
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[Icon by Myron Levytsky]

Good Friday, known as Passion Friday (Strasna Pyatnytsya). At the Church
Service it is the custom to carry the Holy Shroud (plashchanytsia) in solemn
procession three times around the church and, after appropriate services, laid
out inside for the faithful to pray by.
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GOOD FRIDAY ceremonies
involve a procession around the Church … the start of the procession …

(below) … carrying the BOOK of GOSPELS

[Photo: by Anna Adnum]
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After the procession re-enters the Church the sombre ceremonies continue …

The sombre setting with the Holy Shroud (plashchanytsia) remains in place until the
start of the Easter Ceremonies Easter Saturday evening …
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On Saturday evening people gather for the Easter Service with its typical Ukrainian colourful
traditions …
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The people leave the Church and after a procession around it halt at the front. The doors are closed. The priest ceremonially strikes the doors three
times that they open …Христос Воскре! (Christ is Risen!) - the people enter to a different scene – in place of the Holy Shroud
(plashchanytsia) … is vacant and there is bright light (‘the tomb is empty’)
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ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС

[Icon
Myron
Levytsky]

by
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“CHRIST IS RISEN ! “

22

In the latter stage of the
Velykden-Easter
Service
the
priest turns to the bountiful
baskets of traditional foods
brought by the families to bless
the them and the contents of the
baskets. The concluding part of
these ceremonies were performed
outside, under the heavens …

Outside under a calm starry night
the traditional baskets of food
brought by the families were set
out with candles lit, in a colourful arc around the entrance of the Church. Here the
priest continued the last stage of the blessing of the bountiful foods so carefully
prepared to celebrate this Velykden-Easter occasion – the Paska home-baked bread,
the pysanky and krashanky eggs, the various cured meats and other delicacies … all to
be thoroughly enjoyed by all the family and friends to break the fast on VelykdenEaster morning … for life is sustained and spiritual life renewed …
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WELCOME to the
JOY OF EASTER-VELYKDEN
the UKRAINIAN WAY

Liliy
Semciw
inviting everyone
to share the joyous
the occasion …
the Ukrainian way
24

Roger McFarlane and Luba Rogers participating in the celebrations …
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Marie and Jim Thomson (with basket in hand) from down Tuggerah way are sharing a
delightful moment with Fr. Paul.
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Bohdan … faithful sentry …

27

Natalie Fischer (nee Melenewycz) enjoying the
Velykden festivities ….
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Many Velykden-Easter greetings are warmly exchanged with friends and acquaintances as well as
being passed on to mutual friends; and the conversations linger in a relaxed atmosphere
under the heavens …
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POMYNALNA NEDILYA
(Commemorative Sunday)

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС
On
first
Sunday
following
Velykden-Easter,
Pomynalna
Nedilya
(Commemorative Sunday), there is the heartwarming custom of gathering as a
community and sharing a meal of the Paska and krashanky eggs as well as other tasty
foods and having conversations about many things in our lives …. and in particular our
memories of those who, though no longer with us physically, are present in spirit – in the
little things that we like to remember and to talk about with enjoyment.
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This is not a sombre time, but a time for smiles all round …
from local Olya Pokhmurska, and Maria Pichotska ( a very recent arrival to the region)

(bottom photo) … and there was conversation and the enjoyment of tasty dishes by
Taras and Olga, pioneering Ukrainian settlers in the region, who had especially come
from the Nursing home for this occasion.
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… and you should have tasted Anna Novak’s kapusnyak … you can see it was a hot favourite!

After the function Olga Gontaruk (l) and Taras (r), in the car, returning to their
Nursing home pleased to have been part of the Pomynalna Nedilya celebrations … and
the others present also came away with the same heartwarming feelings …
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LEST WE FORGET.
This year the occasion of Pomynalna Nedilya (Commemorative Sunday), on 26 April
2015, follows fittingly the marking on 25th April of the 100 years since the human losses
suffered by the ANZACS during the Allies failed Gallipoli campaign on the shores of
Turkey during WW1.

The following words are inscribed on the front entrance to the
Auckland War Memorial Museum, New Zealand:
MCMXIV - MCMXVIII
THE WHOLE EARTH IS THE SEPULCHRE OF FAMOUS MEN
THEY ARE COMMEMORATED NOT ONLY BY COLUMNS AND INSCRIPTIONS IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY
BUT IN FOREIGN LANDS ALSO BY MEMORIALS GRAVEN NOT ON STONE
BUT ON THE HEARTS OF MEN

On the memorial at Gallipoli on the shores of ANZAC Cove, Turkey, are inscribed the
words of Kemal Ataturk, who had fought and lead Turkish forces at Gallipoli against
Allied forces. Later, in 1923, he became the first President of Turkey.
In 1934 he wrote the following about the ANZACS fallen at Gallipoli:

"Those heroes that shed their blood
and lost their lives…
You are now lying in the soil of a friendly country.
Therefore rest in peace.
There is no difference between the Johnnies
and the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side
here in this country of ours…
You, the mothers,
who sent their sons from faraway countries wipe away your tears;
your sons are now lying in our bosom
and are in peace.
After having lost their lives on this land they have
become our sons as well."
Ataturk, 1934
*

*

*

LEST WE FORGET.
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In Newcastle a coastal memorial was formally opened on ANZAC DAY 25th April to mark
the centenary of the events at Gallipoli – the ANZAC Walkway.
Silhoutes from steel, inscribed with names of the fallen at Gallipoli, adorn the Walkway
to remind all who come of those before…

(Pictures l-r on public domain on internet)

(above) The scene in the morning … (below) part of the stunning view to the south in the
afternoon as the sun slowly journeys along its way to the western horizon …
(Picture on public domain on internet)
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(Picture on public domain on internet) reflected pattern on clouds gathering from the south west …
(below) Picture by Simone de Peake, Newcastle Herald, source public domain internet. The view south-west
as the sun sets and the skies begin to darken …
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And then the evening of ANZAC Day, Newcastle –bolts of lightning and threatening storm clouds over the city of Newcastle – the calm
before the rain came down. The storm had made its way from Sydney where it left a trail of deep hail stone covered areas.
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The early afternoon and the setting sun …
Do yourself a favour -… take a walk on the ANZAC Walk and see the stunning sights of Newcastle as never before ….

PS: Don’t forget to get some of the best quality fish and chips in town from Jeremiah Jones (in the CBD, less
than 10 minutes from this Anzac Walk).

… and if you are from afar (or local) you are welcome to take the opportunity to visit the Parish as well, were are only a ‘hop, step and
jump’ from here – and we do have good cups of tea/coffee.

38

