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The Second B-B-Q and Meeting of the
Parish this year was held Wednesday
20th March at 6pm [photos]
As usual, the cooking was tasty –
however, will be better after we replace
our ancient BBQ unit with a better
working BBQ unit. (Please keep an eye
out for a replacement …)
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The NEXT (3rd in 2013) B-B-Q
(please BYOM) and Meeting of the
Parish is to be held on
TUESDAY 23 APRIL
(yes, remember Tuesday!)

Starts 5:00pm followed by
Interesting Meeting 6:00pm.
Everyone is very WELCOME!
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CALENDAR OF TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN EASTER FESTIVITIES

COME ONE AND ALL

…

EVERYONE WELCOME

Ukrainian Catholic Church (Pokrova), Gosford St. Adamstown
[Photo: 20-3-2013 ~6:15pm]
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Sunday
PALM SUNDAY [ Вербна Неділя ]
28/04/2013 Service: 9:30 am
GOOD FRIDAY [Велика П´ятниця]
Friday
3/05/2013 Service:
10 am

Saturday
EASTER SATURDAY SERVICE
4/05/2013 Starts:
4:30pm
Traditional Blessing of the customary Ukrainian
Basket of Foods (including pysanky – decoratively
dyed eggs) Come along and bring some friends to
see, hear (and taste) Easter the traditional Ukrainian
way – because Ukrainians do it differently. [The web
has many sites featuring the art and customs of the
Ukrainian pysanka, try … www.pysanky.com.au]
SUNDAY
EASTER SUNDAY [ ВЕЛИКДЕНЬ -VELYKDEN’ ]
5/05/2013 Service:
9:30am
[website… google ‘images for Velykden’’]

Saturday
11/5/2013

The Priest (Fr. Paul) is available to offer prayers with family
members at the gravesites of their family on Saturday 11/5/2013 at
the Sandgate Lawn cemetery at 10am.
Then at the original
Ukrainian Catholic Section (the western end of Sandgate, Section 94,
see next photo) at 11am.
Later at 3pm the Priest will be available at the Whitebridge cemetery.
Everyone is welcome to come and celebrate together the lives of
family and friends who are no longer with us.
People should contact the Fr. Paul directly to make arrangements
for other suitable times.

Sunday
COMMEMORATIVE SUNDAY
12/05/2013
[ ПОМИНАЛЬНА НЕДІЛЯ - POMYNAL'NA NEDILYA ]
Service:
9:30 am
Following on from the previous day (Saturday) the Priest, Fr. Paul,
continues to be available to people who wish to visit the cemetery to
offer prayers with them for their family and relatives.
Please note:
The Communal Easter Meal (The Spil’ne
Svyachene – Спільне Свячене) that would normally be held on this
day will instead be postponed to the next Sunday (19/5/2013)
because this year the Australia-wide celebration of mothers,
Mothers Day, also occurs on 12/5/2013.
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Sunday
Communal EASTER Meal – (Spil’ne Svyachene – Спільне Свячене)
19/05/2013 Marking Commemorative Sunday
Service: 9:30 am
Communal Easter meal after the Service

Sunday
Feast day of Grand Ruler Volodymyr The Great, (Володимир
28/07/2013 Великий, хреститель України). This year Ukrainians will be
celebrating the 1025 Anniversary of Christianity in Ukraine: Introduced
by Grand Ruler Volodymyr the Great, in 988AD.
Service: 9:30 am
After the Service light refreshments will be served in the Hall.

Services for Saturday 11/5/2013 at Sandgate, main section:
The original
Ukrainian Catholic Section 94 at Sandgate Cemetery that was obtained by the
Parish. This is the western end of Sandgate cemetery and where the Priest will meet
people on Saturday 11/5/2013 starting at 11am.
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FROM THE MEETING (20 March, 2013)

IMPROVEMENTS …. .. DONE AND TO BE DONE

After the Meeting commenced (following on from the BBQ) it was time to see what
has been done since the last meeting. Ihor, Myron and Irene carefully checking
the information to make sure (as the old saying goes) that there was no ‘devil
hidden in the details’. Note the pleasant atmosphere: tablecloth with native purple
flowers, tea/coffee accompanied, of course, by some sweet things to taste!
The Meeting considered various matters about upcoming activities and the tasks
that need to be done in preparation for the Ukrainian Easter celebrations that
this year will be held in the first week of May. It was decided that a calendar of
activities for the next two months and recent things done be prepared and
distributed not only in the traditional way but also via e-mail. The details of the
key dates were set out for the calendar. It was requested that everyone help
update the Parish e-mail list by asking people they know if they would like to be
added onto the e-mail distribution list, and request the e-mail address.
The Meeting heard about the tasks done and the discussed the next desirable
initiatives to be undertaken or that needed to be done. Everyone’s input was asked
for and considered. Suggestions are welcome.
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[photo: 20-3-2013, Ukrainian Hall , Adamstown]
Olga and Victor at the meeting (and enjoying it ). Good to see Victor having
recovered so well from his medical procedure in hospital only about a week ago. He
is now refreshed and eager to move on and participate in the improvements to be
made to the Hall and Parish overall.

GENERAL
PLEASE SEARCH AND FIND….
 We are actively searching for a used (good condition) B-B-Q. The members of
the parish are keenly looking out for a second-hand BBQ to replace two ‘antique’
appliances that have gone well past their use by date. Everyone is asked to be on
the lookout for a BBQ in reasonable condition … the cooks amongst us (some
are aspiring chefs) would be very appreciative … The person who spots the
acceptable BBQ will receive a specially cooked meal …
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IN MEMORY OF …

[photo: 24-3-2013, Ukrainian Catholic Church Adamstown]
It was wonderful to see The Matthews Family after the Service (Panakhyda) held in
memory of the late Evdokia Armitage, the mother of Helen Matthews. The
descendants of the late Evdokia had gathered on Sunday 24 th March for a Service
to mark the first Anniversary of her passing: (photo from the left: Kim (fiancée of
John Slobodniuk behind her); g-daughter Christina Matthews, Fr. Paul Berezniuk,
Helen Matthews; [front] g-daughters Marusia, and Emily Matthews.
In the background on the right (behind Emily) stands a sheaf of wheat. This is an old
Ukrainian custom used to symbolise family generations past – the unityand
continuity of the family over the ages, from generation to generation …
The Late Evdokia Armitage (nee Demiak) comes from the little village of Luka in
Western Ukraine. Due to the turmoil and dislocation of WWII she was separated
from her family when the Germans transported her to Germany as forced labour.
After the War she came to Australia in 1950 under the displaced persons programme
and wound up in the Greta Camp for migrants. She had five children (2 daughters, 3
sons). She was a long standing member of the Ukrainian Catholic Parish in
Newcastle.
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[photo: Helen Matthews with her mother
Evdokia.]

After the Service the family shared, according to custom, blessed bread with all
parishoners present for the Service.
John, nephew of the late Evdokia Armitage, shows that he does not have any
difficulties with his ID – his name is tattoed proud and clear on his forearm in
Ukrainian! –(Slobodniuk).

[photo: 24-3-2013, Ukrainian Hall Adamstown]
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After the Service all went to the Hall to have a chat over tea-coffee with some
birthday cake on the occasion of a birthday of a parishioner.

Some improvements: …. since the last BBQ - Meeting:
1.
several wooden-framed windows have been repaired or replaced,
specifically, the window in the Store room next to the car garage has been
replaced; and, the window at the top of the wall of the women’s toilets has
been fixed (it was in such a poor condition it was ready to fall out).
2. The grass was cut by the Tractor Boys.
The cutting was tough because the grass had
quickly grown high and thick from all the
rains we have had recently, and it tended to
be wet. The Tractor-mower at times came to a
standstill … but with the skill of the driver
(Victor – appropriate name) it fired up, and
kept the grass from defeating it …. The
Tractor (and driver) won the day. The Tractor
team took care of the rest … until next time.
Another grass-cutting session will be needed
soon, so calling all hands to be ready…
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A LITTLE BIT MORE ATTRACTIVE …
How it was …

You don’t need to
check your glasses …
it is the old on the left
side of staircase …
and the new make-up
below … which do you
prefer?
It does not end there
(see photograph below
…)

How it is now …
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Events of Friday March 22
On Friday 22nd March 2013, 9.30 am, Jim arrived
at the Hall with what was believed to be his
PASKA Basket. He is a bit early for the event (but
very keen!). After a closer look instead of a Paska
in his basket there were the tools of his sparky
trade.
Jim had kindly come along to carry out some
electrical work ( although they were standard
tasks for him, for others they would be would be a
challenge). Note too, that he is in his tractor
uniform – many bonus points at a later Barbie!
With him were his TA’s (Tradie Assistants) Myron,
with his wide-ranging experience, and Roger
(inquisitive learner). The morning was spent on
doing the following:
1. Replaced the truly ancient light-fitting (believed
to be donated by BHP?) and light to the Hall
side entrance (see photo below, left)

The following Photos tell the story:

… Out with the ancient …
… in with the new … two directional movement sensor light that will make it easier
for everyone at night. [photo below, left] As soon as movement is detected on
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either side, the light goes on until movement stops. Those wishing to come up the
stairs will find this very useful, because they will be able to see the steps before
they actually step onto them.

The light-fitting blends with the white background and you can see that it sits nicely
and neatly in its location.

2. The second task was to replace the two light-fittings located in the two corners
of the preparation area next to the kitchen. Perhaps people have simply taken
them for granted, but they are really ‘museum pieces’, possibly from the late
1950’s The team managed to change only one of the two (the corner next to
the kitchen – see photo below, original on the left; new on the right)

The light-fitting in the second corner could not be done because the white cupboard
was too close to the corner and blocked safe access to the light-fitting. This task will
be carried out at a later date when access is available.
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In the photo below is the set of original (ancient) light-fittings alongside the new.
Please be aware that the original light-fittings (museum pieces) will be
auctioned off to the highest bidder at the next scheduled BBQ-Meetings!

… The museum pieces alongside the new …

Attention: Note the original light globe that is from the original light-fitting up in the
corner (see earlier photo). In particular notice the original brownish covering – it is
believed to be original Hunter Valley dust settled from the late 1950’s. This is rare
and makes the item a museum piece – will need Paul to carry out carbon-dating
testing with his special environmental equipment. Get ready for the auction …!
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3.
In the afternoon, after the electrical tasks were done Jim had to return to
other commitments elsewhere that needed his expertise. Many thanks to Jim for his
kind work – much appreciated ! The remaining two people turned their efforts to
other tasks. Accumulated wood from discarded old cupboards that needed to be
removed were cut down to managable size and the whizz bin was filled. Myron also
set about modifying an existing table that is intended to be used to improve the
coffee-tea area. This is a work-in-progress.

MEMORY TESTS
Memory Test #1:
The photo below is the view from inside the Hall towards the preparation area next to
the kitchen, and the large front doors! This photo was taken not more than a couple
of years ago.
The second photo is of the same view and is the most recent photo (March 2013)
See if you can spot the difference between the two following photos. You start
by asking yourself:
‘Are the photos of the same place?’ The answer is, ‘Yes’! So what is different?

REMEMBER ME
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NEW LOOK ME

Memory Test #2:
This is an even more important test. We are trying to locate a memorial plaque that
was fitted to the outside front entrance wall of the Church itself. It was on the righthand side (when facing the Church) about chest high. (See photo next page)
Looking at some of the old (archival) pictures from what we believe was 1988,
the plaque was fixed to the wall and it was ceremoniously unveiled in that year. It
was about the Celebrations of the 1,000 years of Christianity in Ukraine. There are
several photos which show the plaque on the wall, though it is not possible to read
the writing (at this stage). The plaque had a design on its left-hand side which was
the Pokrova image (similar to the mosaic above the door). The plaque itself was
probably made of metal.
When examining the spot on the Church wall one can see today that there were
four ‘corner’ holes that held the plaque in place. These holes have been neatly filled
in. This suggests that the plaque was removed for some reason, that is, it did not just
fall off.

Maybe someone knows where the plaque is and why it was removed from
the wall. If you do, then please share any information you have with the Fr.
Paul and/ or Myron or other Tractor guys. It would be very nice to find and
restore it to its original position.
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(photo: Ukrainian Catholic Church, Adamstown, 1988)

Memory Test #3:
Now and then we would like to include at a photo from the archives. Here is
one of many contributed by our community. Could anyone help identify the
occasion? It is from the time when there was no Church building as it had not
been built, so it must be before 1969. Also note that the next door neighbour
property at the back of the property does not have the house that currently
stands there.
Some clues can be taken from the background, for example, look at the
models of the cars.; look at the car garage in the back. Maybe someone can
recognise some people from this photo (we have a larger one for closer
inspection if you feel you can assist).
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[photo: before 1969 – the back section of the Church property.)

Note This Tractor Special News is distributed to a broader group . It is separate from the
smaller Tractor News issues that is distributed to a small group of members working in
and around the church grounds and keeping them informed of the next working bee.
If you have any interesting information, pictures about something about the Parish and
community life – please make it available to be shared.
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