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…. ABOUT THIS ISSUE ….
Much has taken place at this parish-community level. As time never waits, material for sharing has
continued to accumulate. It is not possible to include all the desired material in this current Issue.
Neither has it been possible to produce as many Issues as necessary to cover the different
activities.
As a result this Issue #12 focuses essentially on people associated with the Parish-community who
have passed away during the during this year. It should be noted with some concern that few
details of the background of some of the six people are known. It would be helpful if readers who
do know of these people contact the Fr. P. Berezniuk and share their knowledge about these
people with him so that at least they can be properly remembered by future generations. It is
important to know the basic details, such as place of birth, arrival in Australia, family members and
hopefully more.
In the following months several the intention is to produce Issues each covering different events or
themes that relate to the first part of 2014 The thinking is that it is ‘better late than not at all’.

БАЖАЄМО скорого видужання ...
GET WELL wishes …
To all the people from the parish and community who are not well and
some who are in hospital - the Parish wishes that you get well
quickly and that you stay healthy and in good spirits.
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CALENDAR - КАЛЕНДАР
Religious Service is held every Sunday at 9:30am
Selected dates are highlighted as dates with special significance in the Parish and
Community Calendar of events

The PATRON DAY of the Parish: The Feast of the Pokrova: The
OCTOBER Protection of the Blessed Mother of God [Formal date is 14 October]
Sunday
12/10/2014 Service: 9:30 am
After the Service there will be a Reception and Meal.
All families, parishioners and members of the community and
friends – everyone – are welcome.
November HOLODOMOR: Annual Commemorative Day
Saturday
Service with Panachyda (Requiem): 9:30 am
22/11/2014
Sunday
Liturgical Service with Panakhyda in commemoration of those who
23/11/2014 perished from the Holodomor 1932-1933
Service: 9:30 am
After the Service light refreshments will be available.
December
Liturgical Service
Sunday
Service: 9:30am
14/12/2014
… followed by a welcoming party for the visit by
Mykolay (St Nicholas-Santa)
The start of the Ukrainian
Christmas-Rizdvo festive season ….
with a visit from the Ukrainian Mykolay – Santa
(Миколай)
(Normally would take place on the official date of 19
December)
Thursday
Christmas Day (Australia)
25/12/2014

Put it in your 2014 diary: the NEXT Parish Meeting
with a BBQ, is scheduled for
Thursday 9 October 2014.
The BBQ starts at 5:00pm so, BYO (kovbasa ! and
ohirky … ). It will be followed by a fascinating
Meeting at 6:00pm – the more the merrier, after all, it
is summertime. Don’t forget …
Everyone is WELCOME!
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A WORD … SLOVO: from Fr. Paul Berezniuk
For myself, this year of 2014 has been experienced with a variety of emotions competing
for attention - joyfulness, turbulence, disappointment, fascination, satisfaction, serenity,
hopeful expectations, despondence, resignation, wonder and awe, as well as many other
emotions.
The predominant one though, that seems to repeatedly crop up is frustration.
The gifts that are continually being offered seem to be ignored, misunderstood or
unnoticed to be accepted.
As our community keeps dwindling away into individual worlds, for this issue of Tractor,
Silence is presented.
Fr. Paul Berezniuk.
SILENCE
With the introduction of the printing press, computers, mobile phones, etc, we have
changed life into words. We are trapped in words.
Silence is the start of words and the end of words.
When you see beauty - the only way to appreciate it, is in silence.
Silence is like a safety net below the tight rope walker.
For into it we fall, when words cannot explain.
Faith is silence - how can one use words to explain faith.
Life and death - they are not two - it seems so hard to grasp.
Thinking which uses words, cannot get you to understand.
Life and death - can only be experienced.
Using words, we choose one side or the other - we show our preferences.
Today, to be enlightened means you are rational.
But rational cannot go beyond itself.
Rational cannot penetrate what is not rational.
God, love, death itself, life itself, suffering, infinity.
These are observed or experienced but not explainable.
Rationality is about right/wrong, black/white, win/lose, here/there, like/dislike, etc.
Rationality is dualistic.
When we talk of the Trinity or two natures of Jesus Christ, eventually we fall into the safety
net of silence.
Power of the Trinity is not the three elements but the capacity for giving and receiving.
Outpouring of giving - loving - receiving.
Solitude tends to be understood as getting away from people and things.
Solitude is not silence - solitude comes within silence.
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Silence is "in between of everything".
Patience is a sort or form of silence - waiting - no hurrying.
Each side of an argument must traverse over an abyss of silence, before we can reach the
other side.
In an argument we are only interested in my side, to win - not to find the truth.
If someone dislikes you, you will not change it.
Jesus was silent before Pilate - minds were made up.
Silence surrounds words.
Silence allows truth to show, to reveal itself.
How do we 'preach at all times' - not with words, but with lifestyles - non violence,
compassion, understanding, love, empathy, etc.
All are done in silence.
Arguments are about words, they are limited - but life is self explanatory.
Live in a way that shouts "Jesus".
Silence is not just about an absence of sound.
In silence, things find their order naturally, of what is important, what lasts, what is real.
Example - what we are emotional about one day, is not remembered another day.
The emotions are gone.
In silence we do not have to compare or compete.
The big question to ask yourself - at my death, will this issue matter, will I be thinking or
arguing about it.
The mind is the hiding place of the ego.
The ego wants to win, put others down, destroy, damage, control.
That is why we can say that 'spirituality' is like warfare against a tugging of the ego to be
right, a winner.
'Spirituality' is dropping of the ego.
Silence allows things to evolve, to emerge instead of winning.
Ego is not about the truth, but about winning.
Winning only last as long as you are winning - and next week, so what!
We often exaggerate differences - watch yourself doing it.
In silence, all we have is, is our differences.
Difference is the one common thing that all people and things have.
Uniqueness is being different to everything else that exists.
Yet, everything does share one commonality or no difference.
That commonality is being - existence.
Silence - is about being - in being there is no difference.
Being is unexplainable in mind or in words.
It is only experienced.
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Once you lose or do not see the Divine, it all falls apart.
If one does not see God in ALL things - you do not see God anywhere.
In the obsession with speed, sound and maths, we omit meaning, inherent value,
significance.
Silence is a portal, a companion to constant deeper connection with whatever is in front of
you. It can be anything, a stone, tree, ant - anything.
God does not see genus, species, just singularity - you, it, this moment, this frog, this dog,
this flower, this tree - not them.
God is choosing it, desiring it, or else it would fall into oblivion.
Silence is the fullness of NOW, instead of waiting for the next thing to happen.
How you do this moment is how you do the next moment.
Give silence the power to change you - drop your opinions, your emotions. This is
'spirituality'.
Allow events in and allow the self to be out.
Don't have answers or names for everything.
Once we give a name to something, we can't enjoy it, because we see the name and not
the thing, not the reality.
Information, knowledge, wisdom, are not the same thing.
Knowledge comes in the 1st half of life, wisdom in the 2nd half.
If you allow a bit of silence, it hides itself, and you get bored.
But if you stay silent, it reveals more.
Silence reveals and hides - be patient with it.
Don't try to figure it out - just leave it in the silent space.
People in silent space are more humble and patient, ie, they don't rush judgement - they
leave it open.
It is, as it is, what it is.
Without naming, adjusting, fixing, controlling or explaining it.
Start with YES, it is, as it is, what it is - no critique.
God created it - it is good.
It is good because God created it.
Only then can you go to 'no' to correct an evil or a wrong.
After a 'yes' we need words for the 'no'.
If you start with NO - you will never see the reality of the original
goodness.
Source: Fr. Richard Rohr: Finding God in the Depths of Silence.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaMVKnpsDA8
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OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT AND REMEMBER
This year marks the 65th year of post-War Ukrainian settlement in this Newcastle and Hunter
region. It has turned out to be even more special for several unexpected reasons.
Primarily this Issue takes the opportunity to remember those in our parish-community who
have passed away. Our thoughts and sympathies go to their families.
In doing so it is also appropriate to acknowledge those people whose lives were taken in
Ukraine, at first by the brutal and corrupt government officials led by Yanukovych and, then,
by Russian invading forces who continue to destroy, kill and injure people – tragically, the
toll is many thousands. According to the latest UN report (October 2014) there were 3,627
people killed in eastern Ukraine (Donbas region) from the time military conflict was started
there by foreign backed forces (and 8,447 were wounded).
In the midst of these events there was the horrific destruction of 286
people (80 of whom were children) in a commercial airliner, the MH17,
that was shot down over Ukraine on 17 July 2014 by Russian backed
forces - 36 of these people were Australian residents. All the victims
were unrelated in any way to the war being waged by the various
Russian forces on Ukrainian territory. Some of the remains of many of
these victims are now part of the fields of sunflowers. Here at the Ukrainian Church in
Adamstown the parish-community held a Memorial Service for the victims of MH17 on 27
July with special thought to our fellow Australian citizens and their families.
To the people of our parish-community who came and settled in Australia after WWII, the
terrible circumstances of being invaded by foreign forces and having to flee for their lives
from their homeland (Ukraine) is hauntingly familiar. It is very understandable that they
have a heightened sensitivity to the plight of their relations and the people generally in
Ukraine.
At the local level the parish community held Requiem Services for the victims of the Maidan
efforts on 18-23 February, that were followed on 6 April with the second part of the Service
(40 Days) that coincided with a Special historic Service for the re-Dedication of the Church,
the faithful and people of goodwill to the Pokrova.
It so happens that the Pokrova is the Patron of the local Ukrainian Parish Church and
community.
The Major Archbishop Sviatoslav as Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church has visited
Australia for the first time and spoke widely about the plight of people of Ukraine from the
war being conducted against them on their own territory by foreign forces – the challenges,
the suffering and the deep desire and will to overcome them.
Major Archbishop Sviatoslav held a special Service in
Lidcombe, Sydney, on 28th September. During the Service he
acknowledged the presence of the faithful from Newcastle and
as a gesture of respect presented a shroud embedded with
,relics of Blessed Nikolay Charnytsky, a holy Ukrainian Martyr
to be placed and kept on the altar in the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Adamstown. This will be carried out on the 12th of
October – the Parish Patron’s Day of the Pokrova.

[An account by a participant at the special Service held by the Major Archbishop on 28th
September 2014 will appear in the next Issue #13.]
6

The Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halychyna,
Sviatoslav,
Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
[Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church]

called upon the faithful in Ukraine and
worldwide to together re-dedicate themselves
and their nation to the protection of the Mother
of God on 6 April 2014.

(Excerpt from the Pastoral Message BA 14/166 of the Major Archbishop Sviatoslav calling on the
Re-Dedication follows.)
Уривок із Пастирського послання Блаженішого Святослава:
Вих. ВА 14/166
ПАСТИРСЬКЕ ПОСЛАННЯ
БЛАЖЕННІШОГО СВЯТОСЛАВА
з нагоди відновлення
Акту посвяти України під Покров Пресвятої Богородиці
“….
Продовжуючи служіння моїх великих попередників на Києво-Галицькому
престолі, знову прагну в сопричасті з усією нашою Церквою в Україні і на
поселеннях відновити Акт посвяти українського народу під її всемогутній Покров. Цим
актом урочисто визнаємо Божу опіку над нами, виявляємо нашу любов до Пресвятої
Богородиці, готовність сповнити все, що заповідав нам її Син і наш Господь Ісус
Христос, та бажання служити Богові й рідному народові лише у світлі Божого
закону.
…”
[unofficial translation of excerpt]
PASTORAL MESSAGE ….
… “Continuing the spiritual work of my great predecessors in the Kyiv-Halych position I
repeat the desire, in communion with our Church in Ukraine and elsewhere, to renew the
Act of Dedication of the Ukrainian people to the almighty protection (Pokrov) of the
Mother of God. By this Act we solemnly recognise God’s care over us, express our love for
the Most Blessed Mother of God, preparedness to fulfil all that Her Son and our Lord Jesus
Christ taught, and desire to serve the Lord and our dear people only according to the light
of teachings of the Lord.” …
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HEAD OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH CALLED UPON THE RENEWAL OF THE ACT OF DEDICATION
BY THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE WORLDWIDE TO THE POKROVA
(THE PROTECTION) OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
6 April 2014.
[The icon of the Pokrova in the Church at Adamstown (created by Fr. Zenon Chorkawyj, Geelong)].
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At the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Adamstown Fr. Berezniuk held the Memorial Service for
those who lost their lives in the Revolution for Dignity and then led the Service for the reDEDICATION of the Church, faithful and people of goodwill to the Pokrova on 6 April 2014.
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A list of the names presented at the Memorial Services of some of the people in Ukraine whose
lives were taken by brutal force.
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IN MEMORIAM

Wolodymyr KOZY

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМЯ’ТЬ

Володимир КОЗІЙ

who last resided at the Fronditha Care Hippocrates nursing home
30 Crebert Street, Mayfield, NSW 2304
Born: 31 August 1921
Passed away: morning of 22 January 2014, Newcastle
The Funeral Service took place on
28th January 2014 at 10am at the
Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Protection of the Mother of God
105 Gosford Rd, Adamstown
A Wake was held at the same premises after the Service
The Late Wolodymyr KOZY was not married and had no relatives in Australia.

Володимир КОЗІЙ
Нар: 31 серпня 1921, Україна - + 22 січня 2014, Нюкастль, Австралія
(Самітний)
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IN MEMORIAM

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ

Maria PONOMARENKO Марія ПОНОМАРЕНКО
(late of 34 Anzac St, Maitland, NSW)
Born: 28 March 1919, Zuniow, Poland
Passed away: 30 May 2014 Maitland, NSW
The Funeral Service took place on
4th June 2014, 1:00pm at the
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
cnr New England Highway and King St East Maitland

Марія ПОНОМАРЕНКО
Нар: 28 березня 1921, Жуньов, Польща - + 30 травня 2014, Майтленд, Нюкастль, Австралія
(Повдовіла дуже передчасно коли чоловік Федір упокоївся 27/4/1972. Має рідню в Україні.)
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IN MEMORIAM

Rosa STEFANYSZYN

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ

Роза СТЕФАНИШИН

Born: 8 December 1923, Veremin, Ukraine
Passed away: 20 July 2014, Newcastle
The Funeral Service took place on
25th July 2014, 10am at the
Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Protection of the Mother of God
105 Gosford Rd, Adamstown
A Wake was held at the same premises after the Service.
The Late Rosa STEFANYSZYN is survived by son Walter, daughter Susie and their
families.

A few words by Garry Mullington at the Funeral of
his Mother-in-Law, Rosa Stefanyszyn, (25th July 2014)
We are here today to celebrate the life of Rosa Stefanyszyn, Rosie to me which
always brought a smile, if something was broken it was no effort for me to fix! Rosa
Was a Kind and Loving and caring and Generous Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Great
grandmother and the Best Mother in law anyone could hope for. She valued her
13

many friends too many to list as she made a good impression on everyone she met.
The influence on people she knew was genuine, powerful, loving. Being strongwilled [she was] respected until she died. Rosa lost her mother Katarina at 7yrs of
age and was brought up by her father, Ivan, who never remarried, that’s why Rosa
had strong family values and bonding with all she knew.
Her door was always open for Family and friends No matter when they called. She
would whip up a meal fit for a King. A toast to everyone’s Health was also common
practice! Rosa was a great cook. We all will miss her dearly, especially for her
cabbage rolls and pirohy
Many good times were had in her home playing cards and snooker with family and
friends with an occasional drink of course! Whenever Suzie and I called to visit Rosa
she would insist I had a drink of scotch with her no matter what time of day.
Rosa had a funny sense of Humour! After a bath and fresh clothes she would always
say I’m going out to look for a new boyfriend this would always make us laugh. Most
times I would say you would not remember what to do if you found one.
When Rosa and I argued about anything it would never last as she was more than a
mother in law to me and we were best friends very similar in Nature and respect.
Rosa and Suzie were like sisters very close. They never argued. They would talk to
each other every day about anything and everything. If Suzie and I were out and
Rosa called and left a message it would be one of two things: Stupid bloody
machineo or, Suzie, Mumma domma (meaning I’m home, where are you?)
It always made us laugh!
Rosa always worried about Suzie and would do or say what she felt necessary to
protect her or her family members
Suzie and Rosa were with each other to the end
comfort

I am sure that gave her great

Rest in Peace Rosa as we love and thank you for the wonderful job you have done
raising your family, Rosa you will be greatly missed - but not forgotten.
Love Susie and Garry
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EULOGY FOR Rosa Stefanyszyn
by Walter Stefanyszyn
Thank you for joining us here today to celebrate fondly the wonderful life of Rosa
Stefanyszyn, my Mum.
Mum was born on 8th December 1923 in Veremin in Ukraine. She was the youngest born
and had four older brothers and an older sister.
In 1941, at the age of 18, Mum left Ukraine as she was taken to Germany to work on a
vegetable and flower farm. She remained in Germany until 1945 where she met her now
late husband Wasyl and in June 1946 had their first child – me. In 1949, Mum and Dad left
Germany on the SS Blackwater bound for Australia in search of a better life. They arrived
in Australia during November of that year with only the clothes they had on their back.
They were then transported to the Bathurst Migrant camp for a very short stay of only 2
weeks before heading to the east coast. Here at the Greta Camp Mum and I resided for
over two years while Dad lived in the migrant hostel-camp in Mayfield.
It was here in Newcastle that Mum and Dad borrowed money from a friend for a deposit on
a house to set up a new life in Mayfield. Sporting no luxuries of life except a few blankets,
sheets, towels and basic foodstuffs they set up home for us. Mum then worked as a
cleaner at Tubemakers for a number of years and had her second child, my sister Susie in
1953.
Soon after, with a lot of hard saving, Mum and Dad bought land in Adamstown and built
the family home where we spent many happy family years together. One of my favourite
memories of my Mum is the openness of her heart in welcoming everyone to always share
a meal with our family. Mum loved this house; she loved entertaining friends, loved
cooking, nurtured her amazing vegie garden and loved her chooks. She was always on the
ball in knowing which chook had its day and could be taken to be eaten or the ones that
needed to be left alone to keep supplying us with eggs. Mum lived there up until she
moved to the nursing home earlier this year.
Mum was blessed with 4 beautiful grandchildren: Leigh, Craig, Natalie and Megan and
eight great grandchildren. She loved her Church, her faith and mixing with her friends.
Mum also loved going to Pension Days at the Church. She loved playing the pokies at
West’s Leagues Club and dancing at Anzac House on a Saturday night. She was a kindhearted and generous soul. I recall when Ukraine became independent, her friend Mrs
Petryk and the late Vala Nakaznek would make perehi to sell, with all the money raised
being sent back to Ukraine to help out those in need. She did this for over 10 years.
I will remember my Mum as a very hard worker, a strong and wilful person who always
spoke her mind but had a very generous heart always wanting to help those in need. I say
farewell to my beautiful mother today surrounded by all her loving family and friends. She
will be sadly missed.
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IN MEMORIAM

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ

Stefania ZAWERUCHA (nee Jenkawa)

Стефанія ЗАВЕРУХА

Born: 10 June 1924, Skoryky, Ukraine
Passed away: 22 July 2014, Waratah, Newcastle
The Funeral Service took place on
28th July 2014 at 10am at the
Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Protection of the Mother of God
105 Gosford Rd, Adamstown
The Late Mrs ZAWERUCHA had three children: Jack, Halyna and Paul.

Стефанія ЗАВЕРУХА (дів: Єнкава)
Нар: 10 червня 1924, Скорики, Україна - + 28 липня 2014, Нюкастль, Австралія
Вдова. Мала троє дітей: Джек, Галина і Павло
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IN MEMORIAM

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ

Mark Gerard MAHER
Born: 30 October 1952, Sydney
Passed away: 18 August 2014 , Maitland
The Funeral Service took place on
22 August 2014 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
East Maitland
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The Ukrainian parish-community has shared the loss of a valued friend, Mark Maher, when
he passed away in August of this year. Though born in Sydney (Strathfield) where he
married Robyn in 1982, they moved to Maitland in the 1980’s where they remained
thereafter raising a family of six children and being a part of the lives of their four
grandchildren.
Although Mark lived in Maitland he had come to participate in the life of the Ukrainian
community centred in Adamstown not that long ago (in the semi-retired phase of his life),
attending various celebratory functions in the company of longstanding friends. He and his
family were warmly welcomed and regarded for their participation, friendship and
generosity in word and deed.
Mark’s attitude and support reflected his wide experience and the many personal talents
which he shared with the community in general – be it as a Maitland City Councillor, as a
rugby player and enthusiastic sports fan, or an active member the local farming and
environmental communities as well his local parish community.
We came to understand that Mark Maher’s generosity continued well into the last years of
his life with much of his semi-retirement spent supporting not only his local Catholic
Community where he actively raised funds for education opportunities for underprivileged
youth and lent his support to many initiatives supporting the development of young people
in the church.
He shall be remembered and appreciated by the Ukrainian parishcommunity as a committed and faithful friend, who led by
example.
The parish-community expresses its sincere sympathy and
condolences to Mark Maher’s family, wife Robyn and the six
children with their families.

LATEST INFORMATION received at time of release of this Tractor Issue #12.
It is with sadness that we share with the members of the parish-community news
of the passing of:

+ Louise BASZA on 6 October 2014

No other details are available at this time. More details in the next Issue.
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IN MEMORIAM

ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ

Matthew SOLOMKO
Born: 20 September 1990, Canberra
Passed away: 27 August 2014, Canberra
The Funeral Service took place on 6th September, 10am
at the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas,
McKay Gardens, Turner, Canberra
Interned at the Gungahlin Cemetery, Canberra
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The Solomko family have a long and close association with the Newcastle and Hunter region
having arrived in Newcastle directly from Europe on 19 August 1949 on the ship Fairsea as a
Displaced Persons migrants who were brought here by the post-War Australian government.
They were part of the initial large group who started their new life in the Greta Migrant camp in the
Hunter Valley.
Despite having to deal with the challenges of building a new life in a society unfamiliar and different
culturally and linguistically, and facing a tragic personal loss of their infant daughter in Greta, they
in time became a deeply integral part of Ukrainian community life – ever helpful, selfless and
generous with their time and effort to those who turned to them with their own difficulties. Raising a
family of three talented sons in an industrial city had its own demands as opportunities in those
early decades were narrower than in other places.
Their community-mindedness was deep and constant - for which they earned genuine
respect and were, and are, held in high regard. The parents, Mykola and Anna, are no longer with
us due to circumstances that can only be described as tragic. Two of their three sons remain
today. The youngest, Mykhailo, having married a young local woman, Katya, moved to Canberra to
pursue their careers and build their dreams in that place. Both are engaged in responsible roles in
Australian educational institutions. At the same time, they raised a family of three children:
Matthew (Matviy), Natalka and Mykola – all exemplary young adults and full of potential. Mykhailo
also pursued his calling to be a priest. He studied and became a Ukrainian Orthodox Priest and
was assigned the Ukrainian Orthodox Parish of St. Nicholas in Canberra where he ministered
devoutly to the needs of people of all ages providing spiritual comfort, solace and inspiration
through word and deed.
So it is with shock and unbounded deep sadness that the community learned, in late August, of the
unexpected passing of their eldest son Matviy, not quite 24 years of age.


ABOUT MATVIY (Matthew)
(thoughts shared at the Wake for Matvij Solomko by Sonia Mycak)

Whichever words I use, they will not be adequate to describe Matviy and the deep loss we
feel. And yet somehow I must use words, on behalf of the parish of Saint Nicholas, to
express not only our sorrow but our gratitude to Matviy for his many years of dedicated
service to this parish and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Australia.
I first met Matviy when he was 14 years old. At that time he was a student at St Francis
Xavier high school in Florey. He had earlier attended primary school at St Francis of Assisi
in Calwell, and then Holy Spirit School in Nichols.
Matviy was also attending Ukrainian school, and participating in the Ukrainian scouting
organisation Plast. He was a member of the Ukrainian dancing group. Like all his family,
Matviy was an integral member of the Ukrainian community here in Canberra and well
versed in Ukrainian culture and traditions. He participated in Ukrainian community events
and commemorations, and in recent years, protests and demonstrations in support of
Ukraine.
Matviy began serving as an altar boy when 6 years old. At age 15 he was tonsured as a
reader and blessed as a sub-deacon – a remarkable achievement for a person of his
young age.
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As cantor, he chanted psalms and read the epistles of Saint Paul. During christenings or
weddings, he would be the main cantor. When the need came to bury people, he would
make the wax cross which is placed in the hands of the deceased.
As sub-deacon, he served with priests, and officiated at Church Synods in Australia and
Europe.
Despite these roles, Matviy concentrated on singing in the choir, in the bass voice, which
our parish choir otherwise lacked. It was then we would hear his saintly voice. Matviy was
indeed blessed with a beautiful voice. And we in turn were blessed to be able to hear it. It
was he who intensified the spiritual quality of our worship, through his moving and
expressive voice.
Matviy travelled with his family. Amongst other countries, he visited England, the ancestral
home of Australia. He also travelled to his own ancestral homeland of Ukraine.
In Canada he studied theology at the Ukrainian Orthodox theological college, St Andrew’s
College, which is part of the University of Manitoba. He was planning to return to Canada
next year, to continue his studies.
This year he was a postgraduate student at the Australian National University. He had
earlier graduated with a Bachelor of New Media from ANU, and then further completed
Honours last year. Due to his talent and hard work, he will be awarded the Master of
Digital Arts posthumously.
I know I speak on behalf of all parishioners when I say that it is heartbreaking to think that
we will not see or hear Matviy in our church again. But he will be there with us, every time
we gather, and we will never forget him.
Please let me finish by quoting a poem by contemporary artist, Ellen Brenneman.
His journey's just begun
by Ellen Brenneman
Don't think of him as gone away
his journey's just begun,
life holds so many facets
this earth is only one.
Just think of him as resting
from the sorrows and the tears
in a place of warmth and comfort
where there are no days and years.
Think how he must be wishing
that we could know today
how nothing but our sadness
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can really pass away.
And think of him as living
in the hearts of those he touched...
for nothing loved is ever lost
and he was loved so much.

To the family burdened with the unimaginable grief of the passing of their son Matviy the
Parish and community extend their deepest sympathies, compassion and pray for the
repose of the soul of Matviy and for spiritual strength and fortitude of the family to ever
“… think of him as living
in the hearts of those he touched …
for nothing loved is ever lost
and he was loved so much. ”
ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ








IN MEMORIAM
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